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Abstract

Narrow band gap D-A conjugated polymer P1 and D1-A-D2-A ternary conjugated polymer P2 with
regioregular backbone structure were designed and synthesized. By precisely controlling the ar-
rangement of the third building block, the polymer properties can be comprehensively and deli-
cately tuned, resulting in more balanced optical bandgap and highest occupied molecular orbital
(HOMO) energy levels, planar structure and strong intermolecular packing. Here, the influence of
third unit on material microcosmic and macrocosmic properties was examined exclusively. By
using [70]PCBM as the electron acceptor, the optimized polymer solar cells without any additive
demonstrated an increased open circuit voltage (V,c), short-circuit current density (Js¢) and fill
factor (FF) in ternary polymer P2 based device, and a best PCE of 5%, which is significantly en-
hanced in comparison with D-A polymer P1 based device. Our results highlight the importance of
ternary molecular designing strategy and may achieve control of desirable device properties by
optimizing molecular structure in the future.
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ATFFE, BATRIH & T EFREE - ZED-AR R REWPIM AR NEEELEHK
D1-A-D2-AR =Ju iR A WP2. BIDEHMZFIIUR G WK ERLEMH BT, REWHIEEN
RN RR S TR IR . TRBEEA R R R R T RV B BT SIS RL(HOMO),
BT AT EREAPESEULREY S TR R, EETHES, BITE-PRERATRLTZMEN
BRI =R EMERN KRR W . PUETREWPLNETRE, EHFETENPCBM
YERH TR, EEAEMBEMANZSET, AETET oRSYPIH RS, ETP2REREYKR
FHEE IR T B ERBHITFEE K (Voo), FEBG R (o) FETEE T, I BB E] T Bm 5% Kt R
M (PCE), X—ERAAN T LAD-AZH KPR S WA ERLS] & KSR EE TRARE . BRAIWEFIERT
ERAS RSV P EE N, NE-PREFVR SRR BREE —EriE.
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1. 518

YE - ZAR(D-A)BUA NI HEM B CL T2 BRI AL G B F T A AL G B as R, Bl & —
W& (LEDs), 32005 SR8 (FET)RDGAR s (PV) [1]. fEE e —H4E R, D-A BHHIRAMMKED
ZNE WL AP BH g f it )42 Sl 1 R 3E B DTk, A2 G B S R IE B R B SRS M T R R A
EPRTEROYR MR B E R [2]. ERAVESET, 4T HI0(D) R T (A) TR R B %
Brs, B D-A Z IR, 2 AR T 4T N 1 R A B R (1CT) R L B e B 45 44 [ 3]
B, 85I ARSI, O RRE R SR B (R Re . feiln, It
REDEEMETIRNA ISR, BT REDRIM K BH A F it 16 R AL RCR CL A 50 13%
[4]. RTMAMIARZ A CE R GBI o TS5 T e SRR . B A g, R RE. IR & T
SR = K PH BE FEVb AR PR RE A BRI Bh[5] [6] [7] [8]-

EART T, TP o = 0l 5 D-A LSRG 2 7, ATE el 1w
I HE S A F2 T DTS (dithienosilole) Al FBT (fluorobenzo[c][1,2,5] thiadiazole) {44 48 — G414 D-A
HHIR AP PL, 3T DTS, FBT #1 BDT (benzodithiophene) ] = Jo 44> 45 # M4 # D1-A-D2-A AR &
PR E L FR) fEXARTTAES, FATRGIRNIIT T T 25 = Fh 454 S st A YR O R %2
MVERERIFENA /) o FEE SR T WM R EMEW TR Z R 1 e MESrae: 2. bR HkaE;
3. BEWKIHGE RIG M E S . ATV Fi g R, BAARFEFHELSEH N = ot iR &Y P2
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Scheme 1. The synthetic route of polymer P1 and P2
TEE 1 BE&YPLI P2 NAKIER

A # TV T B Sa T AR 5 A U (HOMO) RES, 44k v 11 431 HE B AN B 7] 45 21 58 3 18 o
RAAEREY) - *ﬁbkﬁmﬂﬂa REFIB AR, AW P2 SEIL T i 5%[ ' L 3R (PCE), ML T1£4:
I R AY) PL (PCE = 2.9%) M RE 2 E 52 . BB ERE, AT R EWEEELS WM Rt 5t il
=LA B AR — S A AR = T E BT A S A, AR XS — PR T B KR
REFI B AR MR RE B — I Bh .

2. SLHERSy
2.1, MR E

w1 [E] 44 5,5’-bis(trimethylstannyl)-3,3’-di-2-ethylhexylsilylene-2,2’-bithiophene (M1), 5,5’-bis[4-(7-bromo-
benzo[2,1,3]thiadiazole)]-3,3’-bis(2-ethylhexyl)silylene-2,2’-bithiophene (M2)# 2,6-Bis(trimethyltin)-4,8-bis(5-
(2-ethylhexyl)thiophen-2-yl)benzo[1,2-b:4,5b’]dithiophene (M3) [9]HE 4k 2 Fll (I SCHR & K. HHEILHR(NMR)
Wt Varian 500 MHz 736G, R 22 I AE 20 ol b = s Rk AT . B CAE R, AglAg”
Zx LT AR AR AT FEAR, AR N 0.1 mol/mL Y T JE /N Sl B 1Y oK LRGSR, 43t g
N 50 mV/s, RN FRN —RER, B KBRS T (FO/FC) I LS RES —4.8 eV 585k - WAL - JL4rhb
J6iE H PerkinElmer model Lambda 750 47 IAR . 48 M N X S ATH (GIWAXS) M TE M HH 4 [F] 25
FES IR O TE e R T T BB (AFM) IR 5 45  Asylum A H] 1) MFP 3D AFM X & . &5 LT 270
BE(TEM)MIA B %A Tecnai G2 F20 S-Twin.

2.2. D-A R EY P1 A RR

FEE ST, ¥ M1 (85 mg, 0.114 mmol), M2 (100 mg, 0.114 mmol), =A% H B8 mg, 0.032
mmol), Al = (L P ) — 48 (4 mg, 0.004 mmol) % T JE/K H 4/DMF (5/0.5 mL)H . 7E 110°CHif: 24
NG, BRI T 2 2 IR T AE O RE(70 mL) R o 2R IR B2 284 Tve it 98 s AR AR 6t 4331
TEGE 12 /NEF, AREIFVR R )5, EEE SRR 24 h, BREEGMZERCH K. K=& F b
RO T T 0 I ON B EAT T 198, P B A TR 5 79 81 100 mg S [E AR RAY PL. TH
NMR (CDCl,, 500 MHz, 8) 8.20 (m, 2H), 7.80 (m, 1H), 2.1 (s, 2H) 1.30-1.00 (br, 20H), 0.9-0.75 (m, 12H); M,
=12,000 g/mol, PDI = 1.8.
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2.3. D-A iR EY P2 A RR

FEE ST, ¥ M3 (103 mg 0.114 mmol), M2 (100 mg, 0.114 mmol), =4FF ZE 3 B(8 mg, 0.032
mmol), F1= (I FE A EH) — 4L (4 mg, 0.004 mmol) % fiF T Jo/K H K/DMF (5/0.5 mL)H . 7E 110°CHi#F: 24
AN JE KRR A VR 2 SR IR AE I EE (70 mL) iR . R AR AR DTvE Wi I 5 H W R A e 23 31
TEDE 12 /N, (REYRBR R BRI 5, B =R 24 h, BRAEMERC K. K=&k
(B GR BBOR A8 I I B EAT U00E . 198, PRl A28 TREE 2] 120 mg B OB AR S P2.
IS HAN T : 'H NMR (CDCls, 500 MHz, §) 8.9-8.00 (br, 4H), 7.80 (m, 1H), 2.2 (s, 2H) 1.25-0.95 (br, 20H),
0.80-0.70 (m, 12H); M, = 20,000 g/mol, PDI = 1.5.

2.4. KBHREER 25 H-H& SR

BAEYIRK I RE H b %40 8t ITO/PEDOT-PSS (40 nm)/polymer:PCBM/Ca/Al 45 #4414 . 1TO 3 ¥ i Fikk
i 1TO BB H IR L REOCZIR G, IR BER, K, 5HNEE, FREGES 10~15 7545
BT, EERAMRAEACH AL 20~30 404 AHRIEIIEER: PEDOT:PSS(Al 4083): #4 PEDOT:PSS HJ7K
WERE ITO Ril, 2RJ5 150°C JBK 10 0%h. 362N B3 T 2K (P1:[70]PCBM = 1:1,
P2:[70]PCBM = 1:1.5)[A HL4/[70]PCBM V& & Vi 1 1000 rpm HELR M . AR PE 7 e 5 EE AL
JERE 255 10 nm (45 80 nm (45 H A . BE0F G RLEAUN 4.5 mm?, 2400 RE DR 7 T A ik
7, MR IERE Y 100 mW/em?, AM 1.5G FIRERIGIR, FH Al g f% 7 i il 2602 9052 R 2 14 0 i 2
fE - BEQ-V) IR, SbEE T RCR(EQE)H 75 TLAUT AR, fE2 S i IEJ5 1) IPCE (X #Hll&. Ih
TR AR U A FH ] AR AE AN B AR T T B A4 AR A A P Tt 5E B

3. &l5iTie
3.1. MRS

REY PLA P2 P& B L iR B K 1 B, PL AL P2 23l (il 4k M1, M2 F1 M2, M3 TEAHIAI %%
PRI Stille fRBCR AP PIRAT . i A-D-A FAR(M2) & ARYEFAT 2 B ki 1) 777 4 43 2[9] . @
& Pdy(dba)s/P(o-tol)s AL R, 7E 110 FEIAR M &AM T, —ocdlsr D-A BUERAY) PL F1 =045 D-A
G P2 AT L@ M1 it M2, LK M3 I M2 1] Stille 45 5 I B 3RTS, 722 737N 60%F1 80%. 7E %
AT, RAEW P2 1E% WA HUE M =5 bt (CF) MK (CB)H R I R IFHIVE M. MR &M
P17E CF 1 CB VA MVEILTE AR, T5EAE AR T A REE 2VE MR, XATREE B TREY PL LA
SRR T IRAH FLAE A T B S R 88 e M BE AT S, RA W 7T 52 (M) R U5 (D) R F R 1212
WAEME, EAREEEE WS A

3.2. AFMBHFMR

AT X LURIE TS T R A W PL A P2 e = 0, 18 1 B SR &4 PL ORI P2 ISR VAW LA I
[ S LS PR 2R A0 — m] OGRS . R 2, BRI R &) E RS A e R 220, {3 Pl
(1.52 eV) A1 P2 (1.55 eV) R I HAHAR T Bl . BAR DTS F1 BDT £ 44 BT I 45 1 e A7 AE W 1) 22
B, AESEERAY) PL A1 P2 EIRIL AR 7 (A A 5 A2 (ICT) 3855 . 76 D1-A-D2-A &5 441 = odk4
RAW) P2, Jesai B E B i D1-A LA D2-A SR 4 [ AT R RS BT iR 2 . BARTE AW P2 5|
N T =M 0 BDT, X 5%EY P1 LR IC DTS AAE 2 R, (HAE 57 1 SCitHikiE 3
IALEL 736 DTS & —Fhokgy i1 [9], KA P2 thif(H ICT L Zik & FBT-DTS B £ it %
Bog . AW PL A AL R IX S B2, A 300 nm F 820 nm. AH b5 RO
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Figure 1. (a) UV-Vis absorption spectra of P1 (a) and P2 (b) in chloroform solutions and neat po-
lymer films cast from chloroform

& 1. (a) P1 #n P2 ES AR RS () FE L SAARIERHER H (b) AL - 7] IR AIE

REY PL MR SOEIEL R 20 nm, 7E 740 nm B HBL— AN SRR g, X M Zok TR AW T
(1) m-n HERUE ), R R AS VB ARES N EBERA 7T HEH J1. RAY) P2 1E7 BRI B 5k ]
HER I T DA o X DY AR SO A NS B 43 T E 45 T BDT, DTS, a-n*BRIE LA & 43 P B A
R, WTLLEREY P2 MV HUR R S G, FRATTULER B R AR RSO 1 A b TR R B T
15 nm A5 LR . T LR AW PL FI P2 MRS, FRATTRILEE T FBT-DTS ZIAIBLHR I 71 N HLfar 4%
FERL, P11 P2 AR ILH KT 800 nm XIRFDGig MR, T eIt 7L, JATRS AR~
SEi: EPRLS F T RE ARSI B = AN A PR BT = 0 A ) D1-A-D2-A [ A B IR .

EAEY) PL A P2 [ AL i 3 Bl IS AR 22 (CV)IEHHTIRRAE[7]. fER AR, HfR
JREY VY IE T 2 7S BB IR £ (0.1 MY o /K BV, #1018 EE 50 mV/s. EARN 1 mm EHR AR TE Ny
TAEEN . AgAGE NS L, BB Rk, — R8N bs. MR Bl 2 Fros, XN
MSHRRTESR 1. PL A1 P2 ) HOMO G808 154 5 v—5.10 eV F1-5.25 eV, Kk, F&F P2 il %
(K BH B BB 2R AR B B LE PL )% 38406 56 B s i B FL R (Vo) , BB EIZE A4 PL AT P2 EA FHIEAU
(6271 B, DR EQ-Voe g AR RIEIE TR AW P2 (13 bt AH N £ FEAK o b 4R XD 21 B 2% 1) 38 Ji
P1 Fl P2 MR 5 A BT HUIE (LUMO) e T iR HE 2 2 LUMO = HOMO + Eg i#HT1HE., 433 P1 il P2
) LUMO ReZi )l oh-3.58 eV F1-3.70 eV. L& IEEW) PL AT P2 LML 22t B, FRATKIER G
FEEF TN AR T ) B E R R G R R, TR G AT BN A B AR R,
Zai T = e I EREAE ), A RIVERE T UG B RS 1R, ORI R A HOMO g n] LAEE
TNVCES, % i 5 FL AL P [RD B ARAIE T 28 O I HL I

3.3. BipHHE

N T IRNFENT IR A PL R P2 40 1 J UM 45 M R B RG34, FRAT T P A SR S PRk AT T 20 7 1)
S5 V2 oK PR G (DFT) A BAS BLTT 3 [10]. FRATAH B3LYP UM 6-31G(d)JyFEAit ) Szt 4% 1F 1 AT v
P N T AT RO AR, FRATTE IR S AR B = IR AR TH R, R b S0 4 o
(R[], R BRI S 45 SR a1 3 B, FRATVR ISR AR B T 2 (8] 1 AR B 3 /T 10°, T
e B G MM rEY, ART o PUER TR EIERM . Ak, REY P2 MBI 43R
MEEA i T34 58 701 )i, g %) B2 iy MR B R A S BRI AR AE F o FRATT IR IRE X k) B
BEAT TS LA IR 2R 45 R . Wil 3 Fis, LUMO BEZR I HEL T = LB 46 0 A T 32 A B T FBT
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Figure 2. Cyclic voltammograms of P1 and P2 at a
scan rate of 50 mV/s
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Figure 3. Optimized geometries, molecular orbital surfaces of the LUMO and HOMO of the model polymer P1 (a) and P2
(b), obtained by Gaussian 09 at the B3LYP/6-31g level

3. BAYIPL (a)#0 P2 (0)#ERIT B LR R LUMO, HOMO 8RB FRMIEN T, HRI7AE B3LYP/6-31g &4
ToiBiT Gaussian 09 3518

Table 1. Polymer properties and characteristics of optimized solar cells based on P1 and P2

= 1. P1 A0 P2 A5 B BRBE R AR AL FF 1 BRANARAE

Eq HOMO LUMO Jse Vo FF PCE

QY] (eV) (eV) (mA/em?) M) (%) (%)
P1 152 -5.10 -3.58 8.26 0.69 50.9 29(2.7)
P2 155 -5.25 -3.70 11.50 0.80 54.1 5.0 (4.8)

#7, [FII HOMO Re4% ) oL~ 2 BUE IO AE 70 1 E 5 ARG (0 B 4k m SLHEAZ Bk - AN [F) 4544 .5 (DTS vs BDT)
X LUMO BEZAT HOMO REZL FL 1 22 B 73 A1 M1 B A WO NRISE R, el vl BLgRE = o417 D-A JLHE5E
EPHREZR A - BLAL, LA ORI BRI SRAZ (ke 35 5 PR AR 22 A6 22 T S b A 35— B
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3.4. KtRiEgE

BATR A IE B BSR4, T Ray PL R P2 MbiRIMERE, #{F45H°8 ITO/PEDOT:PSS/
polymer:PCBM/Ca/Al £5#4(14] 4(a)). il 4(a) s, PRALJEISEEG VIR FHEE IS EL % 1. S rfiik
TLFE AL ) S VA IR B, IR A B A R A MIIPCBM (R & el Ik B o 3T R &4 PL, @itttk
AR NBA RS, REY PUPCBM LSRR EIK L 20 mg/mL, & Y)/PCBM AL E &
Eiol /1. PL AT P2 il 2% 88 4 (OB AR VS 14 2 R FE 308 100 nm. 1% 1 iR, 56T PL:[70]PCBM [¥Hiith
BAF) Voe IEF] 0.69 V, Jsc 145 8.26 mA/cm?, FF of 50.9% H.ik#| | B PCE ¥ 2.90%. 5 Yang 41ikiE
T IR B H 25 &4 PSBTBT [11]HIEL(PCE = 5.1%, Voc = 0.68 V, Jsc = 12.7 mA/cm® and FF =
55.0%), %A PLRIHFELK HOMO REZ, RIULasfFMIT % A BT TE. (El TR &9 PL 2R T
TERREERCW T REY) - B B IRARTEEN, B AR A (4 A 2 B R AR 78 DR T A AR . AP0, BT
FRTFH5EEFAEMUNE TR, fUETS5EE TS RA w2 2= mapH, mEAHSE C-H
I C-F TEREEAEN, H5aaT WA T IRIAHEAEH J1[9]. X RN AW 7 F =145 115
FIEH, FEUR KA PLL2K) AR XS 437 5 S 5 LT3 SR 7 BRI 54 PSBTBT(18K) & 3 F#
1.

HEREW) PL L, AR IE B SEIRANE N ALV 77K i 4 5 G WU R BH R b 284, 284 &I AR A
B RTINS . ARG Z AT IIRIE[AC] T K1, BT AR G5 T S S O R A1
A EIRR S ERELL, P2/PCBM ML [FIFE Y 20 mg/mL, AR -&7/PCBM ) = & Ly
1/1.5. FHELT P1 S = 044 D-A 854, SN =ANHA BB EALH HOMO Regeidt i 2] T 5 &t
FEHE. MBS, BRI S TAMRRS I — DI m R SR 21 &, ki Bih 3R A R A
P HLAAE LA BN, X Le AR T = n S TR R IR AW SR Re R B R AE M . T =0T
W REY P2 5IN T 4k BDT 58 —Mhs il 750, Hll & M3 2845 2] 7 R (Vo = 0.80 V, Joc
= 11.50 mA/cm?, FF = 54.1%), 3k 8% % = () PCE 4271 5.0%. 4 1 BF 78 58 &40 v it 285 0 ) e mi 57
00 Bl RS 4 % P IR A, FRATTS B P B8 AR AT T A T B (EQE) AR« 1] 4(b) iz, 2T P1/PCBM
FR) L AR 300 nm E1] 800 nm A TE FE A -1 1 EQE BNy 30%, M #E T~ P2/PCBM [ FEB &R 7EAR A
WG 71 EQE ML H T 50%. JET-H &% P1 A P2 (AR RAE AM 1.5G 414K 5 J-V HiZk
(R0 % B AR 25 /N T 5%, AEBHERATT IR 45 R E sE T {5 .

3.5. RAY - ENHBRHERMRFTIL

wa, BOTRGHIVIE T REMRI S TEENREY) - & E kSRR e wFifsgm . &% MR
71 AU (AFM)FIE 5T HL 1 2 S (TEM) X PR 2 I TE S AT 78 anf&] 5 Fizs oy PL/IPCBM #il P2/PCBM
TRA AR S A 46 25 0F R I AFM = B2 B FIAR I . 7E SR &40 PLIPCBM (1) T v 65 775 BT 1 ARk R
RS, REEEY) PL 1 PCBM TEVR G B A TP B T B R BIAH 73 55, BRATTAIE KR A 2 25
SN T B) 5 B o IXFE IR BT et TR AN PL MR MR DA R A, At
{16y Fi b B 1) ' PR A R A A o T ZE SR &0 P2IPCBM [RTR A R, AR E Bhias Wik 20 28
JUEARR] TR RS . P2/PCBM IR TTEIE NG, FEAEUD (15 A4 5 A2 X R R B8 0 &3 1
FHAN B, IXAE ST S0 58 R P A AR B 58 I 28 40, TS BB 140 B, I R TH MR A LRI 78
7o AH A 35 BATHE T DU AFM AHEI(B] 5) K3, B =0 R AP BRI R B, TREY) P2
HA AP A AR I B R SR B LR 59 PL IR A M NG 5. N 17— B AFM [ 52
SER, AT TEM X A S AT 3E— 501 78, @i TEM lREs BB, 5 TREMPL
(R A MR = A KR ) PCBM BRI (E 5(0))RE, BT RBAEY P2 R & ik 5 N AR
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Figure 4. (a) J-V curves of optimized PSCs based on P1/[70]PCBM and P2/C70 with optimal
processing conditions (the insert is the conventional device structure); (b) EQE of optimized PSCs
based on P1/[70]PCBM and P2/[70]PCBM
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