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Abstract

Objective: To analyze the current status, research hotspots, and development trends of preterm infant
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nursing research in China from 2016 to 2025, providing a reference for future studies. Methods: Sta-
tistical and visual analyses were conducted on preterm infant nursing literature indexed in the China
National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), utilizing NoteExpress, Excel, and CiteSpace. Results: A to-
tal of 3232 articles were included. The publication volume shows an initial increase followed by a de-
crease, while research hotspots continue to evolve. Conclusion: The field of preterm infant nursing
in China has undergone a paradigm shift from a “disease-centered” to a “function-centered”, and ulti-
mately to a “family-centered” approach. Future efforts should strengthen regional academic collabo-
ration, promote the standardization and localization of nursing protocols, and explore nursing deci-
sion support systems incorporating emerging technologies.
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Table 1. Statistical table of high-frequency keywords
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Figure 3. Keyword clustering map
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Figure 4. Keyword timeline map
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Figure 5. Keyword burst map
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