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Abstract

Adding rare earth elements to magnesium alloys is an effective alloying method, which can signifi-
cantly improve the comprehensive properties of magnesium alloys. Rare earth elements have unique
physical and chemical properties, which can refine the grain, enhance the solid solution strength-
ening effect, and promote the formation of thermal stability phase, thereby improving the strength,
heat resistance and corrosion resistance of the alloy. The microstructure and mechanical proper-
ties of as-cast Mg-1.5Zn-xGd alloy (where x = 0.5, 1.0, 1.5) were studied by means of X-ray diffraction
(XRD), optical microscopy (OM), scanning electron microscopy (SEM) and tensile test at room tem-
perature. It is found that with the increase of Gd content, the second phase in the alloy gradually
changes from I phase + W phase to a single W phase, the grains are gradually refined, and the distri-
bution of the second phase gradually changes from discontinuous distribution at the grain boundaries
and uniform distribution in the grain to a continuous network structure. With the increase of Gd,
the yield strength of the material first increased and then decreased, and the ultimate tensile
strength and elongation both decreased first and then increased, with the maximum values of 46
MPa, 136 MPa and 17.3%, respectively. The tensile fractures at room temperature showed the char-
acteristics of coexisting cleavage plane and tearing edge, which is a fracture mode combining brittle
fracture and ductile fracture. Further optimization of Gd content and its synergistic effect with other
elements is expected to develop new magnesium alloy materials with better properties to meet the
demand for high-performance lightweight materials in aerospace, automotive industry and other
fields.
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BRSNS E N EEmARL, TEMEIR . RZE T K 3D 4T BN R I T E K
(N F1[1]-[5]. 4R, BEEa i 2 M S BN RPUGAREE S, BRI T Ik — bR H[6] [7]. AT ik
BAEENEGAENR, MMANRRR T ZMEEEg, LA LRI R —Fa 2. W
Ton R EA MR T E R, GRS B RS S MR SR ) Re . MR B A28
PRIGVERT, Wit R AFeE e, mmd e (B R BORMIR SR T AR S, X Lo i A HE A TE = IR A
il & S A IEM R SR, AT AR R A BR8] [9]

AR, B RHFHEAR R R R E BB TR K, RTEASNAARRIRN, Rl 1E
Fis - e 2 B I L g e Dy T B T R R . 1993 4E, BB TEE[10]E R L, Mg-Zn-RE & 4i
T A R T USRI R E I AE . Ik, Mg-Zn-RE &4%3) T 2 K550, BN RS S it
P, S EBPRIE R E AT IR Mg-Zn-RE &4 RMIEAS, T T2 R Res: T K&
A E[11]-[15] BFFCRIL, 7E Mg-Zn-RE & &R IE & I0H T u 3 (0 Y Gd 25) REE (2 it — -+ it v
e AH (1-phase) (17 % [16]-[18], 1l S EAS 2 [ RE & 2 U <4 i d AR 0 2R . 4N, Gao S5[19]0F 7K
DL, EEII Y WEEN SES SR, R ARTE R, (2R Y 2 S BRI
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1M Wu Z5[20]8F 5E 2B, Ce HIMNINT] LA ZE OB & SRS, HFEIE 98 & ekt fb A e
M B 4 ) S0V RE . SE b, MQ-Zn-RE &4 58 M IO BRSO 2 & ik e 1B AT x(Zn)/x(Gd)
MILLAE ARG . Lee 7E Mg-Zn-Y &< & IL[21], #EMAHFITERNS ZnlY B EZPK R ZnlY KT 4.38 I,
AU ARE, ZnlY £ 1.10 5 4.38 Z[EEF, AOEHR 2 EINTE 1 AHS W AH[22]. Luo L Z8[23]Hf
T X(Zn)=0~10%, Xx(Gd) = 0~2%%% 48 MAFERT R I, 4 x(Zn)/x(Gd) ¥ ELAE S FEl v 1.5~40 B, AILLE
B AH, 2 x(Zn)/x(Gd) ELERE & 4 e R AR 2 m | M. Rk, ASCEE S Gd 1I& =ELLE,
H14% 3 FIASE | A S B L8544 Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd. Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd. Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd, FEH5% 3
P& &M B LR )2 e

2. EWMHSFE

Mg-Zn-Gd & &M=y AR 1o A S el i JE 4l Mg, 4 Zn BLK Mg-30% Gd H (1] A 4 KAl
I WS IR BR TS LR R RRL, ARE KAl Mg B TR Y, Ik 730°C B 2 58 Ak s
BRI IN Mg-30% Gd H (] &4 14l Zn, JRIBIE 78 0 Pk R 5 o Y AR s K iR THE 2
760°C, fRFFIZIEEFE 10 080 BIRERE 730CHE, MATH LB RREE . B LG, T COo,
1 SFe (VR & S M HEAT RS

Table 1. Actual composition of Mg-Zn-Gd alloy (at.%)
= 1. Mg-Zn-Gd & &R SEBRAL 57 (at.%)

o Zn Gd
Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd 1.38 0.34
Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd 152 0.9
Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd 1.45 13
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Figure 1. Experimental flow chart
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XFTREAHES, B e b AT FT BEOGACBE, B J5 A 4% 52 (1) R BRIP RS VAR AT I e, R DG
BRI BMEE M. RER B X S LI (EDS, AZtech Max2, Oxford Instruments, London, UK) Al
% S 3 o T RN (FEGSEM, Zeiss Sigma HD, Zeiss, Dresden, Germany) i £ 4 F WO 2H 2 B v ek 7 24
RIAHAT 7B, FH52m T R R AR E « X ST AT 4% A (XRD, Empyrean Series2, PANalytical,
Almelo, The Netherlands)# FH >k 15U FF it 2 T R0 AR ZEL RS o 58 A 110 5L Ak &85 4 0 368 0 328 S Fl 1 SR A B
(TEM)iE— 25T, Hikie R4l B s &3 b B3 3 1. MR4E GBT228-2002 hrifk, BT A kA H )
R FOR, FFETREM EHRRIEHL LA 3 mm/min SEFEHET T IR RN, SEIG AR EwE 1A
Ao

3. LRSS
3.1. 75 Mg-Zn-Gd & & MMLALE S

K 2 N¥EA Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd. Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd fil Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd & 4] XRD i, 7& Mg-Zn-Gd
AREET, WOSLTEME WA L. Bhah, W AR X BFERAT 16 A B 2B x(Zn)/x(Gd) Eu 31 i 48
i AE Ak, X BTN I & T — M B A T C 27 G54 B VAR, T AERE — B o3[ € A S [24] . ARk
B 45 5 HAT S FE AT, DI AT LA % XRD ATHHIEACER 2 W A, Bl Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd 5 Mg-
1.5Zn-1.0Gd A #H M FIRIA AL A W H & a-Mg), 1 Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd R&H W A a-Mg. APk
B, | MRS 5 &4 R SEHK, A Zn/iGd thE 5. X EAE BT R, B Zn/Gd =
1.5~40 i}, WJLATERL | AH[23].

o = =
O 0 a-Mg
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Figure 2. XRD pattern of as-cast alloy; (a) Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd; (b) Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd; (c) Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd
& 2. $5754 48 XRD Ei%; a) Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd; (b) Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd; (c) Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd

3 N2 Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd. Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd Fil Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd & 4= {10624 B AL 4 . A 3
ATLAER R, B A SRR R AR RIES. (£ Zn SEAFAEMEN T, HE Gd &&
(I3, & 4138 R RS Z B o FAASK UG, 2 Gd & & 0.5 at.%mT, P38 R K /N4 A 116 pm;
M4 Gd &2 NZE 1.0at%mf, P8R RSP T 17.2%. #E— 238 Gd & &5, M Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd
F| Mg-1.5Zn-15Gd &4, HFaRI /N 96 pm 52 70 pm, FEIEIAS] 7 27.1%. Gd JTTRMIIA2AE
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Figure 3. Microstructure of Mg-Zn-Gd alloy in as-cast state: (a) (b) Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd; (c) (d) Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd; (e) (f) Mg-
1.5Zn-1.5Gd
3. Mg-Zn-Gd A& RSSEMELEBE: (a) (b) Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd; (c) (d) Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd; (e) (f) Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd

SU8600 13.00kV 8.0mm x1.00k LD 11/28/202) 50 pm

Figure 4. SEM photos of Mg-Zn-Gd alloy as cast: (a) Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd; (b) Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd; (¢) Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd
4. Mg-Zn-Gd &€ 8957 SEM BB : (a) Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd; (b) Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd; (c) Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd

P 4 A#EES Mg-1.5Zn-xGd (x = 0.5, 1.0, 1.5) &4/ SEM . HE 4 vJLLEH, X=MREFHESE
FEMEIKAN) a-Mg FEA LK A G AR, & Gd FREMmIEK, AMUE ZAHMEEA iy
I, it A R A T AR, AR T BT R A3 A T A B A ST BT T AR N B AR
B SOIRIBE S 50 Ai o ARHE EDS /3T 45 (WL 2), RIVFTA =F& 4 i Y E2H Mg, Zn
A Gd =M EM . EAERERNEZ, MT Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd 5 Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd &4 1M 5, Zn 5 Gd )5
FEHAT 1.5 B 40 2 J8); ixT Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd &4, MEEIET 1:1. 454 XRD ML R, s
H7E Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd 1 Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd &< AFLE 2 | AHAT W AH, H. | A& &8>, MfE Mg-1.5Zn-
1.5Gd &4 FANAEAE W AH. | AR L 2R P [26] [27]. SR A4 T Gd & 8BHUK, A AFEREE T
FEH, Mg7Zn3 A2 1E & & Zn i X8 B - Mg-Zn-Gd & 4 7 1) Frank-Kasper 74 #i 5 /2 H 444 ) Samson-
Pauling-Bergman J5i -1~ FIHERR T I [28] [29]. AT, HT Gd JTTERK & EED, XM E-1 1 £ & A
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Table 2. EDS component analysis results of each point in Figure 3

F 2. [E 3 h & =AY EDS BT T IEER

Element (at.%)

Point
Mg Zn Gd
A 57.69 32.50 9.81
B 75.40 15.36 9.24
C 73.56 2.78 1.87

3.2. %75 Mg-Zn-Gd & & 1 EMEES

% 3 N¥EE Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd. Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd A1 Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd & 4= = 5 hifi Jy 2 PERE . &l
M, 2 GdEEN0S5 at%lf, A&MEREE N 30 MPa, RIRPLHEE N 125 MPa, FE{HZER A 17.3%.
b Gd ZEIGINE 1.0at.%, &< MRk 2 A B i K (E 46 MPa, (HRRBR i s B 2 T I 5 3e my, e f
MK 17.3% FFEF] 16.1%. 24 Gd S E#—PHINE 1.5 at%hf, G40 EREERE TR, AR
Fr R IR B i K AE 136 MPa,  SEfRZR U _F T3] 16.5%.

Table 3. Mechanical properties of as-cast alloys

¥ 3. HSAEHIIMIMLRE

HEFERE
kA
YS uTs EL
Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd 30 125 173
Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd 46 124 16.1
Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd 42 136 16.5

XA A A AT LUA R T Gd 7E8E & &b M s A/ I FD 8 AT . 24 Gd & S8 (4 0.5
at.%), ‘& FFE I VA A LEI TR A A 0 nREE, [FIR ORFER E AR . SR, B Gd SRR,
2K Gd JR T AT R RAETE AR —AHMIUR, X SERRLAE— e AR RRRAS TR g, Mfide s T E
IR 3 P RR PR U f s, AE R AR T ARSI, B8R Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd & 4 H AT i iR PR
Prhias s, (AIAEMREL, SBonHEEREM. M2 T, Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd &4 H T HRKN Gd &
&, RESRTR TR I A R A ROR, SOB R T 2 8 AT R, AT DR TR R

7E Mg-Zn-Gd &4, | AR —FhE Z RS M. | HERS Zn/Gd 1 Gd &&= & U1, 24 Gd &
# 4 05at.%M, Zn/Gd=3, WK, | #H5 W FHEIRAEAE, W AHECEAIRHED, %6 &0 SR A R,
BRI, GBS . BE Gd FEEm, £ Zn SEAEWHEN T, Zn/Gd {EE T
B, | AHM AR >, H W ARTT ARG 2 . W AR BT 80T & G b o RO I8N, 38900 T d AR,
MBS T &4 R aEhae . shak, | ARAN W AR P VR I3 = T & &M JE RSB, (H T W AR son]
REFE T — RN, EARIRPTR REA BT R, 2 Gd &= — D1 e (B0 1.5 at.%), |
FHIZME R, W AR OB IR 2% . W ARFE A —Mpal s A, IS 25 B T m & & IR R PTR Rz . [\
W, BT SRR RS — D NS SR 2, AP ERE R T —ERENIRE . i, % ed SE
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FAFIRFAE, BRI, AT T 2L L2 A W R B v I 2 AR 5 A (AR 2. %+ Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd &4, &
BRI RONE, A A S I W RARAE . SRR AR D B R SRR PR T T AR 5 A
WM. 7ERAK Gd &R, | AHIAEEIEE T MW 2 n R A, (E A RME 2 141 5 A F I BB % Jl it 28 1
TR RE R, AT R B I . B Gd & &S N3] 1.0 at.%, EIZE Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd &4,
| A E D 1T W AR R GI0, B  RAE TEBT 2EA7 . B Gd SN, Mg Z, W
HEEE R PRSI P58, S8 2 R A I M A5 AR [30] . XA AR Ak S BN O B UL T 2 AR BT . X
WA G PEE T R, ERREE T — E MBS AL ). BRI A3 2 AT fe 2 T W MR In S
FUOH) JR B B Ay SR AN ISR TR M Gd SR PN #] 1.5 at %, 5 AHEZN WAH, EEDUEM:
Wiy, (CH DRI . D20 Gd ST H M W A R, TERUEBCK 15 AR, X L5
R ARSI Y kA%, SEM R B35 .
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Figure 5. Tensile fracture morphology of as-cast alloy at room temperature; (a) Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd; (b) Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd; (c)
Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd
B 5 SSESMEBRMEOMIR; (a) Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd; (b) Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd; (c) Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd

4, &5ig

ARICHEET X FEATH (XRD) Ja RAMEE(OM). F4 Hi 7 BB (SEM) LA 2 = iR hr 50 45 2 Fp
B, SH5# Mg-1.5Zn-xGd (F7 x = 0.5, 1.0, 1L5)A &ML J 2B AT T 42 B R8T
BN E

(1) Mg-1.5Zn-xGd (x = 0.5, 1.0, 1.5) &< ARS8 —AHIZW A | AH + W AHBEAZ N B — 1 W AH . P2 dke
JSFREZ 987N, M Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd 4411 116 um [%%] Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd A 411 70 um, SROEHTAIL .
55 R A TS AT 53 A1 T & Ak R 35 SRR T dtobr P A2 e AR R R 2 I IR 25 7

(2) W& Gd Jum MM, MEHAE RS SE S TR, 78 Gd & &4 1.0 at %M B R &iE, A
46 MPa. % FRPTH5EE N Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd A 41 125 MPa $27+ % Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd & 4] 136 MPa. %E
R NEERE, 75 Gd & &N 0.5 at %l AR T i K MEH 17.3%.

(3) %% Mg-1.5Zn-0.5Gd, Mg-1.5Zn-1.0Gd, Mg-1.5Zn-1.5Gd = Ffr-& < 5 5 Hir fef W 11 25 2 At
TS AR A7 BREAE 2 R P D ) 1 I 2R A 285 5 i A

& H
2K B AR 75 4 2k 4 B B I H (31700826)
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