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Abstract

Driven by global sustainability trends, improving environmental, social, and governance (ESG) per-
formance through digital transformation has become a focal point in the construction industry.
Based on panel data from 50 listed Chinese construction firms (2013-2022) and employing a two-
way fixed-effects model, this study investigates how digital transformation influences ESG performance.
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Results indicate that digital transformation significantly enhances firms’ ESG outcomes, with green
innovation, financial performance, and information transparency serving as key mediators. More-
over, the positive impact varies notably across firm types. This research fills gaps in understanding
the digital transformation-ESG nexus in construction, offering empirical support and policy insights
for strategic planning.
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1. 5|8

EHOWAE N E R TSR, St 7REmL 2, 8 1 iE 2 R85k, R E L5 R At
SHEL R E R R, BEERESR AR AW, S BRI A R B R e
FOLRERERE s g (RACR. ZHBE MR NE, R B B AR S BB
EE H 2™ E e A AR R IR T F AL A RCR . U BB B AR RE . S UL, AR COWER”
HARHESD T, BSG O, A ANAE LS AE T EA A Am, sMOuT . B8 MR OGTE Al
1 ESG RHL, Ml RIFHK ESG RIAAEIRTH A A M I 5, 8T BRARZ & XU, I
FrE R B LA . DA ECT AR R T Bl /1 i@ SR Ak 52T ESG RO F57F FE ) B 2R

AW TR, B T Re s B2 (et b s BT A TR (1] K R A5(2021) M3d i SEAIEAIT 78 A B
Hrr A R pe gl A 2R e B /K AL T B [2]. 0 Tt si4bim 5, SRERAR AR A (2022)
HE IR SR AR MY 07 A e T R i DR R A A AV A R L R R O R L A B AN B A B KT (3]
Craveiro F (2019) 7R 7T i e S5 A Ml A0 P A 2 e 0 5 B0y il 5ot A 7 7 98/ J00 ) S8 R BSAS 52
PRSI H B E A e M R AR R i e BB BHIR AR (4]0 Tk TR AL B 5 Al ESG RILK R [T
FAAEANFE I, HKED EE NNECTE BB MLIRTT ESG RIFRML 7 H BEHARSIE[S]. AT
R, B R 5w 1Ak BSG RIL, Kpil 1A B R . AR AR U T 5 4
TIBARRIHX, XA et RN ST 6] BEAh, WEOEEE(2023) AR A F N IR A P A, R D v
AR B AR RIS ESG R IUAT W RARTIACR, HEEHETI ARSI, B e A% ESG R
S B AR LA RFAE 7] -

A SRR 2 R HC AU RO B AT AL ESG SIS, B/ S0 @ ST T . %5 T
FUTWIRFIARYE , Rr 02 e e B PR AR A R B HE O, A, AR SCRIGHT VE LR BF 7 B IR AR T 5UAT L,
FT 2013 £ 2022 0] A @Sl BT A 7] R R, BRSO I TE M STIE T, R
R i 3 Ak ESG RELMIFEMT S IHLAF RN, 5 AR 4R s By (e e R an i il A R AR ST A8 AR A
BERIL, VST I S AT R R R IR IS %

2. BROhSMRRR

(—) BEUBR B ESG FI{RBE/EH
HHN NG E RGNS A E R TR, R 5G. MM . KBRS TR B $L
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FAEE- & OGRS RN FE . I T REFES A THOIASE I 4% 5 44 vh R4 EHEE 8], BIM.
XELEE. GIS SFEFHARMIRLH MR KA T @A 00 B & AN EE 2, (et 7 Tk fb it
SR EIE RIS O T, $Em TR SRR RIS R E R R, i
BRI — AR EOORRA T @24, TR SHEE K. Wi 5 gk 288 FI ik 47
A, A AT PSP SERT 4%, i R I 2 4B B IR T I, A $e b i A & 5T e
AT7KF o BRAME TAREDH @it ferp, A IR T 9 Ha R R e T RE 2 4y 55 1n) RS 0 ol Aol A 2 5T
AT B BBk . 1R X EREBERAR, MV RENS SEE L% ST R B, (RBAR R LI 3R15 N A5 T,
WD RAF L R A o X —HUEAMN G TR SRR T BUFZAPRR, 1B 7ttt
{EBATKP, Wifg 7 KA ST R AET. R, ARSI Z 725, 27 RE N6,
TE AN R AN A E . EIRATNELZ T HAT AL, NGl E R . 558 i
AU RE I O3 A F] VG BE 25 A AT B e Ak V8 B K o R T AR R BB AL, — MR AR S EL I SR A,
SERF I FREI. BRI T . B S AL ARG R B B PR ) e A R4
LAY, b TERES, nTLUINEAE BRGUE, RS R AR R EE, KRR H ARG
HKF, TR AF A BE B R R A Bh A HES IR B A A2 H AR B SE 3o BRI, AR SCH H DL R T AR %

Hl: #HF R s A 254 ESG K.

() BRI ML ESG RILHIEFHLH]

XTSRRI, @ISR KRB A XS H R BEN S5 AMB IR . SR B AR AN B
DLK AR P b B AL SEER AR SE = A(E B L, HESNSR BRI A RN, RKIRTH L at e
BT o T2 B QET KT IR & SO AR BRUR Y FE, PR ARHE R D IR TS Y it 1 5 I
R4 MR TR AR, @S AL AT L SEi M5 S BB BORAE T AP (SRR, AR AE
IR BHE D SRR RL P A F LU 55 . AEA M B 2T, BRI & B &SR, Pk
HHRERA R, R T Ak g5 B Re AL iR B, HEH AR P X el A0 5 PR s 284 ) B 4R
2T AR R . X B T AR IR A L VR ERI R 2555 U7 THI AR Re AL K ARE E I, AT FRAIR
A Ml g TR R R A A B P H O R ) B T AR Al ) ESG R HL[9].

[F) B 45 - A RORE Aol (1) I 28 B 00 R B FHE o 38 B B AR A 2278 4 B rp 1 I g
AR AN AR, BRI B, G B NS IRAC B, X e st (S Ak 7
AR T AR R 5, D T AT SIS kUL, S ST BT S
HI - GRAARRIRR[10]. RFETURIRIEL, SIBAITH 2 07T IR AZ L A 78 2 1 BTG 4
JEH AR B LGB BT o X S8 8 IR i 2 BRI 2 32 52 e il 7 A 2 5 AT F50 08 R0 S i U T PR
FEFIAT SN, IRV 55 G v R A A A SE A ) T 7E AL 2 SR B AT TAE R RN B B IUR B, E3N7EH
SUTERTT A 2 1 504E,  dEmig A3 ESG RINAF 4.

WG A 3 AR A B A 2 L A SR R B R QIR A 45 AV SR U S B IR 08 BIPESE A, Al K
Bl M EEE AT IR Sz mia Rk, Wl @M. I REREE B DU R
T 1) ) 2 TR A % T SR I S [l A SR EE AR DT S, RIS BE S AT AR Al A S 4 1 2 A A A
TEE BE BAKTRRE, 185 TS BEWE, WM R IEA 7 SMHI6 BALE A 8, TR 2 & i
FRORHE B2 5 A B ) B B R 2, BT ORORSR A R R BERE 7T, (Rl ESG Gk Tt .

FT LR, FRHASC AR

H2: b e At 5 m oMk 2% L 03T K3 TH 2 3 Ak BSG K3 o

H3: Hr i B Re s A 2R M A W 55 4k, ATt i 34k 1) ESG R A {2 gk

H4: B4 BUAT DLRRARAS EAKIFR 2T+ N 015 J20E B B, XAk i) ESG R I AR EH
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3. WiEIt
(—) BRERE
R TR ML B S Aol ESG I AISEMR, AR SCBCE AN F v [a] AR
ESG = §, + pdigscore, +_ 3,Controls +, + u, + &,
7

Forr, MR s N 2R & ESG RIWESG), 1% O AR AR B R s S A Il B - A % BUAR ¥ (digscore) s
7o, RBUNE SR R 2 RN 6, FRBENLIRE % . Controls #RHI AR E. S5 4 R T A&
W HCF AL RO Tk ESG RILM LI K08 . FEASH 72 [ AR RS bR F AR g A v i

(2) BEEFRBIERE

1. fRRA &

A B R B (digscore) o AR SCHE ST 1) HC T A0 3 TR BE R G B A RVERE T . BTN
IKOF BB A BB R = ANGEFE, 454 CRITIC-TOPSIS T L2 VPN . il Bt ok B &% L4k
AT 5 AR B B 22 2 B4 R o W T30 A B 2 B AR 2 S 2 =11 e, B B kAR R
HAEELE ST (MD&A)B A NIERLE, 8t N TG R &k 156 AN EAE 2 i) i8] L il i
Python [f] jieba X A R 4EHR K MD&A i 7 AT ARG T HL &L, R R EVER ToAS 73 8 AT AU
W, BARERRMTE LR 1, PRI R WK 2.

Table 1. Dictionary of digital transformation terms for construction enterprises

F 1. EF T AL R iR

FES 43l gt

B, Biizdn, BdRM%, dira, BdEbn, Rl BoriEtl, SR,
Hordfs, BorMss, fBrEne v, BEEE, B B, Bee e,
HPEORNA BdEaTiAL, KEE, ZitE, 1T, &S, ©iRS, = Fa, XY, YK, P,
5G, VR, AR, AloT, #72pd:, sumils, RIS, MBMBsE, A, ANEHRm,
W2

Br4mh, C2B, HT3ehs, Bahft, 020, HEEMTE, HEEM+, HBMN A,
HIBWAS, HECEYE, BRI, BECREAR, BB, B2C, R, FodkHEBM,
HIRMERTT %, TR, HEREMEER, B2B, HIBM G, HIBEMES, HREMER,
I B IO 7 A 5 HEEMNV S, ELRN, EEEMRET, TAVEEEW, EEEMRE, C2C, HBEMER,
Internet, HEEMIERY, HEEMNS, FEEAL, HEEMBR, BRGNS, G E4E,
RIS 3, EECNAER, BEEER, HEMEER, FEMEAR, HEMTEE,
HIEMATS, BT RS

B[S B RS SR, (SRER, (R840, ERP, TS, (SR8, (ZEML%, E84,
e R &, RIS, TWEE, MES 24, EERA%, M%K%k
BIM, CAD, ¥##@##, AN, UAV, RFID, PAD, CIM, GIS, ¥Faf, s Rm,
TREET, WEEW, WA, mEdE FHERE, &5, FReg, FEIH,
BRLAEEL, BAEIEE, BACHE, BASRLIR, =S4T S RRA, BUa bRy, BEEiEis T,
Hakl, WhiE, Eith, FREXE, Feedrs, FeeEhl, £RR%, TR,
BRI, BEeKam, R, SRR, Tlks, BaifEd, Hur— kb, g,
KRI, EBAER, ERIEh, B, Feeth, Feelm, TIERE, Feessn,
HzhiEd, mimdas, ArHiEHIT /R, RER%, Lo E, FEEEAR, BEEME,
R, ®EeEH, NTHRE, ®Eeafk, Bai®ee, gshiEm

BReIE M
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Table 2. Comprehensive evaluation system for digital transformation of construction enterprises

2. BRI HFHEBESTFNER

—Jiiatn & =y o WEESRIR
B AR N TR AR SR A
R ERESEIENZ SR, ERCIRIENIZE SN EES EEN
RFEE RS PARAE B R G R
BrRediE L B ReE L B R
BN By w B PR T B SRR TIE BE 7 A
Hoy- QU b e HESHRET O bR R
Her QA R RARMET B R SR
HF L BIHT R B R LRI PRAFIECT R LR
BRI E R R
oy R A R AT IEC T X R 2T

(2) BefREAT &

EFA ESG RIVWESG). A SCIEHAEIFE ESG VA REAEIE AR L 5. Bkt BiF
ESG ¥4t 5r M AAA——DDD ¥ 9 2, AR A HIHET 0.1~0.9 73 BIWRAE, 1 HAE I 1) ESG
TIPS o

(3) F=hilAL &

T R AR RERI R AT R, A SCHER B 5l N T — RVIFEHIE R, XA & n] fExT
4k BESG R =AM . ALFE kAR (size) Mk ETER (age)s EDLRAIEK % (growth). A7 #EH
EE A5 (db)~ 7 EE 2 FH % (mr) « [B] 58 5877 FL 2R (fixed) » 2350070 08 R B T b A 44t 22 1015 I8 5 I 28 2 258 e

(4) TN E

SR EUEE BT KT (g0) s W45 SBUK(ROA) A5 B B (we) = NMEEA/E N A AR BT 5 .
DA b 2t Q8 B R B A o g L R KTF ARERAS &, DAL ROA 1E A 55 St AR AL &
A M A JEL 32 B R U DUIRAC T, I A8 i i (015 BB A RSS2y o P AR B 2500 U T 6] 2 2o 00

4. SCUES AR

(—) EHERIRER

KT R 585 A ESG 28GR IS M SHIE LS R0 N 3 Fon . FI(1D)R R FHZA I H]
FIANAR [ 52 RO A R 45 11 AR B UL R, Ak ESG SR F b AR FE R RNA 45 51, F1(2) R w2
NS B A A 6] 5 28508 B A 100 Al ESG SR & 7 A0 % B AR FE IR [l A 45 5L, %1)(3) Wl & A 428 ] 17 Bk () A0
AL 5 RN, TR N4 ) AR B AR L 3 IR SR 1 O

Bl kW], B b RFL R (digscore) Xt Al ESG SRk B AT 35 I FI M, 31X — 45 AP IAE T
WG FU(2) 51N T 2 FIAMAR [ 58 RS ATy [8] 78 3R digscore B REIR/NE] T 0.120, (EAGERIFLE
1% 7K F R (p <0.01)0 X —40FBH, AMAFIE [A] 08I NIRRT 5653 520 ESG S8 ¥ 7 P ]
7, HECAAC BRI IERE IR KA SR . FIG)VEM NS HIAL & 5 B R 5t e, WRBEMA
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AR R B R B R 1 L ESG SRk, @i FAERH, H1 REAE] A RBONE, R
B PR T RENS B 25 S THE Sk BSG R FL.

Table 3. Baseline regression results

3. FERVFLER

) () 3
ESG ESG ESG
digscore 0.199"* 0.120™* 0.126™*
(0.039) (0.038) (0.035)
size —0.016
(0.011)
db 0.001
(0.001)
mr —0.392
(0.346)
fixed —-0.050
(0.170)
growth —0.006"
(0.004)
age —0.060
(0.043)
_cons 0.338™" 0.352" 0.853™
0.011) (0.013) (0.297)
N 500.000 500.000 500.000
12 0.052 0.155 0.185
stked No Yes Yes
year No Yes Yes

VE: "p<0.1,%p<0.05,""p<0.01, FIi.

(Z) FARDPKREER

SEHEI TR, A BT R AT RENS R E SR T Al ESG R, (BAT AL R R An e i v i 50
il ESG RILAIME ML, 3Rt — e SCE M HIEI T S a1 (go) kI 55 5U(ROA).
PARAS BB (we)lENTF AR, Kk BSG RIIF 0 (ESG)ENMMMRA R, Kb i3
J (digscore) {F MR AL B HEAT rh A RO SR » SCE S TLHE R/ BONAR 36 — 2Pk [12], F R R
Hoh AR Z AR RIATR . [IHEE R E 4.
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Table 4. Mediation effect test results
F 4. PRI LER

() @ 3) “
ESG gc ROA wg
digscore 0.126™" 1.123* 0.073* 0.473*
(0.035) (0.569) (0.031) (0.212)
size —0.016 0.347* —0.007 —0.019
(0.011) (0.098) (0.006) (0.036)
db 0.001 0.006 —0.000 -0.009""
(0.001) (0.013) (0.001) (0.004)
mr —0.392 0.420 -1.175"* —0.676
(0.346) (1.879) (0.361) (1.072)
fixed —0.050 -0.218 —0.011 0.522
(0.170) (1.182) (0.097) (0.435)
growth -0.006" 0.049 0.005" 0.006
(0.004) (0.045) (0.003) (0.017)
age —0.060 0.414 -0.109"* —0.443"
(0.043) (0.440) (0.025) (0.180)
_cons 0.853"* ~7.553"* 0.507** 2.481™
(0.297) (2.830) (0.160) (1.045)
N 500.000 500.000 500.000 500.000
2 0.185 0.881 0.363 0.535
stked Yes Yes Yes Yes
year Yes Yes Yes Yes

MR DUE B AL R e B S h A AR A T K P (go) s I 5 S(ROA) LK AE BiE
W1 RE (W) SI7E 5% 7K B 2L 2 IEARSC . Uil 1 @AM B B 0 2 52 T 1 Ak i SR (B 37 K1
I 55 B AERILCL B A BB WA T AP O S0 TER B SR BBk B B35 32 m Al ESG SR A
P, BRdsS5(2022)i8 i B L N ER EEAR BT BB A 808/ 15 Y HEUS REVRTHAE, Reif Il Az P ap e = i
SKBCRB T 53R . 2T o SR W[ 13]. BT MI(2022) TERE 78 HR R I A b 43 s R A1 2 %t 4
A ESG G~ E AR E [ 14]. RIS FA S B IEEER DN, W55 SR Fe 46 (1) 4ol B8 mT 8 AN S E B B LR G
g, i FF ESG RILHIHE T - Brammer (2008) 11 3 5t 5 21 78 R B ) i A B nT RS 5 283536 50,
I S GEFEFETE AV ESG RIL[15]. A F A8 K I 505 W FE I $E T RS 12 & 32 k. ESG KB
[16] [17]o BMEASCHIRF AR 2. 3. 4 BLLSIE. B H2: B b B mm i 12 Wb S (6 5 K - 52 T
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AN BESG R . H3: LB ARENS A AR AW 55 508, XA ESG RIL™ 4
(AR . Ha: Brrr AR BT DAREARAE EAXIFR ST N ME BB, sk ESG R4
feiAE -

) Rtk

FEUE RN S5 R BIR SR 1 WEFU s, (EAE o S MR B R RE RS A IR T SR . N R STVl S
RS R AORRARE , AT TC I8 L SR T 5 — 393 [0 V1 DA SR AR A e B O 8076 BT 1 R (da) 7 3R AT A
Ko AAEPEARIG AEE RANE 5 PR

Table 5. Robustness test results
5. REMRINER

) ()
i J B da
L.digscore 0.077*
(0.043)
da 0.002**
(0.001)
size —0.019 -0.017"
(0.012) (0.010)
db 0.001" 0.001
(0.001) (0.001)
mr —0.426 —0.376
(0.373) (0.356)
fixed —0.189 —0.069
(0.164) (0.168)
growth —0.004 —0.006
(0.004) (0.004)
age —0.026 —0.066
(0.055) (0.046)
_cons 0.840™ 0.860™"
(0.361) (0.297)
N 450.000 500.000
2 0.192 0.178
stked Yes Yes
year Yes Yes
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F(1) 55025 5l Zon 1 R i J5 — S B0 3 DA R R A e A 2 o 35 A 0 A BB SR (da) I 7 20U T [
IG5 R . M IEIAEE AT LA H L.digscore I REUN 0.077, £ 10%/K 22, da REN 0.002, 7E 5%7KF
FRE. RPTI R G — LR g7 48 & B 5 B A F AU ESG S B A IEmsgm, i —2ik
WE TR 1o

(9) RS

% 8RB AL BURE FE T R 23 T AR K /Ny R BE 70 %5 22 St 4l BSG R I A AN [R5
MIREIE o LEA/NYT At el I o L RV R 7 S4TSR MEAS 56, 3@ 9 N AP RSN 2 R e 0 5 43 AR
&, AR MR T R ESG GG M 7 F AR . REAIHE, A SO R/ N5 E DA
IR E SO RFBLAY, KREARIE DL 18 SO /NI . F R B8 ) 43 2 343 ROA S 450K
P TR . Ha RS RaEE 6 fis.

Table 6. Heterogeneity test results
= 6. FRMRIER

)] 2 3 “)
NI KA iR & A e 7 A
digscore 0.100™ 0.126™ 0.046 0.157"*
(0.048) (0.055) (0.073) (0.049)
size —0.016 —0.013 —0.011 -0.048""*
(0.013) (0.018) (0.017) (0.014)
db 0.002 0.001 —0.001 0.001
(0.001) (0.001) (0.001) (0.002)
mr —0.346 —0.566 —0.407 —0.319
(0.402) (0.367) (0.401) (0.586)
fixed —0.038 —-0.167 —0.016 —0.199
(0.194) (0.793) (0.177) (0.275)
growth —0.005 —0.010 —0.001 —0.007
(0.004) (0.010) (0.008) (0.005)
age -0.100" 0.114 —0.042 -0.078"
(0.056) (0.102) (0.098) (0.043)
_cons 0.878"" 0.445 0.736 1.638"
(0.306) (0.655) (0.550) (0.349)
N 330.000 170.000 250.000 250.000
2 0.184 0.302 0.244 0.256
stked Yes Yes Yes Yes
year Yes Yes Yes Yes
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TR/ ENEZE R, F1Q)FRIE KRB RS . WERTUE H, i
BRI, B A R P 1 2 B T AL ) ESG SRUKT,  HLAE R A Al (AR 3k 5 SRR T e /N AR
Ao FHATREIR Ry : KIS A A R SR AR, 8 HCr s B (% fe i . BIM HAR)HE
3l ESG STt 1N A R R U5 PR, AN RE SL B EE 1k, ESG M AR, fEMREE S b, K
B AP AR R R R S ESG H AR, /Nl B SeyE AR 5 T B 5 30 BSG E RN,
BRI Tk — D TR T UL 22 e “ B4 ) - ESG” A% SRR M52

FI(3)ER I RARE I FE S ML I EESE R, F1(4) R 2 B R RE A1 A a1 25 5 . A1) 45 2R
ATLAE H, 7Ef& ROA VLA ENIAS T, BIHGRAARE, 7Em ROA 4, A b RH %
BRTHE 0161, HiBid 1%/K PR S5 (p < 0.01). XFhZERRY, ZRIGE )2 E sy
WS BESG SRR R MR . mafl e, EalpeiE T BIM BARSRERFA RS,
MR ERS ESG RN, A, (REFIMZIRT 54, BT scRE ST T A B & REalioi,
PAE R 55 3 () ESG $2TH RN . MR A FERUL, = ROA Al T ) TR 30 AL BN 5 T 4k g B A
MIZEA: MK ROA VA2 2E 77 K J1 ksl s 0 o0 2 A T4k T, #0546 1 EH br
X T ) R ) 22 5, DAKCEH T B85 ) 500 B R 704k, 80T B B R Ak ESG G803
RIES.

5. &t

S SR HT RO DT IR ANR Y T SO B S Al ESG Z (A fER &R, JE IR T AT
PARZR: (1) WIEHERNAMZS B B, Ber bRk ESG S A B IE M (2) ZGa00H
KL W55 GUBONME BB W FEAE S T A e 5 ESG S ARk 4E T RE TR ER]: (3) BUr s Rixt
il ESG SURINRANAAF (L R 2 25, B AR AU KRR AL (1 ESG Salfie st FH W5k /N RIASE A
b, ot e M) A b R A R RCR G 5 TR A M E g Al

Bl SCEHRH LR (1) BUFACA REST TSI KBRS R IR, HEsh @ S By e e i
ESG SR & e, bk, BURAT DUE Bt/ b B A R L T G, sl 5 AR B IR 3
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