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Abstract

The most widely used and proven pressurized water reactor cladding materials are Zircaloy-2 and
Zircaloy-4 until now. With the development of nuclear power reactor technology in the direction
of improving fuel consumption and reducing fuel cycle cost, improving reactor thermal efficiency
and improving safety and reliability, higher requirements are placed on the performance of zirco-
nium alloys, which are key component fuel element cladding materials, including the properties of
corrosion resistance, hydrogen absorption, mechanics and irradiation dimensional stability. In
summary, the cladding material is an important component of the nuclear reactor. The perfor-
mance of the final cladding material during the operation of the nuclear reactor determines the
service life and safety reliability of the reactor. Therefore, it is necessary to study in depth the
evolution of the behavior of the PWR reactor to provide new ideas for the design and processing
optimization of new zirconium alloys with better comprehensive performance. In this paper, the
research progress of the performance degradation of zirconium alloy cladding materials (Zirca-
loy-2 and Zircaloy-4) in PWR at home and abroad is reviewed. This is based on cladding materials
eroded by coolant (hydrogen separation and oxidation) and irradiation creep in nuclear reactor at
high temperature and pressure. The reason and mechanism of property degradation of cladding
materials are analyzed and summarized. Finally, the future research direction is also forecasted.
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1. 5|8

B [ A X BEIE 1 75 SRR AN 2 T, 8 S A AR H s s, [RIRG,  F-4R a] Sk
AIRREEME . PR VERN SR EUIR OR 1035 VR BRRBR B2 B [ N AN L. X RRVE TSR REIR . —, U
SEAZ L ARZIRRL T T 70, H 2532 2 E ] AMBUR I EE L. 1970 SRg 57 T 55— HE s A0 A% sk J5 b
SRS HA A5 0, W, kiR R H a2 8t S8 1 000 . B A% Sl AR AR W7t
ARV, DRI T A B K PR PR A F Sl R 2 H AR A I T AR PR R o A s AR O A R i R
RiHE, il — R IR RAR  EEFh Ly SRS SRR 2R e R . Bk, SR
JSLHE BT A R RESR HY T B 1R, UL B AR K H AR T A kL. o, R T2 B4R
SRR IR (I 2t 2 R B A5 T — o

o & RERRNEGE MR, TR PRI R A 0.18 x 107 m?. U Zircaloy-2. Zircaloy-4 Fl
Zr-1Nb 5454 4 i P 7 IR A it 2 75 (0.20~0.24) x 107 m?. 7 300°C~400°C ) ik i S K A Z& i rh
A R YRS, TEMENA M S P b PR IR TERE . AN, BiA & RA MK RV, ISR,
SAZIAEE B BOAR 2 B 20 8 I T 5500 05 o DR RS & St 32 MO S i HE AL e 4 B 1]-[8]. H A
PR 12 R0 B e /K HE AL SR Zircaloy-2 M1 Zircaloy-4. 7EM N HES T, Sh&42 3t 7@ &
M E(E > 1 MeV), X¥FEEEGENEESG. &8 MRS R E LR TIRb FRE SR T IErE
MEAER, XMRERASCE AR FIER T, &8 R 8RR E A S fa . i, PR
BEA S ETERE . ERRNHEEEE R T, AR TR B LS T, 2R &R, &%,
FRIRAE ISR AR, X Zircaloy TEIXFHIRSE T 52 B BRI MO B0 T, DAORIEAZ [ S HE IE
BAT RN G 2 4 R HAE F A ar B T o [ P A0 ER A T SRD S 56 B9F 5 19 b A% S 8 HE BT P ) L e
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BHE SN HEIZATIN, A TR REIR FEJT T 1 KR MR AW TE[9]-[15]. ASOWIELER, Hia et
FARME P REAR B J7 T AR TE A8 T RGEM oM, VAR GE , 03 75 T AR SRAFF 7810 7 Tl Bt 7 — S5 il
2. BRBERNERS

HF 8 & S RAA IR TR, IXFERCRTE TIARE, JF LA iR N AT R &R,
M AL REAN DU Pl R R . DRIE, R f5e )2 K HE R SE AR B & 82 (Zircaloy-2 I Zircaloy-4),
EANTHI 2R WA 1 FoR . Hor, Zircaloy-2 N T KA S B HE, Zircaloy-4 N T 15 717K % S N HE o

Table 1. Chemical composition of Zircaloys

%% 1. Zircaloys BILE R 5

Weight % of Alloying Elements

Alloy Sn Fe Cr Ni Zr and Impurities
Zircaloy-2 1.5 0.12 0.1 0.05 Balance
Zircaloy-4 1.5 0.22 0.1 - Balance

B R TR A% S S HEAE ] R BB e B A E BN 3R o FERR R B HE A HK 585 6 4
WIRRIE L, 4G SRR RS . 5, BESRIRERRERIEN), HBEG SR
TN . Zircaloy AL SEMANERAL LM Zircaloy /1% MEREM HZ AR . LU NEEA T ATAER B A 4
S IXTT T B TN Zivcaloy I SAUAT AN Zircaloy HIFRIIGAAT A .

3. Zircaloy HrS1T A
Bl IR LI TH R, MR 78 5 /K2R A 3 AR IR AR SR I S -
2H,0+Zr < ZrO, +4H +582 kJ -mol ™ (Zr) 6]

H T Zircaloy 5 H A IRKHIZRME, 5 5 A ), JOIRAE = RN H 5 5§12 Zircaloy 1,
BIEX Zircaloy H /1A PEREA M. K 1 45 T Ze-H A DR 45 1 I AE R 5 25 [ 2 28 X 7 T ik
IR TER S A AN G o S PP R R S IR BE IR &R, W 2 B[ 16].
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Figure 1. Phase diagram for Zr-H
1. Zr-H 8 &
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Figure 2. Terminal solid solubility (TSS) of H in Zr [16]
2. STESEPIRREIRE(16]

3.1. tFiSITHAERHE

5 H AT A RE R SR, Zircaloy 5 H TR A EEA Zr,H ZrH. ZeH, A1 ZrH, 5. XS ALY)

AR S S S MM I E e A . XEEEANE R RS EARNEN, NEPEWDEAR

[FI e 24, anl& 3 Fras. DRk, A3 it 5 — 1 SR B U S S Se A M i A5 . 0%
PERUFIA RS E 1
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Figure 3. Unit cells for (a) Zr,H, (b) ZrH, 5, and (d) ZrH,. Gray and dark cyan
spheres stands for H and Zr atoms, respectively

3. sERI REE R (a)Zr,H, (b)ZrH, 5, (¢)ZrH F(d)ZrH, B &
B, REBHKREFHET, BEOHKRETZETF

W.H. Zhu 5 A\[17])5: 7% FEiZ oR B0 (DFT) 45 A 68 53 A0~ 1H % sk £ HF A Materials Studio 7
CASTEP ) (-Zr,H. y-ZrH. §-ZrH, 1 e-ZrH, s VAR EALYITTRE 1 i 7454 . o2k BN AR 2 R
WIt. THESRKY, BB vl A WM S R R &8 5 Ze,H A ZeH 1) 77 5710 i /2 ZE
JEPERT, T ZeHy A1 ZeH, s &METERT . TS BN PURN S ALY T ke 2 1, B X PURb S TEH
JE R A2 E W T F. Wang S8 A [ 18] 3 T-~F [ 2y (PAW) AT SUB EE I ALl(GGA)FI A VASP X}
ZtH(x=1, 1.25, 1.5, 1.75 F 2)@47 1 p5 Mg taiae thii 128 — BB H R 78 87 1207w A B
(fec, o FH)FNTHICoVUHIAA (fet: e M, c/a < 1; y M, c/a> DI ZrH(x = 1, 1.25, 1.5, 1.75 F1 2)FH&5 2
fem FEAERIN: ¥Rt R T SRR ZeH, AR BTSSR T o I AR E
IEAh, S.C. Lumley 55 A[19]15: T 55— J5 B 5 4% ) 71 %R CASTEP B 7L 1 Zr WA+ Ze 4l
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(IR (G T IR IR BN I RN 4 & TR S R B 88) o TR H 2 Zr &k — AN X034 B H Ak
YeFF— M H AERIE S M s Re 22 S tHEARBIH) H ISR R T SR80 15 B BV, GRS
REZIG N RS H & Bk ISV S TTieE: SR IREh S v & m iiie Bt ¢S 2 B E EE R, TRALREIK
R GARFEAE, X hep F1 bee S AN 22 R (W Pog JE 8 B, IRSNIGAIR LR E RO TR 19 Gl v A2
#t—2PHL, M. Christensen 55 A\[20]%} Zr. Zircaloy-2 F Zircaloy-4 " R] GEAF1E IS4, @id 5 —
JRHEETHEA AT T p-ZrH. 8-ZrH, s F e-ZrH, =Fh S I I S5 K Re e PEVK S5 G A TR 1 X S A W Rk
WAL o F3H1, 8-ZrH, s A e-ZrH, X AP &S I A2 B S A T8 & b e T ). Bair 55 A\ [21 381 2 5
FAITTVE, WHIC T o B3R AR (R y SN RS 6 EAMTERZFIK R0 . 245 R 3R,
8 BB TR AL 2 B T P AR eh R A . AW s AL TR AZ AN aa s AR I, A B33
3R 2l . RK. Sharma &5 N[22 ARGk, W T AR KM T o B o SALPTTiE i
RTEARAEL ) o AR, PRSI 6 SATTIE RS TAR, I 3 il 5 BEAR A4 (1 ZE T AH —
B J7 I R AR EUE . P.A. Burr 58 A\ [23]15: T2 B2 BB, FERIH M KE R 58 T H 5300
BLFTE @, B-Zr F Ze-M H B 4 J& (1) S A B 7T - 45 K B, Zircaloy-2 X H A 5 KA, T Zircaloy-4
ANREFRAL R 05 KA B 25 [RIBR IR Hi; 285 —ARL T Zr(Cr, Fe), B2 H HE T HIER A Zircaloy AfL)Z .

3.2. tiISITHNLER

M.S. Blackmur 55 A\ [24 38 [F2D 48 X SFRATHHE 5T 1 Zircaloy-4 AL UITES) 7752 flAT]
RIN, E RSB AT 264 0 B I A 18] B HCTiE i A2 ) T8 32 BR ) A 2 52 o T H.C. Chu %5
N[2518F 58 1 1B K5 Zircaloy-4 1058 A2 A B AN H Ak BE RS o Jl I S B B8 ) ke, %
PEREIR, FIFARE SRR SEL8 73 4 7 S A 5E 1), GRS A € [ 5200, 42 1) A% Zircaloy-4
BFEHJIE BRI . 1350, RS X Zircaloy-4 /FL7E % ) 4E J& M AT LA RIS AN R &L
YIREAR T Zircaloy-4 1058 i 17 /122 RE - M. Kerr 55 A\ [26 il BT 70/ B S AL ESHRA Zircaloy-2 He A/
B N2 AE MR o T A N AR AR AL, BT B ) A AR AT S A T R S A A, AR A, A A
Zircaloy-2 (SIS BMEAR T, J5 42 AR B4 M Zircaloy-2 %% A1 ALY J B AR RN = ANB B o

A. Steuwer 55 A [27]% H G & CUELIR P IE &8 X 2T 7750 98 1 Zircaloy-2 1 Zircaloy-4 # &4k
R JE AL AR 7] 7y 2 b, 950, H R 20 7 I — N 6 Ein y SN AR R
BT, K.B. Colas 55 A\ [28 1@ i [F20 i 2% X S ATH 7 1EXT Zircaloy-2 Fl Zircaloy-4 [ TTIE SN 115
FHEHT E RIIBTFL, 3R — AN E8 € A S RHERT S bR, B BT AL Zircaloy-2 A1 Zircaloy-4 i}
HR YOV 485 ) B R A S A0 B30 A 1) B 1T BRI N 75~80 MPa. 1] W. Qin 25 A [29 il ik — AN #h J7 244 7 Jf:
G55 HUR FTHIT ST Zircaloy-4 KA 5T &) 8-FAMIITEAZAE ] . WSS REW], 1 Zircaloy-4 12 IF] il
R 552 BN B S UTE . Hsiao-Huang Hsu &5 A [301@ L&A RSP E WK AN Zircaloy-4
(W R - 25 R B, Zircaloy-4 H E ALY 1 % [n) 2 52 Wi R T7 R 5 (1), 75 R Siii 2 8 300°C B, Zircaloy-4
T 22 o P AR FEE B T S0 S A 20 14 52 ) AN BBURR

M. Grosse 55 N [31 R T & ERAT T 17 ALE Zircaloy-4 (4 BRI . KN a-Zr ML O
VIRESEAZ, HEMT B-Zr M, H 5 Zr BYJE 7L e O WRBERARM T B 2 W bRk i A, ik
A 52 B 2 2 B2 o AT, Motta 55 A [32] 05K FH [F) A5 s & X 5 ZeAiT S T vE AR I AU T+ 555 V2R
Ji Zircaloy-4 AWML L. 45 REW], SAMUTE B2 52 Zircaloy-4 I REERIRAL, TRA &
S AU S BT 58 R AR TR A I BORSIE T Zircaloy-4 HIIEfEME . #3E—PHh, A. Couet
2 N[33156T X R kAL S & 45 (Zircaloy-4 A1 ZIRLO) 58675 & 4> (Zr-0.4Fe-0.2Cr F1 Zr-2.5Nb), K et
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(] Micro-X ANES RALEA M TE & e E IR0 - 753 1 ER AR A DR Z 2 & S n R KA FE
1M HLAE 2 Prds € 1) & @ i R Ao . iR o2 SRR I BA [34 383 32 5 FELBE AL T 72 17 I8
BT RN ES AN Zircaloy-4 & & &M A KIIFEM . AT, RN AERT, RS T
FEANDY e, FHAERRE B THRN 7 AT T S . EBGR 2R TARIERT, Zircaloy-4 &
EhEM SR, I HBI S 6 M Zr(Fe, Cr), 5 AR 7 H 5.

4. Zircaloy IS X1TAH

Zircaloy EALEFE LA R 3 MNP BAL . Zircaloy HIEL IS R R E 4 FiR[33].
1) SELEKD T H 5> B I Zircaloy %02 R T -

dissicoiation + 2—-
2H,0——""""—>4H" + 20, ,vea 2)
2—- - absorption 2—
Oadsorbed + VO Oabsorbed (3)

2) HTERIEIRERE, AN B 19 #Ei#E il Zircaloy MRS IEE SRR . S8 ST
XA S SR, ©5 Zr FHE T RS R EAY) .

Zr Ml—) ZI'APr +4e” (4)
Zr* 4202 oy —2m0_ 770, 5)
3) MENE GRS T, B TRl R RIE R H BT
4H+ + 4e— reduction 2H2 (6)
Zro, ZrO,
|:l:,|> (2)zojl;»scrbed.'A'l-l+ Jesocaton ZHZO
(4)Zr 221N, oz <1Ej
B b ti -
(s)ozbsurbed.'.v'd M Oihsorbed

oxide
formation

(5)zr**+20% ZrO

absorbed 2

:::> (6)4H"+4e 22" o

METAL Zr OXIDE ZrO, WATER

2

Figure 4. Oxidation process for Zircaloy
[ 4. Zircaloy S EREE

4.1. FHITANERHE

HErR T8 & &S AT N ER T R AT RIER D . A V. Ruban &5 \[35]id 5 55— R B 5,
T 1 Zr-O ARG S RIMA TP R . ZrO, 6 /2 R 7 95 18] B A7 B (1 B1~(0001) [l . Z. Wang %5 \[36]
I 5 T8 J1 R0 T ZeO, B & S AN oL E ) (3R o BE4DLEh AR 7 1 A AR T S 3G, 581 diks
PIRLETRE K5 ke, T 2 5 AR NHE 2 S BUH AR IR HEFI AR AL, e AT A AR P A Bk G
TR ML Gh R S W 22 21 (13 S — B
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4.2. SWITHNEAR

N. Stojilovic % A\[37]5RH AES il TPD J73% 43 Al 58 1 AEIRE Y 150 K A1 300 K, 180, X Zircaloy-4
MfERH . SRR, EXAFHMNEE FENEAHERZES: KBS &R R LR, HE
W RIA 180, HIWLHEE . 1M A. Yilmazbayhan %5 A[38]% Fi%E 5 fi 7 MBI AL T Zircaloy-4+
ZIRLO FI Zr-2.5Nb =Fh & G AE A KA BRI AR 8 AAT 9. 350, X =Mis & e Ay 2=
S, BixsbzE RSk TR E S 1% . WL Qin 25 A\ [39] 038 ot 2 37 30 ) SRR SR BT 9T s B S T AR
(1) ZrO, WS S Hot R B P . WFFCEE AR, BT AR ZrO, B BRMH Y ZrO, WS AR B 25520 T 4
WG BB ZrO, WA [A]& 4: UTVE R Ik Wi AR T I8V BR IE 7 A ZrO, BRI ZrO,
(P77 AR SR B B B I B BEAT . X Ma S8 N [401BR AL T 7RIS 973 K & 1123 K (FilE) FIRE = T
1373 K & 1523 K (i) B & S8 1) Zircaloy-4 AN /1001 TH MY 8RS, B8 7 — M
JUFEIN 973 K & 1523 K AP AR EN D, = 4.604 exp (—214.44 kJ/RT) cm’/s.

2P, N.Ni S\ [41 BB T B8, B0 T ILBR R EH e A S aEIT . 4iHRRH,
A LB 3 2 B A SR R AL U Sk T 35 3N s FFUR R N LIE R 5 &R
G A, B 5 S B A S & e SR (e gk s & & i — P44k . Pia Tejland 55 A[42] 038 i
U T BB A B T B AOBEE AT T RO [F) B AR RS AR RS R BT Zircaloy-2 HIEALAIK
/WK Zircaloy-2 J& T2 REA o SRAN, 55 AR Wi R K TEAZ A, S AT 2L | Zircaloy-2 AL IHERE .

4.3. Zircaloy BYiERIETITH

5 R A e EL PR PR ML) A S B v A AR ML AR A, R o A ™ 2 P s R B R B B AR T 7 A 1
PrAFSeId BEnG . I 28 AR PR 2 PR 3 N L0 R A0 ) 5 o [43]

: Hydrogen .
Applied Temperature 003; ten% Primaty
stress factors

I l\/\/i

Formation of Hydrogen in

hydrides (TSS) solid solution

l l Secondary
. Compressive stresses Ephanced factors
Sesuling around hydrides dislocation

HEHOS SEES (depending on their mobility
\ morphology)
A

Creep strain

Resulting creep
behavior

Figure 5. Influence factors and interaction for creep strain

B 5 BENTHERERMBELXAR

43.1. ERIFEITANERHE
Venkat Rao Mallipudi 55 A [43 K FAT BR 7075 ¥ HSARAU IR 25 & AR 3l A i A2 SR A 70 7 AR &
Xf Zircaloy-4 WFAAT ML . S5REH, (LRI SR 1A R ) FUARIE N S, A2 1) 2y
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AR, #FAE R 3K . T J.W. Dunlop % A [44R & 1Eff) Kocks, MeckingEstrin (KME)# V7. [ ¥
PEAR TSR - 25 5 1 1 I 1o 24 PR o A Uk B 7 A T 3R BRI IR A Zircaloy-4 FMRARAT . 4 RE
B, SRR SRR A B B A TR Zircaloy-4 HUIFEAEAT N . Ville Tulkki 55 A [45] 00 3% TR st B g v 7 — A
Zircaloy WF AR KA 5T Zircaloy 54847 Ao 13501, RFIEAT Jxt 6k (8] 2440 N RELER I Zircaloy 176 4H
BLAE T AT AT R o

4.3.2. ERISTIT ARSI R

J.H. Moon 5 A[46]% F& 1E (1) 052 B4 A7 55 ] i i AR BRI 58 1 Zircaloy-4 1 i A8 B FE - 388 1k %
Zircaloy-4 IFAZSZIG IR . 45 REW, IREART 510°C B S 88 A7 4L, EIRE N 510°C~593°Cil
FEI PN, WERUATAEREEAS g T £ () T RN 4 . T Troy A. Hayes %5 A [47]5% F 3 B85 1) () 25 A K K ML SR ATE 7
Zircaloy-2 IHAS W 2L . 45K, Zircaloy-2 A8 25 {37 i 24 2 WL e i W7 2 2 T B O 110 A0 4 21 7
ARG . TROY A. HAYES %8 A [481MIB 78 7 i 2 id iy “ T et L Egs & e it 78 7 i
FEVEE A 300°C~850°C K Zircaloy-2 Fl Zircaloy-4 (K4S K. 1550, ALESTE LR AT BE AL 15 ) 5 i AR i R
(484, Zircaloy-2 fil Zircaloy-4 [f1i 483 53718 4.8 Fl1 5,

B. M. Morrow %5 A [49]ifi i Zircaloy-4 i A5 M0 N I 45 & 4 53738 5 H0 7 R AUBE 30 1UE 12 1F (1 R B A7 4
F bR A S B AR T AR ALY SR TR Zircaloy-4 U5 847 N A BEM - AR, Massih [50]00)R A A~ A X 3801
A A A R R 9 e A R R B 2R 4 S AR B VI 900~1400 K e il s 245 0 28 X 5 47 SR A 7
Zircaloy-4 84T R 25 R, P BAH X I AR AR B 5 IS8 AN B A AR ARF, T 28 T A B 0 3K
s L AHTT & o AL Sarkar A [STIRAWFL T &K Zircaloy-4 S8 T AR . 450K, H /775 T [
AR TR 5T JE 1 Zircaloy-4 FIMGEASE 2, Wi TN TR IR Zircaloy-4 (13548 H %

Ht—Dh, RW. Kozar & N\[S2\1WF 50 T EAF BIRERR 73R, WK T Zircaloy-2 HIRZ SR HE P 1) iR
PSR ATy, FEECER T JURRAS A (R s M AR T AR AR ML o SR, IX e AR T A AR AL 1) 43 )3 FH T
6~ HORIT =R B2 77 [X 35k P o 50 P e A S 58 = T 2 A NI 465 A 285 L 52 ) T S 2 4 SR 4 0 1) s B 38 Bh R
B. Kombaiah 28 A [53] @8 1 ¥R {5 Bl N 500°C~600°C, &R /3(>10°E) F, Zircaloy-4 JF4 ] 4525 i
W, SRR IR R, KA T, R RIS 32 2 IR I e
Fefz il

5. &5RIE

IR IO R R B R N HERE & IR 2117, L2 B [E N 4738 iz e s AT i fe e, #%
BREL G2 B R R BR i T R EIRAN BT . 28 LRTIR, 0 LA E P9 228 R X H TR K s A 4
(Zircaloy-2 1 Zircaloy-4)fi 1) 3= B 7t TAE =2 il = = N B SR A RE 1722

Sh4 DA EXHRZRRL IO 52 158 FEBIR B AR T, 43 HH DA — 28454

1) IR EAL R M HEIZ AR I FE, FER PRI AE Zircaloy B78 /A4 UG, 454G Zircaloy
A A S L R R 722 (3 AR TR o 4 RO AR 2 B 0 — VAR, RS i AR S Ja AR = A B

2) 1R NHEEEE RS, GELE Zircaloy B 1) UO, BREIA KA #Y, K AR F 2L Zircaloy
BFZHNZ AN FN ST, X Zircaloy BLEIEEE . 546, Zircaloy L5852 BIZK AU i~ A A T 5L
HAAOMEWT . X B R E b T LSRRI A

X FREC T H AR T, 1T — L il

1) Zircaloy-2 R TCETIEA, &% S5 Zircaloy-2 FALNEWT . BN T FRARES & &I EGE R,
KB I I FVERBBE S, AT RO s 2R, H AT A TFHRIE I SR A 45 s s
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Nb JT&R, FA AR ThAE AT AR AR S = .
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