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Abstract

This study compares the complexity of TOEFL iBT reading texts with that of GRE General Test
reading comprehension texts in a quantitative manner. Text complexity is analyzed from three
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dimensions: (1) vocabulary complexity, as indicated by average number of syllables per word,
word frequency, and type-token ratio; (2) sentence complexity, as indicated by average sentence
length; (3) reasoning complexity, as indicated by the number of oppositional reasoning words per
100 words. The study found that GRE reading texts are slightly more complex in terms of vocabu-
lary than their TOEFL counterparts. Sentence complexity is almost the same for these two kinds of
texts. However, GRE texts’ reasoning complexity is significantly higher than that of TOEFL texts. It
follows that the relatively high difficulty of GRE reading questions results to a great extent from
GRE reading texts’ complex reasoning.
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1. 58

Test of English as a Foreign Language, Internet-Based Test (TOEFL iBT, "3 4K “FLmmM%" , LL
A PRFEAR) AT the GRE General Test (N — ek BBy “ R ERT FAENFER” , IR GRE)Z K
22 BT 05 PR 3 BT 0 AR Bt 1 o ] 2 A I R S i 9 0 [ 462 . 9938 S Educational Testing Service
(CEEHE H MRS F 0, LA AR ETS) A FAZS I, (H 5 7575 10 P 25 R0 38 0 B AR A 2 35 1 X0
FEARE W B L% B RE RS E 5 A AR R A SiE SSIm M ae I [1]. ko Rlse, Wrd), HiE
FEAE 4 NB4) - GRE U B 7525 A 2% AL 1 B4 FHERE 8 J1[2] . 5173 il 5 HE 2 (verbal reasoning),
H P (quantitative reasoning) A4 #7745 1F (analytical writing) =M. Hb4h, SHCHEAFE K2, GRE
4 FERE T EE[3].

RIEFEAEH XN A[L], FEFERE RS FEE =R IR R, RS % i an KA 60 78 (=
T SCEE) B 80 4B (U4 SCFE) o A 1 DA R HA 5 3 B B R 00 IR A B &, i D) S & K
FEL179 700 A HLAR], R OCEIA 12~14 @8 H . BRCERR G 88 3 AN R IUE RS, &5
—IE R H N2 LR . FEAR R B R B A B AR LU =5 T A RE

(1) fExEPERE R B

o B SR SRIR B SO S S HE EAE R

o AT PR A B 1 S

(2) HEARMCEEM . HAAREEE:

o IR SCEE I AU 3 BEAR L SCEE ) E R B RS, B R Y R DU AR R R AR R

o N SCEE IR 7N R P A L AH N R HE T

(3) ML PR FE R FHIE L . BRI

o HIESCE AL G MM EEH K

o FRAAEMLAZ IO R

o HELAEIRELA S MR T AL RME R, AT R Z 6 S 5 1Y) 32 P 25 R 8 2 () 4015

o HEMTH SR ) AR DU AR 7 B AH IR R I

T4 GRE X/ 4H[2], GRE 7515 5 HEXE /6 & e s i@l H - GRE BB XKL 10 A
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W IC AR AR BE B PR 32 S0 . K240 GRE L S F R IR, — M R G — B, KB RZ4E 100~150 4>
R, iR CERAE 1288 H . DECERKERK, K48 400~450 SR, —80h 2~3 B, TR
WACH 3~4 JEMH . 49K 2% GRE [ 8 H S AU R IUE R, D HGE H A @ BUE R, BAK MG SC
WA T, GRE R S LA HA LT

o ¥ECHE RIS ML R

o AATERE NG BAEWTER K I 7

o FRfESCENAEMNE LMK R

o HIMEF ALY

o HEIMEFAE N EY EX

o PHTSCEIH NPT IS 1R

o HEnCEAER

o NPT S AN —FE AR

M T BB R G AT LUR B, FEAR PR A H N GRE [ 328 H 7 2 b s, 78 BB A (1 R
N EWEBAEEEENES ., AREEEE EEERENZER . AR EFE LN GRE [
HAEAERE E Bt m T e b s H, H GRE Bl 13 U AS IR [ 52 M B 2000 i T B AR SCAC I B B2 o AASE
PRItk E WA I, o B2 A FEFEAR I B2 /B3 20 21 43 (40 30 437) [4]e X — BT R S0 4 T
X7 65%I1 A H o 17 E S AR LE GRE 1 F HERLE 2 1P ST 148.8 4 (1 S HEERH 4 B 4 170
55, BAKAY 130 43) . IR KBS FHO6 T8 5 HEEE ) 42% M8 H . FFER B, BT GREIBES
PHER 73 B 1 Bl 2 PR AR AN S A A A) A H L B S BEAES Sr R S E S R R L
AT GRE HiAfE W 1T FE R —85 Wb iR H A FE 2 8] 22 80/ [5], DR 25 AR TR AR 5 HEBE 20 i
P IR AN e AR H E IR R A ZE A AR .

AT T DL A ) 75 O BB AR B 52 AT GRE B e SCA I &2 2% B, DU ] USE 4 (1) 3R A6 4R Bl 35281 GRE
Bl B2 R, RN A& SRR T
2. MiRA=*

AHIE TR ARV S J P ) - 52 4 P RT S 4E 53 2% P — AN D7 T % L FEAR [ 52 A0 GRE [l CA I E A % .
2.1 WILERE

LA RIS ETEREPE A ERR MR RN — G, B TFE4E 1A GRE
BEl R 1) SCARTE 5 B seils, B AR 8 s Trh E A Mg B A &P, DMERFRCE R
I GRE [ 2R A H 1] I ME 5 & GRE 5 SCHEHR 6 7 BT A H R B AR [6], (HERTMAIE RS
FEAR B SRl SR AR FE IR R o AN FUAE M B iV 52 A FE I SR FH B RS IR T LANE AR, 20 i =2 i) - 3
H A HOAETE TR R SHE 44 RIS A L (type-token ratio, DA R R K TTR).

211 FHEHH
— BT & 5 A2 1 FRD R R 2, BT LT AT DB S R Y — BOCAR IR R 2R [ 7]
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2.1.2. BIRFEIERIEE P YIRS HES

WEEOLT, B W SRR By o ST 3 R, TR A R B 0R] 2 30 2 AR A W] RE TR A
WSt 2 ) 3 SR, SR 1) 2 LR PR R B () P BB B o AT ST G T i R AR A R 1) AR
1515 K} % (Corpus of Contemporary American English, LA R f@#% COCA) KA (i 54 . COCA A H i
A R SEEE R, st T i 4.5 2T RISCA, T AR B Sk AR ) SE RS
FE L

AT 5T L R B 1A BT ] H AE COCA Hh Al A0 AR il AR RERE BE (R Fia b, ANMBUE (TS . 27
FRR R Rl AR R, B KCh 63145, Bl UL ifix —Fritk, Hi look (S AZTE AN looks. looking 45)HE 44
A 76, abandon (A A5 i1 abandons. abandoned %§)#HE44 A 2203,

213. TTR

A— B ST AR A S [ g ] 2508 DA SCA I S i B, 43 2R 45 B0 TTR. 1 “one apple, two apples,
three apples” &A% 6, ANEBIEHCN 5, Kk TTR A 83.3%. TTR A LU i — B S A b il 1) 2 B
PEo TTR e R 5 5 S0 (1 LOABRR ), ST 15 28 She 100 Bl 15 ¥ B el o K

B TTR X —FR bR 5 K (1 ) REE T B A2 SO K B s . — RSO0 R, AANS SCEERTREF 211
PESHCR AR, U ES MK, EEHIMRERSBEE, TTR SaBK[7]. mianmr ik,
FEAR b S KK GRE [l SCH, B R BT HPIE TTR I3, 3 H 4RI
Petke St —1a @, —ANHEXSE . A ROF B R R R T A 1 SCAR # A R R 2 (3 40 ok
T TTR. B 7T R Giit 4 5 B4 RHIT 100 AN SR TTR. B KR L 100 AN A LM REA S 5
it

22. AIFERE

B 7RNCRASE, AT IR R S0 SR B R EA B E R . SORTPITIER “RKafEy” W] DI RS
JE BN B . R T RS AT KBRS 5 WA OGN, ASHIT T SR (1 2
AR ERAE SRR T IR far -

23 BYESHE

5] 152 3C B AV AN B AR A B Bl ) T R RN 1 RE M T CEMERAM AR FRE
IEERfR T OCE . FERR R B B IR NS RS M AR YRR B, DRI A SR W L AR
(B YE 24 FE NLIZAN 2K 1T GRE 1% 2 4R RIHERLBE T H05R, B ARTE A B R LR N REE,
AR TE R e e SRl b 20 A e B E FE, JU L ELALHE  Z f1X) S 12 IE (complex  opposi-
tional reasoning) [5] [8].

AW FCAE T SO B YE 52 2% FE I SR FH (R BR i 2~F 35065 100 A B3] v e SCIBER] RS B . s SCIRIE 1]
JLAFET 15 (W not). FHALTEASAIE]E (W hardly). 75 & W 1EIE (W1 challenge. deny). & SCZ4E 5% & i (W
although. however). FI4 [ PEA ] (W1 wrong). 2 BT LARH EiR$abs & BN ETS fERF Fid &3 Eidk Febr
IS ) REAE A2 2% A7 AE Y2 35 1R IEAH SR 1 8]

3. HisEEE

AT TP F (O FEAR Bl 12 SCA 48R H T ETS KA RIFEAR ££ 425 > (TOEFL Practice Online, LA R &
Fr TPO). TPO 1 A I H #R AL AFEAR 5 1 B A8, D] b mT DA Bt b S e H SE B4R 25 i A I L o A
WAL R K& TPO 1~35 H A AP L SC &, 3% 105 Fi o A AUALET 0 SCE I IE G4y, SCE AIbRE . 1R
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AR S FA R B 35 ANTERE S L Y

AHE TS 1) GRE [ 32 S0 AR 486k B T ETS & A5 Y] POWERPREP PLUS (LA R i %% PPP). PPP 1
B /8 H #8291 GRE B AT, PRt T DLAER b S Bt SEBR GRE 1B L. PPP s /b,
HEr~IE— 3 RE =8, AP R4 M=% PPP i irf (b &, 3% 57 5. WA &
IESCH Sy, B HATEDEFLIEH PY .

te4h, BT GRE LB KA TiHEN BER WIF: BAEEY FHREMNEESHEEH, bl
B P, B2 BRMEEDRTHEAES 1 BWIERSE, SRS, PSR M= HE(fE GRE
AR, MEFE TR R 5 R RO A SR H R R, K 8 E 25 2R O IR BRIC) [5]. PPP R A T RIFE
BTt IXATAGAHE ST AT DL T H IR 5y TR S8 AR RERT 53 (1) GRE [ 52 S0 AR 43 3 i AR 92 o

4, R
XTI Gt S5 R~ (% 1, &4 1-5).

Table 1. Comparison of TOEFL iBT and GRE reading text complexity
= 1. FEIEME LM GRE MiESr A S B xftL

FEAR GRE-4:# GRE-faj % GRE-H14% GRE-[H %
N 105 57 15 27 15
SE K 693 145 72 161 137
KEEFRAEZ 25.79 79.35 35.89 106.82 39.74
P PR R 1.76 1.85 1.82 1.85 1.92
FIE]E A4 (T H4{E) 1730 1812 1723 1772 1975
H R AR (R E) 157 208 201 193 255
BRI ATHE 4 (95 H 4 1H) 8241 9329 8268 9040 10742
B TR ATHE 44 (98 T 4 1H) 16230 16582 14745 16655 17959
TTR (R 100 ) 69.42 72.15 71.83 72.95 71.15
TTR (Ff 100 i)kruEZ 495 4.66 5.44 4,65 4.00
SRR 20.38 20.32 19.36 22.92 17.02
SR A 1.48 219 1.99 2.09 2.58
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Figure 1. Distribution of word frequency ranking—TOEFL
E 1. FERRIaiRmEEE 2 h
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Figure 2. Distribution of word frequency ranking—GRE (all)
[ 2. GRE (£ 8) R 1aiA5MAEE 77
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Figure 3. Distribution of word frequency ranking—GRE (easy)
[ 3. GRE ({8 8) B iAiasiH & 5%
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Figure 4. Distribution of word frequency ranking—GRE (medium)
[ 4. GRE (%) R 1aiAnAEEE 5

5. i
MEREE R AT AR, ERIC T, AR TS R, A A B AE TTR
I, ¥k GRE FI A Je BE B o THTAR PS04, (HFT S 7E80k B2 R AR, 70 AR BA

JUMESE ) B3 ] AHE 4% b, GRE Bl 132 132 ] el Bk 44 A LEFEAR D B e 1 AN 31 5% ] #3873 ) GRE
5] 1 25 ) AE 44 L 28 HU B AR I AR — L. BV IR AERS 70 1) GRE [ 332 30 B -~F- 2 i i HE 44 3 EL AR )

DOI: 10.12677/0etpr.2020.23014 154 [ Ah i B i 2 ST


https://doi.org/10.12677/oetpr.2020.23014

ot FEBR

BEEANE] 15%., 1M1 NS 5, FEIENEJ7TH L T E 25 A4 A0Sk K ) GRE SCASAZS FilA) F2640) j H ik 100
18] ()7 R AT HE 44 230 9000 [6], A& FTAEIE GRE Ml I%fs . st GRE I &, HSCA A
55 2% T 4> BB 3 BT AE 30 20 B HE B K 38 K, 0 A E GRE 2543 m 1] Y A 8 Aff i 2 S ) 381 5] 52 R ) et
M o

70000
60000
50000
40000
30000
20000
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Figure 5. Distribution of word frequency ranking—GRE (hard)
[ 5. GRE (%) R iAiasH = 5%

TR 7 T AP A5 45 ) S v P a0 2 B ] SR SHE 42 £ 95 71 20 AL AT 98 P 43 AR, BRI AN Bl vl bA
S B T2 AR R B B R (6] — MR &, 5 o0 A ST TRl I 2 2 50 B AR ARG o L) 4]
Jei EARAT D WL A . WA A R SRR R R X, AR B H RZ AR B S AR
P TAATHES /N T 55T X I o T2 an 52 28 1 & Ak B [ S SR T B A A R R Y B
AR H, TR %% A o] ORI B2 SCAR Yl Bt . AW e, (RS seils S0 i i AH 2R A
HEBRE, FEIARIL A 989%f) # i (RI-T- 145 50 AN #i iy —AMEI), BIEAREET 95% (RI-F-1y
20 AN FRR TR — AN AR TA]) [9], BRI ] 5 SCA R AHE 44 7E 95 F 43 Ar A1 98 F 43 r 1Y) S 44 A B T LA
B3 BN 2% A KR K SO () 52 SCAC (AR 9596 1) B3] ) AT LT 58 A FRAR I 352 SC A (AR 98% 1) BALiid])
it 5 B AR 1A

MEGE R AT LUK B, GRE [ SCAN 95 43 1] AlHE 44 N LG4 ) 52 SCA R 17 1000 £ . 2 5t
A G SRS R B ARFEAR D B TS, A EEAR AR KM GRE [, HREH £ ¥ 1000 4
Al Sk HREEIH AT LA GRE WV B USCR A IR & N =Y 2 05 )\ T, xR DL &
B MG KA BB R AR50 GRE B SCA, HAA T E IR AL HIE 2500 1~
Pl TN 98 F A FIERATHEA (1%, FERRAT GRE BB SCAN T4 i B BRI = F H E /N
—
FEFI8) ) FRPBE T, FEAR DB SCAR A GRE (RIS SCA L T-50A X Al i 5k b GRE [ 32 SCAR )
i, B H MEREFN ORI A KA E A AR AT AR DG E . JE AR R BN JE,  WAER 7 SR 17
KT A P A AR A . IX BB GRE Bel 138 B x5 A ke 1 52 5 v R AN 2 BN SCE ) 1 R K

TR AR E A PR SCRIE R R IX — T b, FE48 B GRE PRI TR E S : FHEILITE 2
7L 50%. RIS fa] 588 0 () GRE BB 3CAS, & 1 1] v e SCIRIE ) H0R 9 ELFEAR [ 132 2 13 35%.
XIS 1S GRE a1 50 3 5 ME AR AR KFEE B KA GRE B3 Se s i B4 i N R 24 . T in SR
Mt b GRE )2 SCAR A, nI LAR B B 1] H s SV 1 5 0 7 B i 1 30 4 10 X A7 B S P TE A 2
PEo XU BB AE R A B0 E, A B 08 E T AR T S RO o X — e R AT BL R
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GRE [ I f ¥ B AR AR IS sk B Fr i B i 2 1
6. &g

M TR el ORI, GRE B SCARTE WL E 24 P2 s THEM, (HME ZR AR, 5P
FRETHHEJLFEA XA (HRAEBHEEE -, GRE % CHEmLitm L EE 2. Xl GRE
I 55 S B 6of T o S A SR 2 BT A MR AR, BE 22K GRE SCEMBEEHE NG 44, MA LK NIES
KRG HIE R .

XA HEARE A GRE A W T Ja 7R

USR5 AR RS AR P FRARFEAR R 0, B R JBEATHIRADME ), B2 ARt e AR EAT ST,
WA DAHEAR GRE (R CHMIET « (RIS 5 212 A 2 MRIIERE 52 2 BELE GRE [ 3CF 1),
N GRE i S (e s o 2ok B T LB 24 8 4. FTLAfE%% GRE [l AN Al DL ZAL B 468 /111
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