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Abstract

Objective: To analyze the current research status, hotspots, and trends in the field of elderly diabetes-
related care in China, and to provide precise directions and objective references for future research
in this field. Methods: Relevant literature was retrieved from databases including CNKI, Wanfang,
and VIP. After screening, 436 valid articles were ultimately included. Bibliometric methods were
used to analyze publication trends, and CiteSpace 6.3.R1 software was employed to conduct visual
analyses of authors, institutions, and keywords. Results: The distribution characteristics of publi-
cation volume revealed a significant stepwise upward trend, reaching a peak of 48 articles in 2019.
Research efforts were dispersed, and a national collaborative network has not yet been formed. The
density of the author collaboration network was 0.0066, while that of the institution collaboration
network was 0.003. Meng Xiaomin and Fujian Provincial Hospital had the largest nodes in the net-
work, indicating their greatest influence. “Diabetes mellitus” occupied a central hub position in the
knowledge network with the highest centrality of 0.53, serving as the core research direction in the
field of elderly diabetes care. Conclusion: Research in the field of elderly diabetes care in China is
showing an overall growth trend, but research collaboration remains insufficient. Although core
research focuses on nursing practices for diabetes, future efforts should strengthen cross-institu-
tional and cross-author collaboration to deepen innovation and practical research in care models
centered around core themes.
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Figure 1. Trends in annual publication volume in the field of elderly diabetes-related care in China (2001~2025)
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Figure 2. Author collaboration network
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Figure 3. Institution collaboration network
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Table 1. Top 9 high-frequency keywords in the field of elderly diabetes-related care in China (2001~2025)
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence network
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Figure 5. Keyword clustering analysis
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Top 8 Keywords with the Strongest Citation Bursts
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Figure 6. Keyword burst detection
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Figure 7. Keyword timeline visualization
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