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Abstract

Session-based recommendation aims to predict the next interaction within a user session. Existing
methods often rely on sequential modeling, assuming strict temporal dependencies among interac-
tions. However, in real-world scenarios, user behaviors are usually weakly ordered or unordered,
leading to unstable recommendations. This paper proposes SetRec, a session-based recommenda-
tion model based on set representation learning. By modeling sessions as unordered sets, SetRec di-
rectly captures global co-occurrence relationships among items and reduces sensitivity to sequential
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noise. To enhance representation robustness, the model introduces a self-supervised reconstruction
task that randomly masks and recovers session items, forcing the encoder to learn latent dependencies.
The reconstruction is jointly optimized with the recommendation prediction task, forming a “recon-
struction + prediction” framework. Experiments on two public datasets, Yoochoose and Diginetica,
demonstrate that SetRec outperforms mainstream methods in both accuracy and ranking quality, effec-
tively mitigating the challenges of data sparsity and noisy order. These results verify the advantages of
set-based modeling and self-supervised mechanisms for session-based recommendation.
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BEE B SR B 18 K, P ERRE . BAMSHT & BN AT N R B R S
PRHIE, HEFE R GUAEHE B P PR R RN B0 P 57 TH R 556 R E I [1] . IE4ESR, 21l HEFE (Session-
Based Recommendation)iZ ¥ N HER: R0 7 B 7 ), HoAZ O B AR 2 7RG = KD 25 BB T,
T AT E P S H A, TN e 847 8 2] X RTTFJCHGE TR 4 P 8RR 3 it
R AE 22 AR 5 Tl Ry 32 8 732
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[S1ZER B SN JUSREN T 7 51 @B KB SR L A B o R IR T AEAFIFEE FEHEZ) T 1847
BRI, AHEATRZATISRMR ™ 4% 8022 T, #E DA 78 70 1 4 16 A R K 42 R 3R IR &R

BExt BRI, ASCEEH T — R TS RRFE M 1EHTEBA SetRec. 575177754, SetRec
WG BN TP A HAES, WIS B AR B W [ SR OC 2R, PR X O Mt 7 P A it o ] BT
BRI G|\ B B E AL d e BB S R 28 LI, B RiL A 5 S ER IS R, HERR
JE T 3RAT BB B 1) A SRy R AIE o i — 20 tth, AN SORE BT 25 S5 HERE TONAT 55 6 A d A8, SO “ M + T~
P ERAL, FESETHRAERE ST 00 R B CRAEHEFEROR -
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2) Wit BB ESEMTS, JFESHERETMBAIA, TR E R R R v 572

3) 1t Yoochoose 5 Diginetica i ™A 45 FISEIG R, Frig i e HERE i R S HE P ahs b
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2. WX
21 EEFRTEI

£ 4 3R 7~ %% 2] (Set Representation Learning) i 7E X JoJ7 ju 3= SR G b AT @15,  FRAE QR 7 B e A
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(Permutation Invariance) ] [F] i i $E 55 & N J0 R 2 I AR 3 5¢ R [6].  HoAZ O JBAR AR B AE AR T N,
T8 It 4t R R KR IS DI A AE A (R R R AE, M SCREA3 28 A B TN &5 Ui AE 55 . S5AESI1 7 51 51
B sUANR], B R SIS AA N (W JE 71, BIVEE & Hh o6 2 1R HE 2 G A I 5 1 8 R AE Py i i
KR A R 2901 2 DL R i HERR S AR S5 R G BN HANME. SR/1fT, B TG
HAAREE, HEAGWNIGRZ AR RIS A TR, W7 CRIE B 3 AV I [ i e 280 42
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WFFEE IR T 2 00E H TR A& M %% Tk i, PointNet [7]# F7E S = T4 g,
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J&i, DeepSets [8]IEAFEH T EAEEHF N IRFEA RIS R EGEBAESE, @A, P EUR bR
T RS EEITRE, MANEBRREIANG Tk, IR, RepSet [9]5I AT MSHES,
IS EBMNE S 5 S EE Z RIFTUELC SRR BRI B2oR, A s ik 15— R r) 2
IESZ R A, FE—2DHh, Set Transformer [10]48 BhiE & HLHISTEE A 0 & 811922 BT B oA, 7427t
FIKRE IR OREE T B AL, AEEG R TR . XTSRRI B8 T IR
it AR TR AR R B I (DT (O . AR A SR IR IOC R AR T HNR S

22. SRR

2> TEHEFE(Session-Based Recommendation, SR) JiF 7E & A KA 7 BRI 464 T, AR H B IR 21
A HAT NN PR AR [2] . SRS EE T F P D s AN R, il HEFE 75 AR J N (] Y Al 12
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3. 1RE
3.1, [EIREHEA

ERR RGN, WREARY =Wy} SO TER Y, BRI ST
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WA AT B, AR A TR A T R AR OC R I IE o (RIS, AEAS B M3 AR R AL LA E, LA H A
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g R AERAL, I th S &% B BRI A LI, AT (e AR AL Sl P A0 B 2 1] R B ORIk, 4T 1%
FURGEF B AR . HERETINAE 55 S A — TR RAL, XM BEATHT 50, BT P B R 25
T, SEMRHERR R Hbr. =S, — 7oA B AR R R 3], 5y — Ty T I M
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Figure 1. SetRec model
1. SetRec 1&#!

3.3. SetRec t& &Y

3.3.1. LIEMASHLERE
1E SetRec BB h, S TEHHR BN — DT HESE S={e, 6,8, } » HHENMGHe A
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RAEMZAALST, FeNE TS RIS G S, AT AN BN T BB 0 . EHELL 1 )
B I — SRR R 5 ST RO, b 2 REOIGHE BN, R 2 SIS bR
B LSRR R AR, B ATES 4 WS s RIF I G
S RBELIE AL, B (L 0 B SRR AR 0 5% b (35 BB SRR AT IL e 12 VIt
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o, M RRBBEHUER R T4, S NBAMN . REDERI TR TGS, S e oy
VOB R ENRE I HAr. BTSSR SRENERELH S SRS 5] S8 E EMBUE T 18
SEAEERY, Al SetRec AEWS S8 A ROMAHAL A /7 4 1) 22 FEIE S AEAR

332 KABRERFIF

i, HP R A UESEA B, WK RN AHZA0E . 5SFEEAR, X
REVEBIEAKAGAE LI, T3 RUER A A TR L EL S T8 SO &

L3y 55 a0 B P AE — IR il R 6 1 {FHL7e, FErds, HALY. T A BIBF R REE “F
Plsg—seids—~HHL” . MHT B KIFATgER “Hil—FHl5e—7eld” « WEUMESR, TWke
WEHVR AR (FHUERIEIE) o AR SR 20 — B e AR AN, AT 52 2 B — B R s
A A A A TE R A rh i OIC ISR &R, TARSS LY, DL Ao 2 T A RE A L 43 9 A [ TS 7 1
SCCFHURCAEE) o KPR BERERE SR Hlf R (MR 75, SCRE S AEBF I 2 ] P LS. PRI, 7 S —Fdons
MR AU S B R 22 1 T 1%, BB AR il rh SR U FE R ALE

FER AR >, BTG 200 AR . IR SR & B il B9 T H o2 a8 DA
FHEFIRFFRIN B2 2] BRI AR R AL R Z R B — B

SL({%Jezv'wen})::SL({edn'enu>“'"enm)}) ®

Horp oz () R AEREHES .

Nk, AWFRGINFETIERAVEIES R I, ZmiDasmad 3R it E S e RN
RWHKFR, HiB 4R RS EHRER. 544 Transformer Zmfid 85 AN[A], AR bR 147 E g
55 dropout, VAARIENF ASGEUSNME 515 Boe ek . R, R PP T EE R BUAS R 550 E (8 AL E,
Ui th AR A B SR B A [14]

EAMGIERNZZEBER IR RMAES SEMAZBRFI X . BLEEZ IR R
FEXTFRI, 23k ER ST i Sk B RG, R It 4 B B S AR TR 8 X 4 (FFN) AITZ I —fE (LN 2
NIBATEAE, AEMEHRSEN. Fik, £ZZAERNSRERBLIE, NFH X B EREE
R M AT B SEAR M, ATROR

M = AGG ((FFLN o MAttn)" (X, X, X)) 4)

o, MAtN (X, X, X) 35 %3k R IR FELN () om0 B 2 U2 s, () 2608
Hf L RHE, AGG () NAREA B
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SAGHEFE I RS SR LD ARNT 5 BT V208 W RS BT RE AR, AR B S i i H
FHIE, 2088 T OH Z BB R, [AIMER RN “mEE” , stz “4lE” . R, FHP i
e B AR AR R IR — B [A) N B B ], XA T2 1l A B SRR . RIRANX — AR, ASCIIANH
B E AL fERNE S P BENERGT /33, TRV R B SCH TIRE . RAUEER
fERERS Z 50 H B P E OGRS, ERARTRE D), B ZALa R R S NGRS I, JELERR B
Vst R S AR B AFAE

TESEEL b, B JefEAR RS I B B S TEBERIEM o AR IININTFE R, MISSEmET
Transformer, {E&FR 147 B %155 dropout ik, DL T FHEAUE B K. fERD A R5 N B 9 2314
Bl AR dmAL AR H I S ERAE M, AREESGHN LTI UER: R SEA TR R S & i
i Q , M T/EHEMN 5| FHALE M ANES S HIIM— N IoE, X BRAZETUCHCH /774 [15]. fRgas
I 2 Sk R U S ERAERIACH, Hi AT RoR -

P = AGG((FFLN < MAttn)" (Q,M,M)) ©)

Horlt, MAtn(-) #7752 S TE R /MU FRLN () ZRi0 i 2 M M2 H— Al 4, () RRE L2
HIE, AGG() NAREAEI. MEAHIESP={p, by )« 3 FREEHHINES P SIS
S={6,6;,8,) Mo MTHEARBIERKBT CHIUT, A SRR ICRE S Hl 4 P 5
S S 2 KR X

Z; =softmax(p”(i)), z,[v]e[0.1], g‘zi [v]=1

Horb, 7 FoRAEILRC YT N, BT AT A S B MR R AV ROR T R SR ) . IR
[LWYSE

z=arg min Ml (z.8) (6)

rePerm(k) i

FEERAR LI 72 E Jo AR SRR 23 A1 BSURE i K A 28 ) 1 g TN &5 2R
é =arg max [v]

§={8.8,6,)
wfE, Pk BAn & Em Mgk
Lo = ZH:LCE (Zi ’ei) (M
i-1

o1, =softmax( py ) REAEARITAE FAFE] 1935 i /T 4

3.3.4. #EFETM
TE5E A & B RS RE B TER R G, B —DHPATHEETUIME % . Bk, FIH A &
SRANZE RN 2R M, 8 — 2 28 1 A8 e W B 4 5 115 43 2 1) :
z=W-M+b (8)

Her, Wb NWINZRSHE, Wz 20 7 %IEY) dh 5 2T 2R FAOGE . B RAT softmax #3457 15—
R I3 A
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FEVIZRET BL, T ES 7 K Top-1 2k DU/ MEHEF IR 2 - 45 58 IEFEA T MGFEA |, IR 5 8:
13 PO ~2

pred :Hé(a(yj_y‘)Jrg(yj )) (10)

Hrb o () /2 sigmoid ¥, §, M1 Y, A RIEORIE. RTINS R . 2SRRI IEREARAS 20 H]

TREARG D RIRHER N B . S 2%, HERF TN 555 MRS IR e L, B E bR -

L

L= L+ AL, (11)
Horb, 2 PR AR R OB R A IR BN AT 55 2] 7 SRR e SR AE R AE IR )y, SURE SRR

B L PRI AE TR L

3.3.5. AL

TEREBYIZR B, SetRec I8 BAA AL A A B MAT 55 5 HEFETONAT 25 5k % S A i H 2L & 12 AL RE 11
BERIE. BN S, EEEMESESMILER I E RS EES, AR A T 8] ¥ 7E ¢
A5 ETFER; HEFEHATS W BB R 25470, AR BTE SRR 3 5 b I Rk
TS A RES SR S ) SHERE TN 0 FL AN i, ISR TR R . B A IR R B R S A EE A
R Lge SHETRIRR Lo BB HIREMRALBARA L= L + AL o ISR IAEEAN TR SH, SRR
TELRFEEE S A BE ST RIS, $ETEXE T — 22 B S I TR 1 . BRI ZR Bk an 2 B

Algorithm 1 SetRec |2k Jife
1B 2T S ={er,...,en}, WHEILE p, BE A
2 i T—Y R enpq
3. for HP43E S do

4 S« {e,...,en1} > K ESEINES
5: S + RandomMask(S, p) > B p XFxiE S HATHER
6: X + Embed(5)

7: M < AGG((FFLN o MAttn)X (X, X, X)) > FRidEs
8: P + AGG((FFLN o MAttn)£(Q, M, M)) A
9: Lye. < SetMatch(S, S’) > EHHLR
10: ¥  softmax(WM + b) > F
11: Lyreq < ToplLoss(y, en) > TR
12 L4 Lyee + Mprea > BRI B 2k
13: ¥ < Opt (¢, VyL) > [ nfE AL
14: end for

15: return e,

Figure 2. SetRec model training algorithm
2. SetRec R EIIZE X

4. KB
4.1 BURERBUEEMATE
ASHHET Yoochoose 5 Diginetica 54 A FF 1 £ 1 HfE 7 #0442 30E4T . Yoochoose i 4K U5 T
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RecSys Challenge 2015, ic3% T F P fEHRE P & LRSS SWEAT N, BEHK. % STAMP [fifiis,
A E AT AL X P S ¥ Y oochoose (1/64) 245 S 4F il 255 X 45 - Diginetica 245 422K H CIKM
Cup 2016, E& MRS Adiidsk, #HE Yoochoose FUMEE /N, BFEFE 2 H T 216 LS.

TETRACERI B, B 5kd% i SessionID S [RIBRINT, K FH P 1028 BLXIAy Nasid v o1, HFLBRKEANT
215 BEfE, IS R T R LR 5] (0 TR ONIHAERT), il R AW ot S R 5L
Fllo R T SRR, AL N S BEA LI i — 2 L A7) A 7 i (BRIA 20%), 2 SRAS R [F B 56 B 41 28 4
RN BB U5 . BeAh, B A T AR AR A SR R e K L=20, fRUFREEIZRM S —
Y. SIS MBIRESTHE BnR 1 For, B8 S mREL IG5 SFaimk
J&E DA SF- 3500 it R A 6

Table 1. Experimental dataset statistics

* 1 LWBIEESG

G S Click Item Train Test Session Length Item Frequency
Yoochoose (1/64) 557,248 16,766 369,859 55,898 3.94 29.48
Diginetica 982,961 43,097 719,470 600,858 5.12 10.04

4.2. EHREE

N T AR B R A R, ARG — AR N AT S 06 . BRI 25 5 PPN 2L T Python 3.8
5 PyTorch HEZESCHL. EEAEBSHBCE T, MALGKRIAKER 20, ftE K/ 128, Sfddt s
fERS S PR Transformer 254, TUHAZ 4L By 128, VERIRECN 8. IIZRRHI/MILE Adam
PLpds, 221 YR 8107, %% 30 A epoch, FFLEUI SRt R AT B L BT (BRE 1.0) APRIERS 52 1
N T RERRAERE J7, VISR XN P S B LB R 20% 17 & 1D, BERY TR RIS 58 O ME % H— NS
RS, MTKEBOERR OSSP AT SR R — AR I Bt
ITHERAAESS, AFEPATIERERIE .

4.3. TFEHR

N T A PG RAE 2 T EHEREAR S5 SR I, AR Precision at K (P@K)F1 Mean Reciprocal Rank
at K (MRR@K)1F A EAFN 4547

P@K: HITHTEMNAREA T, AT K ANEEIUH sy 5SE AR LG, 13805 Ae % B R Ui 2 1)
HIEgE S . AR P@20, HEZEIE A N:

Horp, N ZRNREEARL  ng FORTUINERIOET K DMEE S B mre A%, P@K EblF,
WAL R A PR 25 1) P9 7 o T Y BCSR R ORI RE il
MRR@K: FZHEMEXLIRIH PR, AR MREA A, BT H ERT K ASHER K 4
AR EME. T
13 1

MRR@K =—
@ N ileRanki

Hrf, Rank; RongR i MIKFEA B ARTH EHER SR PR, ARl K, 2R 1 SRk (E
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0. ZIEARAEN IR H bri s AEHEE SRR LA SERE L . Bl MRR@K (R W ARG HENS 5
Al HArwah, 1 HAEWSAESERT LB ROR G T, AT ST I SEBRiA R .

4.4, BEARE

N T B SetRec B PERE, ASCEIA T HA RN S IR RV O R 2R AT X LE
1) POP: iR fi (o iR AR, F U R v 420 it (0 50 L T 80 oy 3R ol g AR A B
2) S-POP: - IRZLIALAT FEAAAL o I 24 A2 1% A D LR BB B ) AR R B 5, LA 2 YIS M I

3) Item-KNN: 44838 P Al ik 3 . I SLILGe v SO B B (R 7%« Jaccard) G4k 5 & ifih 2 I
Vi AT B, AT R AR AT R A 1R B HERE

4) FPMC: K0 B 43 i A 00 K I i 4F 5 — B S R W] RIEEHE 1) 3 AR & 96, Aok A E—4ih B R —
Vi (R R 26 LAEAT T — 5 Tt

5) GRU4REC: #:T GRU W& i& P HIfisl. LS FolvN, RHASEHATIR/MEE IS, A
TOP-1 5 BPR &5 HE 741 2k ELEARAL T — 40 it 500

6) STAMP: V& /) 512 o X 21l N %28 AR R TR AT — Mt [ B 5 2R ¢
BRlinph iPRSE i

7) SR-GNN: B2 iFHE NG H AR . FIT 1% GNN 223005 Eor, DA 145 & 584K 5 2 1 M4
B2 AT T AT 5.
45. LR
45.1. MEEEXTHLSELE

N T RAEARSCHR Y SetRec B[R BEAAMERE, ALK SetRec B4 5 WM S 1& HERE J7 V5047 T
AL, % 2 J@7R T SetRec BN 5 HAH W 2x TEHEFE B 43 HIHE P@20 Al MRR@20 fEbr LR IXTLL,
H FRIZL B R R,

Table 2. System resulting data of standard experiment

2.t R G REUR

Yoochoose 1/64 Diginetica

e P@10 MRR@10 P@20 MRR@20 P@10 MRR@10 P@20 MRR@20
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
POP 4.98 2.03 6.71 1.65 0.66 0.25 111 0.28
S-POP 12.14 11.71 30.44 18.35 23.89 13.92 21.06 13.68
FPMC 38.87 16.59 45.62 15.01 18.07 7.13 26.53 6.95
Item-KNN 33.54 11.42 51.60 21.81 25.07 10.77 35.75 11.57
GRU4REC 47.11 21.67 60.64 22.89 17.93 7.33 29.45 8.33
STAMP 54.40 25.03 68.74 29.67 33.98 14.26 45.64 14.32
SR-GNN 60.34 30.04 70.57 30.94 36.86 15.52 50.57 17.59
SetRec 61.50 30.23 68.48 30.93 41.32 18.27 54.34 19.01

i E IR} b S8 45 SR AT A BN, A SCEE AR A SetRec I TG 3L 2k A A4 (POP. S-POP. FPMC.
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Item-KNN) AP ZI#R GRUARec, UEH] 1 ASSCHT iR Y ISR & IR A k. SR 1Mo, FE4RAx Pre-
cision 5 7% SR-GNN ISfA7E— & 20, (HIEEAR FARFRA—/KF. X2~ Yoochoose %44
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Figure 3. Impact of the number of layers on model performance
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