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Abstract

Indocyanine green (ICG) is widely used as a photosensitizer with near infrared for photothermal
therapy. However, the poor water solubility of ICG limits its clinical application. Therefore, we de-
signed and prepared polycysteine (PPC) with pyridine-terminal modification, and then formed
amphiphilic supramolecular polypeptide with water-soluble pillar[5]arene based on host-guest
recognition. The supramolecular polypeptide nanodrug (WPPC/ICG) was then prepared by load-
ing ICG in the core of supramolecular polypeptide nanoassembly. WPPC/ICG could passively target
and enrich in tumor tissues via enhanced osmosis and retention (EPR) effect. After entering tumor
cells through endocytosis, under acidic intracellular environment, ICG could be responsively re-
leased. Under 808 nm near-infrared light, the produced optothermal effect could kill tumor cells,
which not only enhanced the therapeutic effect, but also reduced the damage to normal tissue.
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1. 5|8

FRITIEPTT) A H 80T LUAYT MR AT 2B 0 Ipik 2 — o 5HARRIT AL, SedvTiiae bl
/IR P R N A IR FH 75 3R 5 307 ) IR 4E BRI E o 3 £ AR (NTR) X Sk R B i % PTT S i R, BRoA
AN FIBE A LR, HAE K TE B A AR A2 766 ORI 55, i /N 1] [2]

5| 5 S (ICG) A —Fh B A (I L1 AN e 450, A3 R I B A e B — PP RLnesh Jia
ST (PDT)SGEGR, 7EGIE T AT DA P2 Ay M A, T e s BRSO S W D IR BRI 7 56 2 AU S T, 258
P — B8 52 IV o (E LA 22 (1 7 P 5 A1 11 4 35 B 3 AR ) £ R 1 5 e BR 1) T L R S
BRlte, N7 db— D3 s HAE A A AR 28, S oR—Ma 20 82 77 N E R BON B AL R3]

B2, BErwEE RS STRERE R, MBS ik, o7 DUE SRR 45 0 51N KR E4k1E
G, 8IS R ARRIAE TR B i S A R A PSR SR IR (4] [5] [6]. X A>T SR R SRR AR
B T RIKMEWZ v, mEE S T IR EMh, H H 3224 AF A 0 m]di vty DU 77k R 58 2 [T e
PE[7] 8] DRI, JETF 32 AR50 1 FH (38 23 7 3 o PR SR IR A S A e VR I 7 12 Wi ok R At 7 — il L A
B GOR B AR B T

AR, FATR G T AR u B T IERE 3h 1 R R IR (PPC), 5 /KA ERE[S]D R (WP[S))il
M FRARBIME, TR R S TR 1% T RIED B 425513k 1ICG THEZH, EREs T
RIRGIK 2 9)(WPPC/ICG). WPPC/ICG 18 3 5072 12 55 i B8 (EPR) RN L 1) & B2 7 MR 2H 24382 [9] [10],
HENFAEFEN R EM, 7R AR P R VE RS b, AR ZGW AR pH- A . A AR 2 2 M T e T o
ICG, 7E 808 nm ITZLAMEHRSS T, WREF &, RICMIRLML, AL R TS ICG FIeHIT 2, i Hik
ANT X IE AR A
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2. SCIOERSy
2.1. REER S EE

ICG B AL B AME THR AR, LR A Rl R A IR A7, = LH%(TEA)
T B EHERT R TIAIA R AR, AP R iR EREAREARAR, LRAEEEHE Enox, M
W (THF) Y B b igue it 2 alf A wl, =D E R T el A R AR, FERE 5 05 PRl R A
BT, IECKWEE Lm0 A AR, NN-ZHEF B DMP)E A _Eifg 2w AR A R A
", oK OB B E 2R . EEIRBAE I 50y AgilentAV-400, T3 Agilent Ao R H
T RMEIIN S A JEM-210, T HAHR PS4,

2.2. B FRIRNRAYRI & KR

2.2.1. S-{BFHEFTE-L- LM EER(L-NBC-NCARIE R

# LR R(1.23 g, 10.18 mmol)¥E T 20 mL /KA, FAIA 1.33 mL TEA, T 0°C N THiH:. 25
AR I 30 mL ABAHEERIR(2 g, 9.26 mmol) ) FEEIE M, T 0°C N/ 0.5h, FTZIRE TR 1 h,
RPEER G, MR TN, R OB OB UK TR, BRRE OE . K E A% 50 mg IF
T 1.8 mL KT ES &, INAEREE, BROUE, W5 S FETIE H O BT T,
BENRE OEDIR A R, ETERPE RIS, B(350 mg, 1.36 mmol) F¥R 3 4 i A7 T 3 mL
THF w1, FAEER TN 3 mL =5%75(403.7 mg, 1.36 mmol)f{J AW, T 50°C FM 2 h, SBiZEHR
JE ¥ I SLDTRELE 4 (5T KIEC ket , S EER ST IEIET, SR AR A L-NBC-NCA,
P3N 65.3%

2.2.2. ALLOE-BR(S-PREEFTE-L M E|ER)PPNBC HIE AL

PPNBC HI&: £ 25CTHI N, 297 F, #4(7.5 mg, 0.025 mmol) 5| & 77N BBt ie #2574 T 1.0 ml [
T4 DMF 1, FHIA(200 mg, 0.71 mmol)f] L-NBC-NCA HA$tRE SN 48 ho [ 3 45 o J 55 SN WU b
7610 mL oK LB IF 3.0, RE 3 G, B TH35] PPNBC, 2% A 83.8%. 'H NMR (DMSO-dy) of
PPNBC: & (ppm) = 8.51~8.65 (m, 5H, Py), 8.11~7.31 (m, 88H, (Ph)y), 4.47~4.82 (m, 24H, CH,Py,
(COCHNH),,), 4.13~3.92 (d, 44H, (CH.Ph),), 3.37~3.25 (m, 2H, CH,NH), 2.75~2.62 (t, 44H, SCH,),
2.23~2.17 (t, 2H, CH>), 1.97~1.88 (f, 2H, CH,).

2.2.3. MIE-BEMIBEPPOIER

PPC {4 H: FREL 50 mg PPNBC ¥AfR1E 100 mL DMF/CH;CN (v:v = 4: )RS ER T, BLHIK 0.5
mg/mL K E IR, BT UV LED T (K 365 nm, THE&E 150 W) FIGIE 12 h, 85 &9 i 45 RS 5E  Jk
(NBYRA G, EaMNEEWTR BN, MBERE, BERRAE 3 mL 24, FUFET 25 mL 1
ToK BRI, RE 3 KG, AZETHREE] PPC, P2 K 83.6%. 'H NMR (DMSO-dy) of PPC: & (ppm)
=8.31~8.13 (m, 5H, Py), 3.63~3.10( m, 26H, CH,Ph, CH,CH,CH,CH,Ph, (OCCHNHCH,),,), 1.07~1.02 (t, 2H,
CH>).

2.2.4. WPPC/ICG Kyl &

¥ PPC(3.5 mg, 0.002 mmol)H1 ICG (1.5 mg, 0.002 mmol) LA 0.5 mL DMF R Z145 4k 1~2 h = 2218
B 15 mL WP5 (2.78 mg, 0.002 mmol)/K¥&, I 48 he S5 )5, KIEWHRE T 7> 7 & 3500 &4,
H 500 mL % &7 /KiZENT 48 h, HlA%E 8 h i —IREET/K, BEEHRIGE, WikTHE5 20 77 7RIk
K254 WPPC/ICG.
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2.3. WPPC/ICG B9 FRAANAK A sERST

2.3.1. Figshsk

£ 96 LA I 500 pL. &4 0.25 mg/mL WPPC/ICG FIZNKRL T, 25 ug/mL 3551 ICG ) PBS
LA PBS W0, FIOEBER/NA 0.12 em® FIUEA 46808 nm, 1.0 W/em®) T ELHEAT HRET, [RIR #A
R E TN, BB 10 s 103 — IRIEB AR .

2.3.2. AR

7£ 96 FLECF N 500 pL &4 0.25 mg/mL WPPC/ICG 4N KHi 1 FH G BE R /NN 0.12 em? BT L4
(808 nm, 1.0 W/em®) T ELHEAT IR ST, (7 AehKs 240 AR B TN A0 10 s 10— RIS TAIRE o 5 min
JEtE bR, FRERE 10 s i — R E, HENEE FREEAT MR, BE 3 K.

2.3.3. WPPC/ICG 85 TREAAARZEMEIN 1CG Bl

4 3 mL 0.58 mg/mL [ %% 245 4 KR 7V B T IZ T8 (7 1 & 3500)+ 28 J5 43 7 A 20 mL PBS (pH 5.5,
pH 5.5 + NIR) T 35 CHEAT & T, FIH]FF— & i 7] 58 #6eAH AL ) PBS ¥ T A4S, e B 41 PBS
FEIAE 390 nm AL (KR ANROEEAE, FEHRYE ICG HARvE i 22 TH 57 H AN E] AU 1CG BTl

2.3.4. WPPC/ICG B85 FEERA MK 25RO S0 el p 251

I MTT VRN E K 25405 HeLa FIANAREEME . B 0K 40l %8 1.0 x 10* (S RRN 96 FLARH,
I\ DMEM 52485553200 uL), A 5% CO,. 37°CHIMMIEFEM h1E9E 12 he BREFEA R, 1L
RN & WPPC/ICG, ICG HIHTER: 7L, Ki9% 4 h ek Li59R4:, —4 WPPC/ICG F1 1CG 1
5 min (808 nm, 1.0 W/em?) 4k 45555 48 h, Tt 200 pL Frif ks 2 5L 25 uL &4 MTT ) PBS ¥
(5 mg/mL), ZkEEREFE 4h, 4h JGRRZEEEIRIE, H PBS ¥EMIR, HAESLIDA 200 uL DMSO B, Tk
10 min Zeifq, 1R SRS S R 0 VM. 45005 AR O 2B FLIEVRTE 570 nm AR AE(Abs).
SR A 2 T A R A K

AbS gy — ADSs 1

MMAETE R = x100%

3. ER5118
3.1, ®iTEE

WPPC/ICG 45T FEREKANRRLF B & SR

AV E T BRIk ——EnE - JEE B IR(PPC). BRI SRR 1 FroR. 56, 7N
WEER ML mE SR VE N B R A, 5IR L-NBC-NCA HAKIFIRER A 1F B ne - 5 (S-A0 A3 & -L-2L & R)
(PPNBC), H 'H NMR iKW 2 fik. SRJ5, BT AMIRAE RA Y b AR RE LS 5L (NB) R A L,
BRI Y PPC. I\ PPC 17 'H NMR 5B AT LLE B, AR IS I IR IE L2 52 A R (1 3), IEW
PPNBC L) NB O &2 NREW &S Elidk.

WPPC/ICG #8531 R KGK 25 W ) S IR AZ Wi ] 4 FITzR o PPC AT ICG ¥ T DMF ¥ 771 FR R 2045 BE
[FJ B 22 12 0 WPS IRI7KVE L, fiFbd s, £ B -1/KENT 48 /NiF, 193] WPPC/ICG i 73 T R k4K
ZII KIS . 18IS B A G ECH (DLS)FIIZ i HL - R AU BE(TEM)X HORLAR A S AT RAE . Wi 5 Fiow,
WPPC/ICG i85 MR ANK 25 304K J1 22 Ri48 8 125.4 £ 5.8 nm, PDI A 0.28 +0.01, JESAEKE
IR G5 o XLt — BRI, WPPC/ICG GKZGWIITERL, FF BAEAKVE MR ARG I 3 Btk i Ae
EVE. BBAL, FRATRIE LA WG, tHEAHZAK YT ICG AN 12%.
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Figure 3. "H NMR spectra of PPC
& 3. PPC #9 'H NMR [EliZ
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Figure 4. The composite diagram of supramolecular polypeptide nanoparticles WPPC/ICG
[ 4. WPPC/ICG B FRIKNAR N TR & R~ EE
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Figure 5. The DLS (a) and TEM (b) data of WPPC/ICG
5. WPPC/ICG HJ DLS (a)F1 TEM (b)##E

3.2. WPPC/ICG B9 RER ST

T ICG L LL AN AR A R R 1, 038 ICG I KL T 1B 20 A A A 7 7 TS 2 1)
W . W 6(a)fras, FEITLIANS808 nm, 1.0 W/em?, 5 min)fE 5 N, WPPC/ICG (] PBS iAW & THE
29 27.5°C, XAV 0T LABUE IR 40 i & A AN n s R T EL A IRBE, BT CART DU TR, JF HiZ
TS & T 1 ICG 41 (24.5°C), IXATRESE B T-40KZH 1ICG 1 ZRAE T LAY s HoBUR St Rl
PRACAEIFERL. B4k, FRAEFIC T WPPC/ICG 40K 2541 = IR FHE PR A oL, wT LAEEE] 3 i
EFHRE LT —8, FHZYK Y WPPC/ICG BA 1R I He #da e PE(E 6(b)).

30T o0 — 30
* ICG Lasasst
4 WPPC/ICG “n‘ JRTTLL d f_
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Figure 6. (a) The temperature increase of PBS, ICG and WPPC/ICG; (b) the photostability of
WPPC/ICG

6. (a) PBS, ICG 1 WPPC/ICG HIFHRRLE; (b) WPPC/ICG B HFaEM
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3.3. WPPC/ICG E &K N FRIEIMNEREEFY

AV BB MTT 015 7 ICG 1 WPPC/ICG *F HeLa 41l R 40 2E M0 & 7 i 7R3
HOGRERE, WPPC/ICG SEER2H 40 M R A7 5 AR = T 95%, W HE AR NMREtE, BA R
fRAE A 2 . 76 NIR JGHE(808 nm, 1.0 W/em?, 5 min)2k 14, WPPC/ICG 4 i 5 1 B & & T ICG, 1
W@ ICG 13T WPPC B 9 il s WPPC/ICG 9K 25W)5 , S 3 1 ICG HIE BT Hi iR 2R .

—
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Figure 7. The cytotoxicity of ICG + NIR, WPPC/ICG,
and WPPC/ICG + NIR determined by MTT

& 7. MTT EMEH ICG + NIR, WPPC/ICG #0
WPPC/ICG + NIR RI4HREE 1

4. &g

AT T — PP T AR H R 4 SRR A K 254 WPPC/ICG, WP[5]H1 PPC it % /&
WUMNE R TE M SR 1R K, I64 ICG M EEG KR, TERENKEY) WPPC/ICG, H§5E T ICG
TEIL AL AR N R THEECR, JEE RS T 1CG FIeHITRUR . ASie T Lk — 5% DOX A H 1,
EENBEA PR R . B, ZGUKREG 1 RGN YR 25 WU 4L T R seie dnt . FR, 7€
HIRIRTT . BRZGAIE AR AL T RS 5 T ZE V8 TE 1 B FH AT 5

SE
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