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Abstract

Cancer is the malignant tumor with the highest incidence and mortality worldwide. As a core biomarker
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for liquid biopsy, circulating tumor cells (CTCs) can noninvasively reflect tumor heterogeneity and
metastatic potential. However, CTCs are extremely scarce in peripheral blood and susceptible to
interference from blood cells, creating an urgent demand for efficient enrichment and highly sen-
sitive detection techniques. Microfluidic chips have become an ideal platform for CTC separation
and detection owing to their advantages of miniaturization, integration, and low cell damage. This
paper systematically reviews the current status of clinical diagnosis and treatment of cancer and
the biological significance of CTCs, classifies and elaborates the principles, technical characteris-
tics, and application progress of passive microfluidic cell separation (size-based separation, iner-
tial microfluidics, deterministic lateral displacement, viscoelastic microfluidics) and active mi-
crofluidic cell separation (dielectrophoresis, magnetophoresis, acoustophoresis). It compares the
merits and drawbacks of CTC detection methods, including fluorescence imaging, Raman spectros-
copy, electrochemistry, and photoelectrochemistry, with emphasis on the synergistic advantages of
photoelectrochemical-fluorescence dual-mode detection. Furthermore, it summarizes the current
bottlenecks of microfluidic technologies in CTC enrichment purity, detection sensitivity, and clinical
adaptability, and prospects the future directions such as multiphysical field coupling, intelligent
integration, and single-cell multi-omics analysis. This review aims to provide a theoretical refer-
ence for the development of microfluidic technologies for early noninvasive diagnosis, precise
typing, and prognosis monitoring of cancer, and to promote the clinical translation of liquid bi-
opsy techniques.

Keywords

Circulating Tumor Cell, Microfluidic Chip, Dual-Mode Detection

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 518

JEAE I BRI R MSE T R m[1] [2], HRA R, D], AL B3 25 Ak
/NIl (NSCLC) RN ffd s (SCLC) P K2, Herht NSCLC £ 15 A Bl i 1] ¥ 85% [3]. %K AU ]
BE—B 0 IR GRRAH HIRE AR 2 M =AY [4]-[6] P T RE HE SR fR Bt _E R — 1R e A Az Ak
Foo DRI, SEEILHEAN [V 2R 40 L FOAS 1 265 i T I PR 2T Tk SRR B X [7]

FURT, REhE R & 520 X B2 TR AR A S UGN, ([HRXETTEAEL 2. 5 1Bk
FHYE R 5 28 R DL AR AR E S5 R BRI [8]-[10] - F5 REAE I PRORER HE DL AT, 38 3 A0 s TN s e - 7401
PO 5 WAX 7p, AT DARARER ST A« DAL B L (BB BORFEL T HAAAEA . Rk, PR —
MR R, MRt AFRAVERRWNZ WY&, XREAERORHERT 0 B A S 2 R E -

A ok 88 A M A g WA B 8 A i v 328 N A T ML RO 8 2006 )2 A D R e R e A T A %
B, RS R AE YIRS S W[11]-[13]. SR, CTCs fEAME MLh & EARAR, JCHAEFMEE
XA BSOS HER A5 R ARG N XE . RIE, KD ATE R F X CTCs #HAT M & S5 70 &
[14]. HET, ZHEESARVAFAEVRRR, g e ve . XL R0 3Rk 78 R R A [15],
HAERBULZ . Rtk At R n] R MRS NG AN A2 [16] . AT FTURF XX 28 ) i, 52 A AR
N EREEVIENO S A R, USSR E RSN EE, 0 THESIRBMERT KR RS
HEFE L
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2. WSS R nRa Sy BT

T2 20 I 0 B AR AR OK JOEAE I 2R B L i i b SR TR Ak, .
Mk, PSSR I BCRTI AR . SRANNE . iR S5 AR A R T SN BRS v 20 18 5 B AL IR B R
[17] [18]0 FLJFFE F: ZMAR MR AR /15 Sl AR o 3R 8l 7 24 2 3R [19] [20].

PRI o B AN AT 7> e s o 5 E 3 oy B RE[21] . 4 o) 1 BARK G I8 IE 454 5 IR R ) " 58
BLorik[22]. Eshr BN BRI 37 BES SR AN AL EAT S B 3R 125 (23] BRIAUIZES F RERS A 2 E
SN o3 RTINS SR S D RE AR AE /N b, B REACHFE RN 70 B AR o)
BT 5 TIRAL S S B S 58 AL ki [24] . FEPEPR R 4 AL 78  ImPRTE QY T4 5 Se e 4R 2itL .
BRI BT LA 2 e e S U T2 [25] o AEZBOR AR AE AL S R B A N T T ZERE
i RAEVIREA 5 R R ETE I . PR EAL S AR R A TR G RIR[26]. LR ERTA, BRI An s B
BRI FEAFLSE . NI R, RBAVEYIB 20T 785 I ARS HE12 9T T AN AT Bk A 40 A BEROR

2.1. WM EE

BTl 30 2 L 53148 77 2% e a8 e ) LART 5 A8 B T 5 R BE VR A g 2 28 S L 4 i 43 3%
LREMEY . WY, FHSiRE, FERBAMZ RRRS B, 2SR 2 WA LR %
R B [27]. ZEIERASME R BWRIMERS S BIEREES . RAERRAIEERE .
SRR, BN AN, BT AERE T AR AR E T, RN R mEE, &8 E S5 E
STVELFSERR T, EHTOOE. KR40 4L 5401k [28] [29]. R, #Eahalo BT iERAETERIR, B
U, 43 BEHLE S 5 A = A G . SRR RIS RS RIS TG M (1 05 2 X B T P U D A M DA s
RS B o« JE T 25 ARG FH 3 ARG 52 o T R B B8 P R B TR 22 TR AR DR A i) 2%
Sy L TE B ZE v, M DASEI 2 B ARG BRI [R5 2 1k 5 Zh A S s, Rk S DRy et BATY
1ELE— M [30]-[32]

BT RS o B R0 R AR A LA 22 S S B 5, 2 e LWL PR P 3 B AL [33] » 122 512
FERUR S E N T RES . TR S5 Pebs gt fy sl SRR SR 450, R BRI S 1 s i) R
RT3 [34]-[37] . 4IRS MR AR IR AR R AT 2> S5 I, BEAR KT8 I8 S 4 45 M SR~ )
M 2w BHAS, T BN T RS I E R0 i mR) 2 3 0 o g5 4, Bl R IR, AT SRS R
RSS2 B [38] . %7V RIAL L A B B R S A I AR AR, ) B SeIL A R A ) g
B, &M TR AR 2R KNS FGE I 120 4 B [39] . AH A AR E A ZE . A R A
BRIl LR~ e e . 3 ) 9 R KL X [ o 5 = PR [40] . S TRURIF 70 2 Cima K e () 25 0] R A7 DA AR 1T 485
H e 82 1) i 42 E CTCs [41].

BRI T AR T T SE R B S 0 B, sl 1 B, FERARITUIRA B 77 5 BE T AL
LT 73 [42] o FEFE T BES il osE b, Y AU T AR X R, S ARTEAS AR F T B iR 2P
TR . 1Z R E R E R, EHRAS, EH T g, Mg yussik. dTHmiEE
AR IR, ZEARTEAEYE AN ImARIZE . PRI SEAUAR 2) T T2 A . Bl Si 2N
B A A% A I 43 B EVs. SEEGEE R, 1ZJ7VETTE L/ N 2 ZFH 4 i 3 25 EVs, [A]
T 5 KR gk 2> AR AR S PR I B [43]

iff 7 AN 17 157 7% 43 25 (DLD) A& 5 T Ja) BAVEGIOE B 21 1) ks B4 3 7 R, BRI % O I AR T 2k
SR Fi2 gl pef e Y mF [45]. Gl 2 Fon, SR BRAEE A EEHES, R o E D [ R T R
&, DNTUIGF RS R PR AIZ ), KT SRS R R AR AR, AT S B 22 A ks B2 1) 43
Bj[46]. DLD 7r BSAEFEMN = BEE ML, ATSCIl oK 2 R a0 731k [47]
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Figure 1. 3D-stacked multistage inertial microfluidic cell sorting chip [44]

1. ZHER SRR RIRIE BT oS Fr[44]

(a)

Pillar filter blocks S| - ‘. - .
- cssza | fegol babegr iz
Initial filter 233" 284" 28aa0a" 208t [

©

4 ) v Microfluidic Chip
I M A R T I
4 -U.... v'.... -:... --...' -'.... \

{ Blogd Tnlet

anf ARR L anf anf anf
:-:: ARAA SaRA AaAR  aan@

an an :Anﬂ I ' |
Yvwy e e v vow ' o 1T
vewy (YYey YYey Yve Ywwyw [1500um" |

Yo | YYey YvYey YVYey | YVYew

— - e L
bt 0 % ha

Cell Outlet |
'

9000pm

Figure 2. The detailed filter design in a silicon microfluidic structure [48]

B 2. BMRiES a0 mIE R 3R 48]

il 3 FroR, ORGSR RS R — Al SRR R o BUR AR BOR AR A AR b, A Sk
TIRVEE Ao FIAE R, SREIAL T B4R A A O R IE A JF S AR RIEIE R e A A, KPR, =4
RE |k, FEIBHT MK PURBRL(INSNBE . 9i35) 54007 #5[49].

:.'.:. Sample: Saccharomyces Cerevisiae

Q.)oﬁ

Sheath: 0.1% poly(ethylene oxide)

Figure 3. Separation and enrichment of yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae by shape using viscoelastic microfluidics [50]
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2.2. EERRNAETESE

TGN 5 B B A A RS ETE SN SN s, A g (A 4 FioR), XA
I S R A it n 22 A0 3 70, I SE B4 IS sh U R 2 5 v o B [51] . AT sl B, %3R5
AN E J U AR IR B — R, R BT L ISR R M RR R, R A X
BURFPEAIE 200, JCHOER TR &k SR T ISR N AEMREA 7 B [52] .
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Figure 4. Schematic representation of various active microfluidic systems [53]

4. BFEDHRITRGEHREE53]

I HLYK 7> B (DEP): i FL U AU AR 42 2 sz v BRI AL SN 7 A S8 [ a8 S I B R (W0 14 5 o), 2R
WA N Tl 45 - B AN AL B 1R [54]. 4RI VK A1 RN ST M 4RSS . v, SR R
I TR D E [55] o 3 I BETHM R M 81 7 AR AR E ST gy, T SEEBVUB R 240 L I D vk B 233 [56]
DEP W SEILCARIC . SPANMIRE 05, HF5INHYy, FTREXIEE ™ . Li S8 TR 1 — M
ENHRIKSEOCEORNARE, M EE) BB AR IR CTC MUIL/IMR, 4% CTC Sl
JRIY ROy B AR T R RE T IR[57]
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Figure 5. eDEP based microfluidic for separation of CTC from blood cells [58]
5. #F eDEP BRI R AR T MMM ZHAH 5355 CTC [58]
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Tk 73 25 5 T 200 5 A e SOSE 1) B s b, TE AN P SE I 4) B3 (59] . H b4t M 5 WA Bk s S P 45
B5, (B2 JER, RARic i pE R AE (6 BFivR). Wik s Betitkm . A rHmA,
Sl R G B A0 3 B8 V0 i, (B B bRic SHAER B, TREMIXT R 2[60]. Fu ZE Adili&E 7 —4
758 () R SR A IR WO A0S s FRAE LR B R SRR 5 55 B TS TS (1ICP-MS), DAL 4 2 RIS Il i 2
BEA LI CTC. %25 B AT 76 i & 100 pL-mint fE 2 N S2HL CTCs k4 3F B 4% ELE R A0
H AR (IMAATE 3N 99.27%) [61].
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Figure 6. Magnetic nanoparticlemediated separation devices [62]

B 6. BMMRBRN S BEE62]

FE UK A B BRI FH R 75 3 i 37 1 7R AR A 70 SE IR AR 4 25 [63] . # FE S R 4 R AU [F A RAE R 3
HIER AR B, SCIUGEARL . OB miErE B 7 BR). PR EIE R S s R s A
{5 FE AR 5 R G I 7 A A SR R FE BT A 1k, D CTCs WM B H it 1 A A S 1 7 [64] . 28T
FRRES FIAEAE /T 5 o AR 4E A5 (n /A0 R AN Al A 0 I T W 1 Bkl BR 1 17 HLAE CTCs B i
Tz, PRk EE AL SERCRRE 5 TERREMS, ST M. 5. M,k
[65]. Eva S5 NFFR T — P25 0P 75 24505 7 v, WALl B(RBC) A I A if b 43 55 I i . XA
W IREE T MR RL K 75 22 0, Jei AT W 8, Bl s R, R OB RS TR 2 BRiE
YLty 141 [66].

3. B CTCs MEESZ

TEAERVOFE N, FERE A G 3 N\ 250 B 1 5™ B (KM s 2 —[68] . AHORIRIRIE FE R I, K2 ¥k
TERRIZ I QR N RE MR A & (A R 5 R2, TIEIERIRAIE &, IR FR 3 AR T 10 2 R K [69]
AT, SRS W M4 a8 AU AIRARTEARL[70]. Hodr, SR EER AN AR )R
PR, i o FRR BUE RR PR SRR A S [71] . LHENERS 5 R FH A 77 72 M 4 2 2
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AR REAT R ERA A,  RARIEE SR DT, 5 3 el IE B IE MAEA AR A E IR R T8 72] -
TR A A S ASHU AAVB  AE A (1 A bR S RAS N B RE [ 73] H AR LK) CTCs Al 5 v AT 9 el
Pty el NS SRR A 2 ool NI £ o N e SRR A 2 Rl S WY B
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Figure 7. Separation of cancer cells directly from whole blood [67]
E 7. NemA#iTRMAMINE R E67]

T AR (G4

CTCs DAL AGHE I H AT FH 2 e bric RE T PE BT, S8R s 40 i (CTCs) 3R T B Y FIRFAEPE BT
FEEH LA R AHERR T80 . B S, @i 2 B 4 5 s g R G RIRE A
RAls @A e &R [75].
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Figure 8. Schematic of fluorescence imaging and flow cytometric detection [80]

8. ARG KRR LR HAEN[80]

Wk 8 Fia, BRI RGN BOAR AT S DA e 4R A (1 T AR AL ¢, REAE SRR B KT B3 A 4
NI SAREMARIE[76]. WId 2 SO id B A B 7 A FARGHAL, WA 20X 70 iR 4 i 5 A 4
M, BRAEECVRGA, REVE XS IPA MR 4R L AT E v 5 e AR, & T R T RO AL L R B A i PR
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Wt [77] ABZBARKBIE 4T Rk, ZIRRpiE20E N4, o msEqR. FrRk, H
WSS G RAENEA, BRTIEGE, mkilifze tt 5HEmPE78]. Luo S Ak T —FMZIhaen &
PKAREFR IR 7B, T4 S X 2 B 71 i CTCs AZHAL N RNA (miR-21). FE#ET R kg, =2
BT 70 4 s R ELARS v (A [ 79]
3.2. RiBHIEK W

L2 TG0 2 R PR e 40 B 5 AE S AN AE o AR S5 B E SR, il o b R B TR B
FRAESEILTE AR AT I K — 2R B R [81] o fr EOGIEKATE /TR A MRHMERUME 5, WSl ohrid . R
e PUE 5 ARSI, Fe e, RevERR UL o . Ao T AR AR 4E R [82] . ELAE S I
Wb, JLPASZKETHE, S BRI 5 m A [83]. (R SO i AEE B R IR . A 1)
2 HUME 555, FERBUEANEAL, 5528 m BRI s B 55965 5 TH84]. sk, il
ROR Gy SL WO ThA . SRR MRS ARk iz m, HRCE et 5ot e AR &, AT 7 A E#E 1L
R RS RIS S 2R 4 H fr ik — 25 B FH [85]
3.3. LR

FELA 2SN 2 5 T e A P 5 A SRR SR T A ELAE S 51 R R AR A B S B, 4 4 MR TR 1A B 3 A g T
EALM T EEESEPUE SRR . Wl 9 FroR, okt JEEUE @ 7 TAF il R & iy 5 v
WU R ICn oA SEECAK), SEELH AR A0 B 1R R A SR [86] . 3R 5 4 X B AR R T L A T AR
FEAEBRRS B BEE A, BUEE R PRAERG 5 7 RSO AR [R5 5, Bt i fb 2% T AR
KREEF NS TR, SR 40 ML 8 PR IR 5 8 AT [87]. i AR B WA S5 5 $RAE(EE.
M) I3 FEE IR ARG B 5 TR A S5 i 1505 B S P S 3 0 3, Rl e s e 200 B PR ) 20 A6 MU [88]
2 AEREAR (A i AR E R AR AL T R R RO, B R AR AR RE R R B, S B
WE 5T, [RIE FA MG B OB B e R e, BB IR, e DAE & 8 ik i rp s B
IR 2 IR 4 R RS HEAST I [89] o Tian 558 ANTF R 1 —Fh A& XUAR H AR B 5] Ak 27 K D't (c-BPE-ECL): G vy H
T[] B G000 ek 8 441 B 2 T PR R P JEL(CEA) AT o i 2 A (AFP) . ¢-BPE-ECL R 4¢ %+ CEA il AFP f& B A
IR R, 5 AR 6.12 pg-mLt LA & 0.25 pg-mL~* [90].
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Figure 9. Label-free and high-efficiency electrochemical biosensor [91]
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3.4. HEBHFERBFR

e AL A A DO R (> SRR AT R &8 A HUHESA R FE RS E B K DB T 2= A0 A4
HLY - 2O, RGBT I B SRR R R e AR T, SEEILMR AR ) e R R [92] -
Ot AL 2 AR TR A R SV TR0 SR T B FE A L ORI A FAR R T, = AR 4 B ke e VAR
SIEEEA BT - BRI B S R AL, SEOUHRRE SR ERZE (A 10), RN
THIASARAR,  PT CASE IR 40 B K € B 0 [93] 0 iZBOR B R RS 2 B IR O ) S A IS = (FIi)
FHE B, ARG S 7RO G S T, W SE SR, I RBUDE s T g s 5 58—
JEIERT I HAR[94] o [RINS, FAS I R GEEE AN (37 5. M RO EE PR VIR A M Lr, B o T S v
MIROEIE . HERPICEMR, FRESWEMEA. = RBIIR ARSI RS, R 40 s 0 )
PIETLARZ — o Ren F NBETF T — Pk T8 BE FHLN ' AL A 5 IR, 25023 (8. (Ovs) SR Bl A5 5 19 52,
AT oRE TR ARG He R R A7 A2 ERE, WY 0.1 nM~1.0 pM [95],

& @ CS
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Figure 10. Schematic diagram of the dual-model PEC sensor [96]
[ 10, MRS 515 Rk R R IR E[96]

Zibprid, BRI S B SRR, BRI 5 TRRETTPRE 8, St
MTHRIE REEE GERIEA L, FOURMaT AL, @RBUESZIGEA S EFTR, AR S
R AR BRA R E B RE AR T AL A I 5 SR DSOS B T SE B AL S A, B B
ML AR AR 5 o R B SE IR R AR A I RS e B, SR OCAR I 1y T AL DL 3 S B e
MPLHIENL . UG SR, HPIER S T 5HRAS 8k, Re e eane R g o i HR R
MEE TR, R FEE. PR AR AR R S BLAE A

4. RRHRESHEZRAIIRSHRM
41 BRMRERSRARURRASES HHIERD

MBLR AN T P RERRRE AR AR A, R X0 S 06 % IR R 5 Tk AR 7= fh O 38 — B R R
S S SR AL 2 DI AR IS IE %0 B bR, XIRPRLBA . 2R R R — SRR EIR, ATk A v 4l
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FE s ERMNRFPRE RFTRE T L MR RN L T2 e a6 o AR Rl AR R AR R AL
WAGRIVEAIANE . AR AR st SR — 2o, APRhk AN 3 T2 O M Ry
TRES

FERRRERR I, ST RIS A MRS AR, HIE 5 AR e Im R SRR . S8
BHEJCIELS RIS ISR RITEMH T ZMR, 2K EARIDE A FHE ML HEERER. A5
BEREARA AE AR TR IR R, AN & A 385 2 ARAGIN e 2 R OF Ao 3R — FR SRR e (PDMS) M KL
& RAFRISEPE . BB RE ), SRR BRI S MO, B BREK, SR A
PIREATR I E R TR, 2 SBUeE ST, 2R %E, BEMRHILIRZE R R TE %, ik
WAL IR KIIRE R TR . RAELH . ISR S TREB R AR . ZE R & A K
R, BRI SRR AR AR AR E AN R R A, X DUEE RO R . e R R I PR
RIS Hehh, S XNEARRI AR SRR AEIA R, R FTARBGTRL . PUAE . A
PESERRIRIE P, APRLGE A A3l B s L3t — 4R Tt

4.2. RN R £REREEHIRMBERE SRS

W RAS: I 25 SR L AR SR . JR)T 7 REE, SRR EE LAl IR IR i U % 20t
FEv LB ARAECL IR A AR o S0 = R AR A AN R T A2 RIS B R SRtk B2 2SR, e G B
PRI AR E, AAEBR R R KRBTSO ToG— PR ESE Rl L, Xt B A
CAES AL POV I B LR Rl . SE AT, b AT S AR R R SRS, R SR IR
e AN gl X R AN RO P RN

SrHTRT BRI R R R B IE R 2, LB SR ACREE . Bois, RAE. TIUAREEL AR,
PSRRI REA S B L TR AERERMURE N, IR AL AR KRR [A] PUET
X AR Fiam k. WEE T2 BREmRN L R, HAT, SCis R RSB AR EOOE
TR INFEASESG S Z i RCRE A S St AR HEAL AT o PRI Serh s ASFREEN SR 2257
FEARE S FERPA RSN . R BEREATUC B KRR ZE R, B2 RBOEATEIE TR, BT, Rk
SR, e G O A N A R 22 . G, 0 WAl s L g8 B R AS B2 b BITAf AN (R A
DR IREARIEINE . Feiam . R IRAEFAT, BUERMEILROREA RO 3840, MR TilsLTE SOP, L
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