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Abstract

A Fe single-atom catalyst (Fe-NC-C) was prepared via melamine-assisted pyrolysis of Fe-doped ZIF-
8 for peroxymonosulfate (PMS) activation to degrade sulfonamide antibiotics. Characterizations by
XRD, TEM/HAADF-STEM, XPS, and XAFS confirmed that melamine introduction increased Fe retention
from 0.085 wt% to 0.156 wt% and constructed a hierarchical micro-mesoporous structure (pore
volume 0.49 cm3/g). The Fe-NC-C/PMS system achieved 83.2% sulfacetamide (SA) removal within
10 min, with a reaction rate constant (0.30 min-1) 2.0 times that of directly pyrolyzed Fe-NC.

Quenching experiments and ESR analysis identified «OH/ SO, as the dominant reactive species.

This study provides an optimization strategy for preparing ZIF-8-derived carbon-based single-atom
catalysts.

Keywords

Single-Atom Catalyst, Peroxymonosulfate, Advanced Oxidation, ZIF-8, Sulfonamide Antibiotics

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 518

WARE R FAE N — R PR 24, RIHAE R iR A hk B B AR A e AR b P T2
BROERR, TN SHTKTE 6 B R H SO R [1]-[3]. Mgk T 2 (Advanced Oxidation Processes, AOPs)
I I AR T S A P (Reactive Oxygen Species, ROS) 1] SEHAAHLTG G IUE R 4k, H o PMS 3L A
BRI SEH pH YEE SRR T Z B2 R [4]-[6].

R R R AL 7T (Fe-SACS) S Aty 100% 1) J5 11 F 28 A ] 142 I EC A AR, 78 PMS i A0 453 B L A
SIS J3[7] [8]. ZIF-8 AiTAEM) Fe-N-C MR BA @ LR AR £ 5 MRS AL AL, 23R
Fe HJR T m5 (OB AR AA[9]-[11]. AR, ELIEIVE ZIF-8 BT IXAR I & AL A AE LR A B 1) =
R Fe MR B ¥R 2) P AL 3, £ BB 71K 3) Fe-Nx LAy £5 /I 7E il ™ 2 15 [12]-[14]

= RENE(CsHeN)TE N E FAL AV (R S & 66.7%), 7E i L L b ol R AEXUE ThRE: — RN
TURREIE, GBI B R BNARE Fe-Nx FLAL SR S — AR AIEFLA, @ R NHs. CO, %%
ST BEAT R, MBS R E LG . ET U, AR RS HE T S RENGHh AT ZIF-8 17
A Fe-N-C {17457 & PMS y& b RE 2 m .

2. SELRERSY
2.1 RFSHH

INIKEREBREE(ZN(NO3)2:6H,0, AR). 7S7K A HEIREL (Fe(NO3)3-9H20, AR). 2-H FEBKIE(CaHeN,, AR)S
= RE M (CsHsNs, AR). 1T — AR A E A £ (2KHSOs KHSO,-K,S04, PMS, AR). HIE(CH30H, AR). #L
THE(TBA, AR). L-ZHEMR(L-His, AR). XF 7 (p-BQ, AR); SZI& /KA Milli-Q #E4li/K(18.2 MQ-cm).

2.2. Fe R TFHEAFINGIE
1) Fe-ZIF-8 Hir 3x 44 16 Ak
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K SRS TR % Fe 54% ZIF-8. ¥ Zn(NOs)2:6H20 (2.0229 g). Fe(NOs)3-9H,0 (0.0458 g)¥#fi#
T 40 mL HEE, CONTETR AL K 2-FREERIE(2.997 g)VART 70 mL HIEE, CONVEWR B. fESIRIEEE
TR B ERIMAGER A, FREHRE 24 h, PLUE 5 NN TR DTIE S mE B8040 25(8000 rpm, 5
min), FHEEBESR 3K, 7£ 60°CIETHA h T4 12 h, 153 Fe-ZIF-8 Hi4K{A .

2) Fe-NC {4k 7 1 il %

4 Fe-ZIF-8 Fy kAR & T8 X, FEE (AN L 5°C/min BIFHRIE R N#A A 550°C, {Ri& 1 h;
WS, VLBl 10°CRIBESRTFE 900°C, fRiR 25h, HARAHEFIRG, P3Ok KB 7
N Fe-NC.

3) Fe-NC-C fE Ak 71 (1 il £

¥ 1.0 g Fe-ZIF-8 ATk 1.0 g — R FUIMN L EAF R, WRHEE 15 min DUE RS SHREY), A
AR AR b, 78 Ar 0B R BL 5°C/min FFEL 4 550°C, fRiR 1 h; BEJE, HEELL10°C/min 1)
WEHETE 2 900°C, H4EFET 25 he S HRA IR EESG, FIFH R ER R0 J 47 LA,
P fhic A Fe-NC-C.

2.3. fE{LpEmRsIg
BT AL PR A SO /E 100 mL BEIEResr rhiEAT, ONIRFEFEHILE(25 + 2)°C, WL PN 500

rom,

1) Pfgscis

¥ 40 mg HEALFIII 100 mL FIEEKR A 20 mg/L () SA KT . BEEHERE 15 min LA FIR T -
R, Nt = 0 ZI. BEJS I 25 mg PMS 51K M, Tt fEo. 0.5, 1. 2. 3. 5. 10
min)EUFE 1.5 mL, SZRPZE 0.45 pm VUG LG (PTFE) eI 38, 8IS TR S DL Ik [ . SR
S hL - 0] W% T (Shimadzu UV-2600, H Z9)7E 258 nm Abill & SA 7k B IR .

2) IEHE M E

I R K SIS EEOETEYIR . 23 I SRR R I HTEE(MeOH, «OH 1 SO, Kl
AR FE 50~500 mM). AUT BE(TBA, «OH EHMERE K], WAL 50~500 mM). X KR (p-BQ, O, F K,
WAL 0.05~0.15 mM). L-ZHZ M2 (L-His, O % Kifll, #EE 0.05~0.15 mM)FI Z —fi%PU ZFR(EDTA, 4G
fifett Fe 551, ¥ 0.05~0.15 mM).

K T B R (ESR) I B SRS P A 5,5- — FRAE-1-NE g iR-N-4A 4L 7 (DMPO, 249K
% 100 mM)#fi3keOH. SO, f1O; 5 ] 2,2,6,6-VU FIEIREE(TEMP, Z4KFE 50 mM)Fi3k 10z, ESR ik
S8 O 3510 G, H19E 100 G, R IIER 20 mW, R HIHIE 100 kHz.

3) Hdhab e

SA R (n) 2 A A

17(%) = C/Co x 100% (1)

o, Co 1 C A3 TR TR R B - Ak [ 0 B ST [R) Ay ¢ B () SA IRFE

7 Cat/PMS 1A &, SA I fifid FEI NG #E— BN 11 B E o BT B R bR (e BN ), [
TR (K, min )il I WA T ZE (IGET 3 AN s Bt 4r), ARE A () E

In(C/Co) = —kt )

N E BAFENEEE YA (ROS) I TTHR(A), BEAT T WK SRS . e i Ve A (ROS) B s ikid i 4 2X(3)
S

Aros(%) = (ko — kquenched)/ko x 100% 3
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K, ko F1 kquenched 437 4 A8 IIFI S AR 78 4/ K 77I(TBA 4 3)eOH . MeOH ##i 3k SO; « L-His i3k 10,
p-BQ i3k O, I 3RAF 11 20 %L
A RER (M, %) 5 T AN AT 394 HLR(NPOC) M E M 34T V-, PAE TTIP EAL SE AL RE
M(%) = (NPOCo — NPOC,)/NPOC; x 100% (4)
A NPOC——WRFft — i Bt ~F4r 15 min J5 IS A ALK S ;s NPOC—— [ AR 7] t B A0 fE -
3. ZR5TiE
3.1. ISR

FAR T RIS (SEM) R, Fe-ZIF-8 Rk 2 LRI SE T R 4505 #if )5, Fe-NC-C 1R +Fi%
SR, HRIMAEHREZ LK 1(a). K 1(b) [15]-[17]. Mo PEES 7 2% HR-TEM G ER, B
IR AEAE R B L (B 1(c)« 1 1(d)). BRZERZIE HAADF-STEM IESE, Fe UL M eI 08, &
YUKk B A% (] 1(e)). EDS JLE G ER, Few Cv N JLEIBEI G (E 1(F)~(i))-

50nm . 50nm 50nm

Figure 1. (a) SEM image of Fe-ZIF-8; (b) SEM image of Fe-NC-C; (c) TEM image of Fe-NC-C; (d) (e) HR-TEM and aber-
ration-corrected HAADF-STEM images showing the catalyst morphology and atomically dispersed Fe sites; (f)~(i) EDS ele-
mental mapping images demonstrating the uniform distribution of Fe, C, and N elements

[E 1. (a) Fe-ZIF-8 #9 SEM Elf%; (b) Fe-NC-C #J SEM [Elf§; (c) Fe-NC-C B TEM [Ef%; (d) (e) HR-TEM FAEKERIE
HAADF-STEM Blf& R R T L FIF SRR R TR D EH Fe fiim; (f)~(i) EDS TEHHEER Fe. C. N TEAS
ki

& 2 JE7R T Fe-ZIF-8 R bk fA b HATAE AL 7)) XRD K3#[18]. Fe-ZIF-8 RIIXIATLE 26 = 7.3°, 10.4°,
12.7° 14.7°F1 16.4° 4 LIS 1) ZIF-8 REAEATHIEE, XFRi(011). (002). (112). (022)F1(013)ew[H, R
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FeS* I Ih B 24 R BIR ZIF-8 (A %E M. € 2(b)H NC. NC-C. Fe-NC Fll Fe-NC-C ) XRD Kl 5% 31
IR ) T 58 TEBRRFAIE, ANAEZ) 26°F0 44° 4k tH IR AN 56 A BT 6L, 43 il BT 22 5k (1) (002) #1(100)
M, Uil ZIF-8 ‘B2 O S NRIB MR . BRI S 4 R ksl L S R IE AT S0, 7Rk
W ET B DA 7 2000 SO B R T I A7 AT . (EER ML, Fe-NC-C ME T Fe-NC F I Hi W i1 A7 S
SRPE, R =RENG G AT B TR TR A A 1 £ T

N[V RAAEIR BE R L (1) XRD 43#T (1] 2(c))» Fe-NC-C-700°C ¥ ity B T B B RO SR BEAT i, T
W RT I J& T R 58 A A3 AR K] ZnO BRERAR I 5 BEDAH s BE B IR T 22 800°C A A I, X B8 2% il e 58 4V 2
[FiJ B (002) W 128 T AR AR A B, 3% I A5 A0 100 A 58 Ao 2 T o ok 52 v 7 3 54

— Fe-ZIF-8 b
(a) ( ) Fe-NC-C (C) Fe-NC-C-1000°C
~ = -
= = =
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E , < s
21 £ z
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Figure 2. (a) XRD patterns of ZIF-8 and Fe-ZIF-8; (b) XRD patterns of NC, NC-C, Fe-NC, and Fe-NC-C; (c) XRD patterns
of Fe-NC-C materials prepared at different calcination temperatures
2. (a) ZIF-8 #0 Fe-ZIF-8 B XRD [Elig; (b) NC. NC-C. Fe-NC F1 Fe-NC-C §J XRD [Ei; (c) FAEIMEREREE &

B Fe-NC-C ##}#9 XRD [EiZ

BB - BT R, Fe-NC 2 HLSA | RIEER 2, DAMSL A, BET LKA 859.75 m/g,
SALE 0.10cm¥g. Fe-NC-C 23 /Il B G5FIRE, 1E PIPo=0.4~0.9 XA H U] B, SALAKE 2
0.49 cm3/g (A Fe-NC [f1 4.9 %), “FHIFLEM 0.47 nm & KA 4.78 nm, RGN T HfL - ML gss
(& 3a). K 3(b))o

A A
(@) Es0f (b) Saof ¢
. M « £
M&D TS m&‘) %o.oz
£ 300 £
L2200} & Zoo
= = £
% p< 2 0.00
ﬁ e 200 B % 0 15 30 45
(=] (=] Pore Diameter (nm)
S 100} .
< < 100 L 2R
z " z
= - Fe-NC Adsorption = —— Fe-NC-C Adsorption
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Figure 3. (a) (b) Nitrogen adsorption-desorption isotherms and pore size distribution curves of Fe-NC and Fe-NC-C
[# 3. (a) (b) Fe-NC #1 Fe-NC-C BYR SIRMS - BiFRERFLIZE ST E

[FP RN XS B SORS A 25 K (XAFS) JEHER NIR FT T Fe-NC-C A5 kA0 ol 1 H 1 235 4 01 =) 50
B PR EE[19]-[21] .

i 11\
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Fe K-edge XANES Y& it i (1 4(a)), Fe-NC-C MW ISGLf B ANT &8 8k (Fe foil) Fl4E {8k (Fe.03)
SR A, HHEHEL FeO 8 FePc(FL#2L), MERMEALTHERIMEMEANT 0 Fl+3 2 18], FEDL Fe? 5k
Fe* B AL T A7 AE

(b) : o Fe-NC-C

—fit

Fe foil 1-wt
0.3140 0.2850

02748 02494
02355 02138
0.1963 01781
0.1570 y 0.1425
0.1178 0.1069
007850 = == . 007125
0.03925 = — 003563

0.000 0.000

Figure 4. Synchrotron radiation XAFS characterization of Fe-NC-C catalyst and reference samples: (a) Fe K-edge XANES
spectra; (b) EXAFS fitting curve for Fe-NC-C (open circles: experimental data; red solid line: fitted curve); (c) (d) Wavelet
transform (WT-EXAFS) analysis: (c) Fe foil, (d) Fe-NC-C

& 4. Fe-NC-C L5 R & BB MR H5a5T XAFS 447 : (a) Fe K-edge XANES it ; (b) Fe-NC-C B EXAFS #l&
HHZE (LI EE: 0B, A% TRaSELE); (o) (d) JNETHR(WT-EXAFS)S#T: (c) Fe 3, (d) Fe-NC-C

Fe-NC-C 7£4) 15 A ib 2P —MNIE 1 EWE, AN IEEXT N T Fe-N BLfr &, HJLFEAH|
P F 2.2 A B Fe-Fe &R BEAFIEVE, RIIPAIFIERRILIS I DR 7R s 5 R TR A . &
A T Fe-N IBCAI RN 4, 8K 2 1.99 A, 5 Fe-Ng AL FRLARFF (K 4(D))o

NG AE M (WT-EXAFS) 73 Bt — 2 M k-R 4 =S [HIESE T Fe-NC-C HIBCALRFAE: HANAEAR K X 35
(k = 4~5 AYE P AR F Kk, KN —FE )2 Fe-N fiofz, 5848 = i k [H X Fe-Fe BUHME 5,
55 FePc 1) WT L = BEARLA(E] 4(c)). HIRZE RERER (] 4(d)), Fe-NC-C A7 H )4k PAAIAT 1y 5 5t
TR BT EIB AR A, REEAI A Fe-Na #7Y.

R P H R A 2 B TR T R S G I (ICP-AES) e &l 5 T AL TR ) s ik i . il 5 Fn
7N, Fe-NC [M#& 21N 0.085 wt%, 1M Fe-NC-C I8k &8 1 In4E 0.1559 wt%. 4@ frERiET+
83.5%. IX—4ERERH, ZREWMEN RBIE. ERRE R IE RS ZAE, i “8ieE s AR
T AR R R R S RIS R

3.2. ELMREIEMN
Wik 6(a) & 6(b)Fras, FEBIAEAE SA BANTRIN PMS (XS REAL A, V5 4k BEAE 30 min Y JL-F-1#
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FEAAZ AU Fe-NC-C LTI AN PMS FA 5 78 H— 58 IR B 25 B 28R (30 min % B #6244 60%),
{HIRBREFTE 10 min JERI&T1EA, M2 T, 24 Fe-NC-C 5 PMS JLEITETERT, A REILH B EKP
EEALTE T, SR 10 min 4 SA ZF R EIIAFZ) 83.2%, E— 20/ N R H % k = 0.30 min . i BELEEH
fift(r) Fe-NC k fE1X 0.15min™t, L& J&H NC-Ck {E1¥ 0.11 min™t. Fe-NC-C it & Fe-NC [ 2.0 £, =&
NC-C [ 2.7 fi%.

=
n

Fe content (wt%)
s o S
N w N

S
—
T

0.0

Fe-NC Fe-NC-C

Figure 5. Actual iron loading in Fe-NC and Fe-NC-C catalysts
5. Fe-NC 1 Fe-NC-C LI EPRsk a2

X PERERTHE T = REULM = FEEH: 1) SRR FET 83%, RHEL Fe-Ng i EF L
2) SrALEHI(ALA 0.49 cm?g)ifbAL i, FEIRANY BRFEY); 3) A R REFZdR ML i 745 3, Jini& PMS
LR

A 0.5
(a) - PMS+SA (b)
osh Fe-NC-C+SA o4l
i NC+PMS+SA
NC-C+PMS+SA “oalk 0.3
O 0.6 £ 03 0.26
S g
04F = 0.2}
Fe-NC+PMS+SA 0.16 0.15
- Fe-NC-C+PMS+SA 0.11
02} — o ' 0.1}
0.0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.0 1 1 1 1
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 PMS NC NC-C Fe-NC Fe-NC-C

Time (min)

Figure 6. (a) Degradation of SA in various systems; (b) The calculated pseudo-first-order rate constants (k) (Reaction condi-
tions: 20 mg/L SA, 40 mg/L catalyst, 25 mg/L PMS, and 25°C)

6. (a) FRIFAXERELIFMERIZ; (b) BENM—RREERZH(K) (REEMH: BIREELTRE 20 mg/L,
LTI ME 40 mg/L, E—HREEERE 25 mg/L, RRLEE 25°C)

LA, Rt — 0 A PEBE, K Fe-NC-C 5l 1 SCkRIE S 3 PMS S ALFHE4T T X EE(GR 1),
RELMM SR MBERMK, FeNi-NC-C 7B I AL 7RI R 5 5 (k) 0.300 min™t. ZEMRCREZLT
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RS L7, W1 Fe-N4Ciz (0.226 min 1) Al FeCo-DAC (0.230 mint), EIME7E 5 J9ff<F [l PMS & %%
R IRR

Table 1. Comparison of the catalytic performance of Fe-NC-C with recently reported activators for organic pollutants via PMS
activation

F= 1. FeNi-NC-C Sif#iRiER) PMS SE W FEAERHLIS R LI REXTEE

Catalyst Target Cat. Dosage (g-L™) PMS (mM) kobs (min?) Ref.
MnFe204 Phenol 0.40 0.50 0.224 [22]
Fe-N4Ci2 BPA 0.10 0.50 0.226 [23]
Co-C-600 SMX 0.10 0.40 0.071 [24]

FeCo-DAC BPA 0.20 0.40 0.230 [25]
Fe-Mn DACs 2-CP 0.05 0.50 0.062 [26]
Fe-NC-C SA 0.40 0.264 0.300

33 EUFNBEFREESEWREN

T IR E M R B AT S SR AE, LAV T Fe-NC-C b RInIAR e 271wl 7(a)f
N, MEAHIZEE S DY G AL FP g R T — @ (A TS 1, (EFEMRRCR 2B NS B—IkTE
rf, &N 10 min J5 SA LR AIA 80%LL_E(CYCo ~ 0.17), Z 58 VY IRIEIRIN P i R 0 Sy 28, fe &
B R T = 2R 45%.

XRD 1 FT-IR X [ B2l fa B AT 7R 8 (B 7(b) B 7(c)), &5 HRUESE ik 4L 53K H 1k
S AR RS, IS TE T BRI T A AR FE M AR S MR . ICP A EoR, Fe 3R HIE < 0.005 mg/L,
AT HEsbR

| 4th (b) (C)
i | n =< Fresh
. | : Fresh
Used
0.0 £ L L -

-15 10 35 60 85 20 40 60 80 3000 2250 1500 750
Time (min) 2 Theta (degree) Wavenumber(cm™)

Intensity (a.u.)

Transmitance (a.u.)

Figure 7. (a) Cycling performance; (b) XRD patterns; (c) FTIR spectra of the catalyst before (fresh) and after (used) catalytic
reaction (Reaction conditions: 20 mg/L SA, 40 mg/L catalyst, 25 mg/L PMS, and 25°C)
& 7. (a) BATIEIFRREMNR; (b) REBIER XRD EiE; () RNBIFEH FTIR XiE(R &N BEREREIRE

20 mg/L, HELFHME 40 mg/L, T—FRERELRE 25 mg/L, RRLEE 257C)

4. Fe-NC-C EFH T —TRERELHNIB 3R
4.1, FEMHPFEE

I H KL, RIS T Fe-NC-C/IPMS 14 2 P ff SA ixh 2 v i == B35 40 K FLAR X o ik
[28].
Wik 8(a) i, MmO NAR R F 43 A 500 mM (1) EE(MeOH) AEUT BE(TBA)RS, SA [IFEfERE
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2 B 5 Z AN, KON 10 min J5 5k B R0 T 4 65%F1 70%, 378 i T AT IR K7 [t FE4H. (2 20%)

BT TBA XfOH H A m ks, ikt SO, Mk KA Ji# 55, 25 MHh il 4R 32 ZEHIFSL T -0H 1=
EAEA; MeOH T [F]W A5 2408 K «OH F1SO, , Wi L[ FH -5 BB sk 2 KR B B (& 8(b) K 8(c)). It
A, X R R (p-BQ) MM A5 21— 5 F& B2 (1) 4 FH (5 B %2 4 60%), ELRE# p-BQ # M 0.05 mM 3
% 0.15 mM, SRR IZETE (A 8(d), RUEBA A ME(O,) EXKRRP S5 Ti5 Wi E L

fiad B, AL TTHRAE EEAR KT 55 T-«OH/ SO}

( a) 1.0} Control (b) Lok <~ McOH 50mM
\ MeOH 500 mM > MeOH 100mM
TBA 500 mM MeOH 200mM
0.8 \ p-BQ 0.15 mM 0.81 \ MeOH 500mM
5 -9~ L-His 0.15 mM @
=06k EDTA 0.15 mM = 0.6k \
g- 0.6 Q_ 0.6 \
o o \
0.4} R 041 A
\ = —
>S9 —— = —_————
0.2 0.2
0.0y : " 0.0y . "
-1 01 2 3 5 10 -1 01 2 3 5 10
Time (min) Time (min)
1.0 -- TBA 50mM 1.0 -~ p-BQ 0.05mM
(C) \ o TBA 100mM (d) \ o p-BQ 0.10mM
TBA 200mM p-BQ 0.125mM
0.8 \ TBA 500mM 0.8 p-BQ 0.15mM
06} 06}
\‘_’ \‘_
&) Q Y
041 041 Qg =% v
0.2 0.2
0.0y : g 0.0 by : i
15 001 2 3 5 10 15 001 2 3 5 10
Time (min) Time (min)
—#
1ol -~ L-His 0.05 mM 1.0 -- EDTA 0.05mM
(e) 9~ L-His 0.10 mM (f) \ - EDTA 0.10mM
\ L-His 0.125 mM \ EDTA 0.125mM
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S o6t K Soeb |
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04} L 04f \
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a * ° =3 3 ]
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) . . 0.0yt . .
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Time (min)

Time (min)

Figure 8. Reactive species quenching experiments: (a) Comparison of different scavengers, and effect of scavenger concen-
tration on SA degradation: (b) MeOH, (c) TBA, (d) p-BQ, (e) L-His, (f) EDTA (Reaction conditions: 20 mg/L SA, 40 mg/L
catalyst, 25 mg/L PMS, and 25°C)
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Figure 9. Electron spin resonance (ESR) spectra for detecting reactive species in the Fe-NC-C/PMS system: (a) DMPO (5,5-
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