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Abstract

Boron carbide (B4C)/polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) neutron absorbing composite materials
were prepared by liquid phase sintering method at 380°C. The themogravimetry-differential
scanning calorimetry (TG-DSC) was adopted to characterize the sintering process while X-ray dif-
fraction (XRD) and Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) techniques were used to investigate the
phase constitution and microstructure of the composites. In addition, the influence of B4+C content
on the mechanical and neutron absorbing properties of the composites was tested. Results indi-
cate that the relative density and impact toughness gradually increase while the hardness drops
with decreasing B4C content. Lowering the B4C content however reduces neutron absorption ca-
pacity, as confirmed by the MCNPX simulations. The transmissivity of B.C/PTFE composite is 2.45
x 10-6 for 1A neutrons through a 5 mm-thick sample with 70 wt% B4C content. This hydrogen-free
composite is a suitable neutron absorber for beam line shielding purposes.
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1. 5|8

R NIRRT B, A, A, FE 5. feolRoR. AR
AR TeE . HORE S TE RV IR A A5 PRI RFE AR i Rb . EKBRIR . RS A T ARSI 7L
A EEEEM. ERA PR RNRN TR R, 575 3 TR, CARIEA G 4
24, TR IR 3R S B s PERE M LR . ol e R B A3, 1 PN A/ S B HE RO A I 1
BRI T & AN RIS AL I A T RO 285 A4 R B A - BSOR RE AR 1] [2] [3]0 72 & 2RI i) Bevt gt
e EMELL, PR 75 ) A B 1 B i O A IR AR RS, R EAE SRR A L P O & 1) IR bt
[3]o TR Hp TR B8 X L RFRR (1) B 4, FLDU JA 1 B ORRHEE SR 56 AT e D 1) 5 77 AR SR AR R ST s A
JCE AN P HUR TR e R . £ WocET, #2(Ni). #(Co). #i(Cu). fh(Mn)%5 8 T 5% ik
JoE, MRAARIES I b BUN B R AT R R A H) o R . Bk, AR AR A 5 b IR Rt
PRI | mp 2R AT e/ AR A FH AN X P 2R TT 3R

TENS RS BE WA Kb, ARG B A ELIE T AR e I IH(BY G R — B R AT Ik [4]. TESKE B LG
Y, BRACTI(BLORY B TR & Bk, 1A% 78.28 wt%. B,C BEIY 2.52 g/em?®, 18 1WA 1 20 i
600 barn, 1j HARUS G %A 3R y 52k —REESH (2 0.5 MeV), 5 TB53[5]. B, A& 004 Tl Atk i
REZ W PR B A, G VR S S HE R R . 4 . PR SE (6] (7] [8] [9]. 2ATH,
B,C H1 C. B Wi Pa4kin, WAMEMAZERD, BRLHIEIL 93.94% K0, FEOLBUE M beai )k
FLHAE . il B,C Fy A H JE FENELE 2250°C~2300°CHess, HALREIRTT 80%~87% HIAHXT % &, 1y H.# %
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to BEAh, INTUERERZE, WIS AEYEIR R, I Tad R rh 7 2 wr R th IR ) 1 Bk

PRt

T2ER. RekEm. A
ARH 1 b )2 AT

NS ByC HBUE e dl, — M A AR, JERAIE . A R el ok R R i L 55 B
BRLE (455 SPS)EH A, 7E 2000°C LA_EREEE[7] [10]. BbAh, WFAREBEILAE B4C ¥R i n 25845 Bh7),
7E 1600°C LA FSEHL T BB Be4E[ 1] [12]. AEFH FTTE R4 AR08 T & D S IR ARG 45 B0 - 7 IR s
B3] [13].

A7, PR ENRITRE T %K B,C BEGMEINI R, FEAH: 1) B.C/E»TEAGME, #
N ByC/EE CH(PE)s ByC/ERTME(PPYLT4E. By,CARIREE[14]-[19]: 2) ByC/)@EEAEL, Hlunmien. Hiiss
BAEE[10] [20] [21]5 3) BLC/ENLIES @AM KL, #l4n B,C/SiCy B4,C/BN. B,C/TiB, £5[22] [23] [24] [25],
B2, £ ERMEH, B.C/maFEEMET—RERRKENEICE, FEHEEUEIRECR: B.C/&RE
SEME B,C HIEEBIRCNT 35 wt%), ST —FIRIKEE 11855 BoC/IEHLAE S I8 &Mk il AT
TEREMREREME RN TZ. Bk, mFEHFRHE—FKEOE R, J1An TR R 4F, A&
T A, T RHUBHE 1 B,C 2 h T K

AICHH RN O PTFEW G A S AT ER, 15 ABREG27C) WKZEM /NIRRT [26], BT
WAL/ SR VU R 208 B PRI A M KL 1 E G AEITTE 380°C LBl s IR U R . X et FE M
LRI R B, He4h i et B,C A PTFE XUHE AR, HEBAMRRM 12 InTHRER R4 1B
IKPERE . H T AR IR MCONPX S0 45 3 R B Hop M e A 2 A MR T R A91E ikl e

2. SCIOERSy
2.1. EAMRFIE

S F I R A s P SRR BR AL BR A 7] 267 1) W28 L B,C B oK (S E KT 95%) i B
B A PR A 7] JE-4TM Y5 1¥) PTFE 2 408 B o K 1S 44— € B BIAR B o iR RHEE A Vb A B8 B &
HIRAFM YXQM-0.4 L BUBREEYLHBRES, EREERS 2N 0.5 h, BRRHGy 2:1, BRESHEH 180 r/min, A
JEAEA RERL S A B G BR 22 71 (% YLI-24T B4 G N Ik 10 MPa #il B 424 19.05 mm. 5 3~4 mm
A AEAT 55 % 10 x 7 mm HIKARFE, fRIE 1| min, EJSBHIERE Z5H IR2A ) GWL-1400XB B! HiJf e
gk, Hmbesi IR 380°C, 200°C AR AHE#Z A 80°C/h, 200°C LA EFAIRHEZ )Y 50°C/h, fRIE 4 h,
JEBENEARAEI B =R . % 1 A B4C/PTFE HA MBI K /> K

2.2. PRIRAE

22.1. BE. 3. HEMRDFEESFN
2 R 3 S L R A P 35 T o] 35 K B B ) 55 5 A (Dahometer-DE-120M  H FED)IIR ;A 10 5 5 AN 34
BEARG FH [R) 20 373 BT AX(TA Instruments-SDT-Q600 32 )l & ; K H 414 Fi ¥ 585 (Quanta-FEG-250 3£ [H)

Table 1. B4C/PTFE composite composition (wt%)
= 1. B4C/PTFE E &M KR 5 (FRE 5 8/%)

EnRs B.C PTFE
1 70 30
2 60 40
3 50 50
4 40 60
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B

WEREITES: KA X AT (Rigaku-Ultima IV H A)XHRFEY) S 34T 4087 A b5 il 56 ML
(Lixiong-LX-CJ602 H [H)ll E A 5 v o Pk s 28 T S RU& R 2R 1) MCNPX B[22 7 VBRI SRE
I FE g2 A R B B A R A A AR FRE RS v (D B B A o B R 0 P 42 e A DN A
(CRUSS-Vario 1T 78 )% i (1) 45 i M 1B A7 00K A3 A A LT 2R 79 X (Elementar-Vario-TTT 42 &) 5% £ i
190 8 WIve- o 5 i g o9

2.2.2. RFIBE RN

NV B4C/PTFE S AMRM T IRIHERE, TEAL T 448 AR 58 117 Hh (B B 75 (CSNS) ) /I F
SITEAL(SANS) B HdhAT 1 i@ S B0, SEERrh, CSNS WIS 47T TIE 2128 20 kW [ 1(a)FIE] 1(b)
NS EEE Mon R B, S OB KN @8 mm, £ 5 K/NA 020 mm, 8RR E
FL T {354 2% (GEM) IR I 2% A7 R I T BN 50%50 mm, £ AT 20-3 7 0 -1 JE 0 2 (M2) X A5 BIAE:
R B EATS . LR 2 mm B B,C S E AT 40 wi ke ST IR KB, ke
R PR ARAR, KB IR AR 10 h)JE BT 210 s 7B R GERRE AR, Hae e PR R I
AR IS REAL R, A REIRTS R0 G ih LSS B S 2R (0 B AUE . PRIk, BT X R R
DARBIERE (2% 18, A GBI 2 il & B,C SN 5 wt%- 10 wt%. 15 wt% 1 20 wt% 2 & F1 R o7
3 5t B SRR I PR R HEATRAE . SRIRRE R L0 2 mm, @K R BB R A, AR S
TG E AL 30 J5 LA BRI

3. ER5118
3.1. B,C/PTFE E&#¥ TG-DSC &%t

N T ER RS U E A MRS T2, WA T 50 wi% B,C &EM) 3 SHEMTE 201C~800°C
JEHE M TG-DSC 4k, FHEHEZF N 10°C/min. WK 2 FizR, TG-DSC MHARLE R ol Loy N =AM B, 28
—[rB: 320CLLR, BES AR MZER, TG REML LA TG, REENRERALSE
ks T DSC HiZkfE 200°C e A —METE RAIE, NSRRI RE: 25 kB 320C~600C, Mt
i PTFE RlALAE LK ByC WAL RE . Hr, DSC 2R 343°C 1y AT BIFE 5 PTRE R4 5
WEAR N 21.27 J/g. 7F PTFE &5 S LA, PTFE KB S5 M iR, S5AEmE BB N—
PR IRAS . 460°C~600°C A ahH PTFE HI#i#IE 2, DSC #hZk BRI 576.36 °C 1 KR, H
T PTFE #fifpkx, LA 500°C BA LI B,C FFERZEI AL, 1115 TG FrillFe & iR B S IE KT 50%.

M2 position Sample

! |

Incident neutron beam lj/

GEM detector

(b)

Figure 1. (a) Experiment set up and; (b) Schematic of neutron transmissivity test

1. (a) PFFEFHEMARLELYEM; (Ob) XREEREE
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Figure 2. TG-DSC curves of B4C/PTFE composites
B 2. B,C/PTFE E &# 1489 TG-DSC ik Lk

% =B 600°C~800°C, B,C Fr& k. RIA TG Lk LM IN28], L& DSC #h4k I 603°CHft
T PR TS AR U

FRAE DA 23 #r o] LA SE , 343°C e A3 B A FE il i PTFE BOISAGIR B : 7E 576.36°C ifq PTFE 22
RAERAE29]. ZEEMEIRIESIE S TG iz A — AR ELT LY PTFE RN — D R, M=
(R AR TR FE R I A MR AT LATE 300°C BA R AR E (o BRIk, FEADRIRI & fE i, & Sk Tl i (4
JE LG B IR PTFE M5 LL b, FROREFE—@ ), MRG0T h 4 i B i A A To e 1Y,
PTFE i85 AH B BOG Bl &5 il — AN ESE AR [30] o FERD BRI 2 1 R b, 165 380°C A NdR e b T o

3.2. B,C/PTFE E& WS

K] 3 AN B,C & i, B,C/PTFE & &M KA S 1) XRD Bk, 8 7ET 8, K& FE & AT
SPIETHEAT [ RS MALIE . I XTEE, FES & ATHIE 5 48 B,C A PTFE AHROATHIE ——XI M. pHatk, JRA1
D B4 1 A2 P AR B T 5 YY) PTFE 78 S AR 0 v B 2 o SRR AR R 45 B RS [3 1] B X b n] R
B, BEERET R ByC SR, 6 38° 28 A4 (02 1) TSt I 3 SBT3 58, AHNZ ) PTFE 176 18° 2 4
(R (LOOYAT SR U it B2 UL BT I 55 o L Ah, AN RIAE it [R]— RT ST (R 7 BOR R A%, B WTbe i #eh,  Jafib
(1) PTFE AHAERE YA 202 R 45 Gtk R 47, MR BAA A [ Sk 5 40075 77 4574 (hep) 1) B,C
PTFE XUAHZH B

3.3. B,C/PTFE E SRR 574

Kl 4 AR B,C &2 IMEAMEHAT WIS B SEM HE 5. anls 4(d)fs, Wrm Hal 17 2
PTFE $i22, WIS NPIMEWTR, S&8kEbE A B,C 1 PTFE AR TN S, MRS ) PTFE %
WARSE R, 20 pm o5 1 BoC M0RL S 35 (AR IR AR 1 ARG o ] 4(a)~(d) 75l 2 BaC B8N 70 wi%.
60 Wt%- 50 wt%AHl 40 wt% i B A EHIMMIESL . B B,C SR, TIHEE H B,C BURAH 1R
AFIZIR PTFE ARG I, 1M ELRCIR PTFE 5 B4C S0k 6078 5 ™ sk & 4(e) R 4(H 258 & 4(a)
FE 4(d)ROK 4 B EIR ), AR FE B4R PTFE TRRIES: 4504 B,C BikiE, H B,C & &k
ik, BESAMRES. BT R MmEE, FtE 40N 52 B,C Bk 5 PTFE (A g1 TR fd iy
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Figure 3. XRD patterns of B4C/PTFE composites
[ 3. B4,C/PTFE E&#KIHY X ST EIE

Figure 4. SEM images of B4,C/PTFE composites with different B,C content: (a) 70 wt%, 500x; (b) 60 wt%, 500x; (c) 50

wt%, 500x; (d) 40 wt%, 500x; (e) 70 wt%, 2000x; (f) 40 wt%, 2000x
4. [E B,C & 88} B,C/PTFE E&##H SEM BBH : (a) 70 wt%, 500 f&; (b) 60 wt%, 500 fZ; (c) 50 wt%, 500
&5 (d) 40 wt%, 500 f&; (e) 70 wt%, 2000 f&; (f) 40 wt%, 2000 5

RO B4k, 5 4(h PTFE i Aub b2 JRIEM T — K, TR —FIUIBT R “8” 130tk
FUREHS, KA AT &b RHI S . % B.C AR, B PTFE 2 LS8 11
RN 4(e)), HLABDRHN A ZEPEREIEOY B . A S BRI, B.C & RARIT, A
B

3.4. B,C/PTFE ES# RV EEMENEE S

=

AR TR RE IR R 2, Eat R AT A () s
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FXFE FE T B A N 0 2) s :
p2=ﬂ+ +...+W" (2)
Pr Pu P

KA, m FoRFERIITE; my RoRFEMTERK P HFEE; my RonFE i AR I G+
TEPMBEIRE: p,, 0,0, IOAFRBTCHIEE: w,w,, -, w, NEARH G E

M S HaT LR Y, SR S A 25 B KT 80%,  HTFE 1 7 PTFE FIE 210N 30 wt%, F3
FLAFXT % B e = 2SR . A M R S RAR G 25 B A8 BE A BLC S & i . 24 B.C & &N
40 W%l , A A K P RIAF X 35 B 40 3l s ) 2.228 g/em® R 98.7%, W& 5(H) i, HAWAHL R
WHUE . X B RO PR FE oK B AR PTFE 7840 369 B,C WURIF A FLER, TR a4
ZAGEK, MTHETR S A R AR B iR .

3.5. B,C/PTFE EG MR NFMREDH

Kl 6 B SONANE ByC S &N ARSI 2k, B s SR 5 Ul )T ME .
E—E AT, PSPt R e A 0%, B EROC, MR RPN R ae Jrliss . A
HEIE W, AR EIMEERE S PTFE & 238 in. ix&F b4 PTFE MR, SH64
AT DU D0 ZE [ (S 45F . 24 BLC RN 70 wioelt), BE S IS AR b M N 4.7 Tem®, 124
B,C &8N 40 wt%lt), Hyppdi Wtk alis#) 24.8 Jem®. MIXFHF LARTHIIRIE[3], 564 T DL 2 b T HEEL 88
FHIR S BE M RHEER B R vt T g e A AR T RE

Kl 6 T HUNANT B,C E & FRAMBIEEE AR I L. WHRgs R, KEMEHOIEER%E B,C
SRR, X2HT B.C BEHEFIRENEE, 44 SEM K4 R, X B,.C S =R &,
YT E AR AT B3 0 BLHEA SN R, R U R Sk R N, NI S A R 0 B A A
Ko (EBE SR (L BAR L TEEAS K, 7F 71.6~75 HD 2 [], 4% B AR R m DAYA 2 A i 5 i 9 k)

W

2.30f , X ]100
—e— Density (g/cm’) 1
225t  —m— Relative density (%)
®

2.20 al 1" =
~ S
“= 215} o {9 2
= 'z
- 210} 2
£ ., Jss g
g 2.05¢ E

=
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1.95}
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Figure 5. The density and relative density of B;C/PTFE composite as a function of B,C content
[ 5. B,C/PTFE £ & ¥ KIHY 2 E FAEX Z E R B,C 22T Lihk
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Figure 6. Curves of impact toughness and hardness of B,C/PTFE composites with B,C content

6. B,C/PTFE & &M RIAY A EH 14 K BRICHE RS B,C 2 8Lk

3.6. B,C/PTFE E &R A0/l AR 24

5t FH R o A D00 B (ST Z8 PR/ VBERT NS B4C/PTFE A ARG BEAT 1IN, 1] 7 9 B4C & 8N 50 wt%
IS A AR RE Al A A . :R(3) N Young JifE, ik 14l Ay A = S 5K 1 Z [ 2K & -

o5 =0y +0,, cosOkcosO = (o, —0y ) /0y, 3)

L oy N -SHFEK S, oy NE - WATHEK S, o, N - WK .

B Young T2 H A, Y 0<0oy, —oy <o, B, W cosd>0,0<90°, FMFEMARIM ZEKIER, BT
R S R E A, BRI A NIRRT Moy, <oy B, W cos@<0,0>90°, HEfilfi KT 90°HT,
VU 2 [ A SR T A B /K M I, BOVROR AN 25 S JE R [ o, L Y0 A 7B K /K P B o IR &5 SR RO,
B,C/PTFE E&ME T 2 uL MZM/KR, HEmMmL 132°; 70, B,C/PTFE E&MELEA RIF16HT
K 7 1
3.7.B,C/PTFE EAMRE T RS ESH

NB@QE%%%MMW@WNw%%ﬁAﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁT%?W@%%%ML@m»iﬁmﬂ%
SYLEEREMT, FILRTEWE 2 Prn. MR EEKH, 4 B,C T8N 70 wt%i, FEHETES
W%0m6m%,NﬁSﬁ%mﬁimﬁfuﬁﬁiﬁuToWﬁw%%%%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ%wﬁ&&;
FIK o A A& R 2k 2, H B 1% b FIOROM RE B JROR R 2 i FE I A & 5l NEOT R, AT YO EA R
ANEEICE, VN RN B AT PARRAR B & c 2 ARt U R I i .

3.8. B,C/PTFE EA& MR FIRIEEE D
3.8.1. AT IRUSCTHEREMIA 53 4f
Xob o R IR A, AR A R IR @) R

_G,/M2,
G,/M2,

“
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Measurement: Step: 58
Sessile drop[89] Temperature se... 27.6°C

Figure 7. Contact angle of B4C/PTFE composites
[& 7. B,C/PTFE E &M #HA Y IE R A

Table 2. Analysis of organic elements in B;C/PTFE composites

%< 2. B,C/PTFE EAMRWBENTES

40 wt% B,C FE 70 wt% B,C it FE
TLER TE(%) TOER TE(%)
H 0.011 H 0.006
N 0.90 N 0.35
S 0.073 S 0.067
C 22.13 C 20.96

K G, AL N GEM RS T2 M2, 8 M2 SRR TG G N ToRE i 2 SR A
I Y GEM SR 28 1 T iH 5 M2 NTERER S o M2 B 7t . EREE Rt E T, H
TOREAIRAS N BLALIN (8] 9 GEM R 25 16 Hh 1~ TH 35088 7 0l SR 4% EDIRAS TR 1 M2 ROk T 13 —14k, BATH
R ARAN RS E S5 R R R M

] 8 AR B,C FrER, HAMEHEK - @i 20l SR A 2 X b KL 8 A sl
ERTLEH, Sk —Enr, BEE B.C SEMBM, B F@E 5 SR m, flin 1A hFm
BRI ByC BN 5 w1 52.98% K FEF] 20 wt%lf () 16.49%, [F]—FE i 1) 738 5t R B 5 b1k
KA R PR TR, 4120 wt ByC%FE A AT 1A - HIES 2R 16.49%, X 4A 7N 0.15%. 5
—JiTH, EAEMEHH FIE S %HE B,C & &R IR M TR, XEZEET B.C B iR EMHTF
Wi ae
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Figure 8. Simulation and comparison of neutron transmissivity of B4C/PTFE composites

[# 8. B,C/PTFE £ & #HH o FiE 5t ERAZ T EFNSTM T EE

K 8 Btz N B4C/PTFE & & Ak 73 5 R (1) MCNPX A48 15 45 55 Sl S8 1 EL e . ol LA HE
THERT S ) 52 A ML AN [ o 73 S S 1 R AL R SRR g — B, P LT S I b T R A
RBSAR T SCIEE, FZFUUFJLAHER: 1) TR ER, € B,C/PTFE S&MEHE TLILIK
RGP R HiAK Cy By F S LRIEMEIH IS A6, SR, S2brdtkld B,C 1 PTFE #5040 4
FORL, TCR MMM oA R S, I HAPRIAR £ 00 € A7 AR — SS BRI AN FLIR, S0 -7d i %
2) GEM #RUUS B R AN HL 2% R G 1 HH 1) A9 28 250 2 o) Sl () 25 L il — 8 iR 225 3) AR S Bl ik
A 2 A B0h 7 1 AT TS5, (ARG DB R Hh = AR R

3.8.2. Bl & & B,C/PTFE £ &# 1 th FIRU 4 e BRI E

[FIR, JE T 5K -R IS LT His 1) MCNPX BAF T 7 ByC &8N 70 wi%. 60 wt%. 50 wt%AFll 40 wt%
B, AR 1AL 2A F1 3A WK Hp 7 RS S 3R 0 2 B ARG 28, Wil 9 B RS RRE, X
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Figure 9. The variation of neutron transmissivity and thickness of B4C/PTFE composites with B,C content
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