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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the accuracy of the e-rater automated scoring engine by investigating
the scores and feedback provided by ScoreltNow! paid scoring service in the GRE analytical writ-
ing section. The study attempts to answer the following four question: (1) Is there any difference
between the ScoreltNow! scores and the scores test-takers gotten from the GRE analytical writing
section? (2) Is ScoreltNow! able to accurately evaluate essay content? (3) To what extent are the
scores influenced by essay length? (4) Is the Writer’s Analysis Tools able to provide accurate
feedback? The study found that scores provided by ScoreltNow! generally agree with the scores
test-takers received from the GRE analytical writing section. However, ScoreltNow! cannot give
accurate evaluation concerning the content of the essays. ScoreltNow! is more likely to give higher
scores when essays are longer. The feedback in Writer’s Analysis Tools is far from satisfactory.
GRE writing teachers are advised to not only emphasize the importance of language use in their
teaching, but also impart useful writing skills and improve students’ ability to think critically.
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1. GRE B{ER7T A

GRE General Test (3¢ [E#f 70 4E N2 %4, DL F##K GRE) & H ETS (Educational Testing Service, 32 [
HAEFH RS L, DUNEFRR ETS)H A A5 ARG 7. GRE ik £ 25 A it s AL B B I s
BE S MR B, AT S (ERR

ENMIEBIEE Sy, BAFEERERAIEC: Analyze an Issue (74— AN RE, LLURfEIFR Issue)Fll
Analyze an Argument (54T —BEIE, LR fEIAR Argument). Issue @ H 23R %5 A4 MR 5 BAK K 5 (E g &0 —
ANHS LIRS AT 73 #r s Argument @ H 225K 25 AR AR SRR X0 — BOR IR T IF . BEiR SCE Y
BRAE 30 4380 N TE M. BERAESCAR 733908 0~6 43, B AR S AR SR 3 B o PR R AR SC% B A543 B35
5y, FE#RFE] 0.5 4.

HEIEVE RS, S ERO A R SO AU AR . B R B GEE AR W R A S S
HIR AR AT FSRA I IEAE] 7 I A SR IF BA G 12 FH 2 FE A) AN A 1 17]
TEA RERIE WA [1] -

ETS SFEESIEVEIr EAE I A] SOAFI 55 G012 K BT EL, D9 1 0 20 AR DL RS i o0 250
ETS Wtk 7 BB &L e-rater SKAHINFT 43 [2]o A B — R AE 3022 30 e NSEPF4) 72 A e-rater KA
gro WURWHE I, WA K155 R E K55y . WERIE o 280K, WA R/ESCRR i EE —
PNEVE AT 5y, A3 A4 NIV B B3 0y . FEWER SRR, e-rater F2% >) T
TR NKIEIr 0 D4 M B0 SR . IR0 E Wi EAR @ B KCPRARASE,  DMELL e-rater RERS AT
%) o FEVETI, e-rater o FERBEIT S SCE AT ST i B SCE AL b . Fi4h, e-rater 47433
HIRE, FRAE SR TR AR 2. BAR IR e-rater 4T 73 #ERAVE AR & N IREE, (HZ
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FER, At

HZFERKIE, W4 e-rater Vo HERREE CadER m, 5 ARV A P89 2 5 44 NEVES
R I F385) 2 T LT 2 A R I [3]
e-rater fEVEArI, BRI CEAE S REST 5, BT TR
o Y5 2 FEE (lexical complexity)——1C 2 H AR ff ] 250 DL S B ] FA~P 2 K
o iEVEETIR Y & i (proportion of grammar errors)—— 3¢ & HETRAT R (W1 18 A —F0) H L
o FHEAER R &5 L (proportion of grammar errors)——3C & A A V2 5% (A ek 1) 15 F 4542 30 A LA 5
o EEIRAT ST o L (proportion of mechanics errors)——3C Z H AT SCHEII A 15 (U 18] HE S ) H S

ERIZE
o I H Ui (proportion of style comments)——CE A H BLIHE AN IR . 1 B E S e B K BUT A
6] T R HR

o ZERJFIEFF43 4> (organization and development scores)——Xf W H R RAE R BB A. 2. SCRE
MR RG] T 1R

o NI EREREAS 24 ()2 il (features rewarding idiomatic phraseology)—— 1 &t b (it 42 o A 1E A48 FH 11
i .

ETS #EH ¥ ScoreltNow!/E4k GRE ESCHT 7 Wi 2 Ik 55 A% FH (1) 52 e-rater #AR[4]. {1 ScoreltNow!
VAT RetE ik ARS8 GRE 5 1E #1145 215 SR AL VP4 o FH P PEIG SRR 55 2 Ji5 T AR TS 9 oA
AT HLSS, I HoaT DAk Bl i 2 S X (Practice Option) i # 45 2% {456 (Test Experience) k52 fi% o

g, B PR BUNEISE (75 AN 8 H A (Issue A1 Argument £ = 30 2 565 N R H #EA T4 5] .
Al LLE A L E . B0, FTRL Issue AT Argument &-0e % — B, 9 R] DA R ER L Issue B E N RRAR
4% Argument. fES/EIFES, B A DABER ORAAESCOFR RS, UG B SR SR 58 ufE SC. %
WG, ARG NATTHHE B /N T8 8 H P REALER: 18 Issue MUAI—iE Argument #25 F P 3EAT BRI A4
We AR kA, &R 13 BN SCE ) 7 B DL SRR S st e 4% 1 AR TG T -
2185 — GRE M S /EH K20 . b4k, ScoreltNow! J 45 55 73 38 F3E 1F 4 M 1 B (Writer’s Analysis
Tools), 1% T H 4 IIEF FRAE AN SCF g DL S ST 4516 £ FE X SC R HEAT 7 b I A5t

i1T ScoreltNow!f# Fl #1725 GRE iR M [AIf) e-rater K475, FrLAxt T+ ScoreltNow! ¥4 ML i)
Sy MR AT DL ALAEST T e-rater 94347

2. fZRIiE)RR

AR B A1 2 DA e

(1) ScoreltNow! 4T 43 55 SRR 1R 0153 70 A 2 K251

(2) ScoreltNow! & 75 B % ] ST & S f P 25 2847 HERf 4 1«
(3) X EHNt ScoreltNow! 7345 22 K FAHi ;

(4) ScoreltNow! 35 73 #t T EL 45 Hi (1) [ A5 2 75 1HE R o

3. HisEEE

AW — 3k TR E 3 AL GRE S/EZUTA 1 47 1IEE% ] GRE WI2AEMMEC, 4 s 5&E S
id GRE 5255, i 14055 T ScoreltNow! T 45 t & H 1 Issue F1 Argument #%— @, H 5¢ 08 H 41
]

Issue #5 H K-

A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain
your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in
which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how those examples shape your posi-

tion.
Argument @ H A :

The following is a memorandum from the business manager of a television station.

“Over the past year, our late-night news program has devoted increased time to national news and less time to weather
and local news. During this time period, most of the complaints received from viewers were concerned with our station's
coverage of weather and local news. In addition, local businesses that used to advertise during our late-night news program
have just canceled their advertising contracts with us. Therefore, in order to attract more viewers to the program and to avoid
losing any further advertising revenues, we should restore the time devoted to weather and local news to its former level.”

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the

evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.
4. BR51HiL
4.1. ScoreltNowHHT 3 5 FREHRB B ZRES

M ScoreltNow! 5 H (1) 73 HOKRE (42 1), UM 1 AT 2 ScoreltNow! 73 #(F1 GRE 5575 5 1F 40 £ — 2
U 3 F12E4: 1 ScoreltNow! 1 GRE 5% S5 E /- MU % 05 43 M1 0.5 M4 28 T IEW G, At LAFRAT
ALV, WX 42 5515, ScoreltNow! A5 L HER 1 s i SIZ s 8 20 4

Table 1. Comparison between participants’ ScoreltNow! scores and GRE analytical writing section scores
%< 1. 5% ScoreltNow!#3 47 #1 GRE SLES{ES#xTLL

S5 ScoreltNow! /54 GRE L% 5E5 4L
w1 5 5
o 2 5 5
o 3 5.5 5
L 4 35

4.2. ScoreltNow! 27 HE B ¥ SLEE SEBR A A ik 1 T HE R FI| oy

WL, JATKI ScoreltNow! FFABE % £ X 3L & 1) N A AT HERR AN, 1X — &5 FET SCHE R
e-rater F4T 7 WU A2 —B(X EATHAISCE N EY, FERECH AR BRI, S en 2u%a
Uik 1, A7 BB R R RS,

TEWF IR — MR, (EF 3T TR 22 1) B0 119 Issue 1ESCHE] Argument @ H (125 #HE I
BAAE; 2) BT 1 1 Argument 75 SCCE] Issue 75 H ZBHE RS ME ST 3) XF222E 1 Issue /U
AT T

HIRATE O 1A Issue 7ESCE] Argument 25 RHEFE A2 /E S, ScoreltNow!Z5 i I4350Ch 5 4, 5
HOM 1 IE % $25C Issue 1ESCHIAE 9 — 8. B ZUM 1 /9 Argument 75 SCHE Issue 1788 FRAE R ASVE ST, FRATT
FIFEAREIT 54y, XM IEHIRAE Argument £S5 — 8. M, B “SOAME” , HEHTH
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Ui 1 [ Issue AT Argument B RSTESCIE S LTS, FTUANSRIS R T 5 o msr, A B8N S5 8 H AR
& AN 73

42 11 Issue fESCHE ScoreltNow! 1452 [ 4 4y, (B2 Z 58151 3 AL BUNE RS #4 1 M EE
—HOANIXGE Issue AREWEILE] 4 73K T o ARSCERCF A 1 Issue 1 S0 — BodtAT 40 #7:

What’s more, varied situations, such as cultural and resource distinction, restrict the application of the same curriculum.
It is possible that if a nation has wild territory and multi-ethnic people populated in, there might be considerable differences
in areas no matter on culture or geography. For instance, in southwest China, if soccer class become a national demand,
schools in that area will face a big problem for it is karst landform, hard to find large plains. In this case, schools taking as an
alternative the sport that is special for local people would be a better choice, not only solute the problem but flourish local
culture as well. Additionally, when the unify demand take most developed areas into account but hit the underdeveloped area,
it is also impossible for the school in the underdeveloped area to offer computer classes and meet the demand of uniform

curriculum.

X B AW i SO B3 058 ) 22 S A A9 HEAT (R RE O DR AR EL A HE o )5 3070 Tl R BRURAN FRL IR URAE Ay
117 ARAE X — W Ao ZEXT R BRUERMG] 7 HEAT LRAI , AR B T ke 3 S 8O B @ i, (HIX
— R A EIM . S35, IR R T —AEa e, A BRI AT . BRitbZ A, X
BEIFIRE b 2™ 5 14 1) fLAE T — S8 (1 5], 45140 For instance, in southwest China, ..., hard to find large
plains. In this case, ...but flourish local culture as well.” FTLL, EAR MHLES A FERE, X 3 EE ] L
479y, HRMRENEEREEHRSL, HRAELS] 4 732K,

4.3. SCEFHT ScoreltNow!¥ESY B % KB

1E e-rater 4173 M Tiabr, AFEPHRPREVES I FE A E A —. (HARZ Issue i&/2 Argument,
FATS I F RS 5K 1 A% S0 3 45 (organization) 1 SC# JE T (development). 7E Issue H, IX IR 45 5 H
31.16%7I1 29.63%; fE Argument H, IXFII0 &5 L 73l g 33.17%H1 28.31%. i) He & FR R AE P43 I B A L AH
SHMEIRZ, HERT 2%~8%A%[5]. CELEM T H AR N SCH R “1E15 6 FK (number of discourse
elements)” 1ELE . BTGB CRIEE e-rater 7E 40 BT 3C & 45 M I 24 S0 I I 2RI 40 R 51N A 2
(introductory material) . = & £ (thesis) . 4318 s (main ideas). 7 3% ¥ £ (supporting ideas) 1 3 % 45 18
(conclusion), LA JUIRRI NiEE G X T SCEEIF, e-rater [ 50ARHE & 1518 70 &K 1)K & (length
of discourse elements) [6]. AXEARI, FIIXFERITHEARE, NIRR L EHELWIER LERFME LENK
FEJLTFEERIE L. B ERIF ST G, BS LSS R &5 00 F RO T UK .

N T XX — RS HEAT IR, A T4 20 3 0 1ssue /E SCANZAZE 1 [ Argument {1 ST R IR R4 17 3,
LA H) ScoreltNow! FEAT 88 XI5y ARV RMRNT, FRATHBUM 3 Issue SCF ¥ 5 =A> (] Bl 4,
SCEMBUEBURE N 5 BOE N 4 B, N 546 TR/ F) 419, YREE S SCE ScoreltNow! 45 H ) 4 45 e R B2
RIS 78R T 44y FRATOK 24 1 Argument 1 SCEE Z BEIRIEE 0 RS, 040 i RG G 380 64w [A) B
JETH, DAINBYE K . PR IS0 RO 401 B9 0E) 580, ScoreltNow!#h H 4 $ b R HE AT 4 4
BRNT 55

B AT DU Y, OB KRR S 2 W35 52 ScoreltNow! i J& % SCE I 47

4.4, ScoreltNowMEE DT T RGN R IREE EH
ScoreltNow! 25 H 1 [ it =5 B FE X T 2% /ME 5 BRI WiE v, RS A g R I msal (& 1),
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AN I, R B SeARiE . Eunn, i Transitional Words and Phrases (4217 flid4), 2
Sz ScoreltNow! R A1) H i S & Hh BT FH 21 1) BT A 3 B 1R A 4H. (1) 2) o AT 58 A8 ELER ) 1 42 ScoreltNow!
Z X S bRl R e . AR LA 2.

Writer’s Analysis Tools

Missing Comma
o ) First of all, schools should provide all students with the core
Il\)/luls(s:ltllll‘itfolﬁal curricula, and these can pave the way for the students’ further
study no matter which field they chose in the universities.
Missing Question Mark Classes such as language and math, which is fundamental for
Spelling almost every field should be classified to core units for they will

cultivate students’ writing, listening, speaking skills, especially

Style
Repetition of Words

logic skills. Such skills are significant for them to express
themselves properly and systematically in academic

Organization & development. What’s more, only taught in the unified language

Development can the students communicate with each other fluently without

Conclusion misunderstanding. For example, India has a lot of dialects which
Main Ideas are pervasively spoken even more than the official language.
Some students can only speak dialects at home, no official

Supporting Ideas language practising, so unified language teaching wipes out the

Thesis Statement barriers and differences in communication in the complicated
environment.

Topic Relationship and
Technical Quality

Transitional Words and
Phrases

Missing Comma
o ) First of all, schools should provide all students with the core
Il\,\./lulgzltﬁitiﬂal curricula, and these can pave the way for the students’ further
study no matter which field they chose in the universities.
Missing Question Mark Classes such as language and math, which is fundamental for
Spelling almost every field should be classified to core units for they will
Style cultivate students’ writing, listening, speaking skills, especially
logic skills. Such skills are significant for them to express
Repetition of Words themselves properly and systematically in academic
Organization & development. What’s more, only taught in the unified language

Development can the students communicate with each other fluently without

Conclusion misunderstanding. For example, India has a lot of dialects which
Main Ideas are pervasively spoken even more than the official language.
Some students can only speak dialects at home, no official
Supporting Ideas language practising, so unified language teaching wipes out the
Thesis Statement barriers and differences in communication in the complicated

. . . environment.
Topic Relationship and

Technical Quality

Transitional Words and
Phrases

Figure 1. A sample of ScoreltNow! feedback page
[& 1. ScoreltNow! jz im#$3X

DOI: 10.12677/0etpr.2020.23013 145 [ Zh B R O 5 AT


https://doi.org/10.12677/oetpr.2020.23013

FEER, VoA

Transitional Words and

Phrases

Hower, , when the basic skill is guaranteed, classes that help
students to show their personalities is optional instead of applied
to all. There are different thoughts between students for while
some of them take an interest in piano, some others in violin,so

in this situation, it is not possible to offer all the student the same
curriculum on their interest,But if the school forced students to
learn as much as they can, for example. both piano and violin,
there is so much burden, and it will limit the professionalization on
interest. In the modern world, with all its complexity, personalized
classes are essential if diversity is to be made so the curriculum

should not be the same.

What’s more, varied situations, such as cultural and resource
distinction, restrict the application of the same curriculum. It is
possible that if a nation has wild territory and multi-ethnic people
populated in, there might be considerable differences in areas no
matter on culturer or geography. For instance, in southwest China,
if soccer class become a national demand, schools 'in that area
will face a big problem for it is karst landform, hard to find large
plains. In this case, schools taking as an alternative the sport
that is special for local people would be a better choice, not only

Figure 2. Transitional words and phrases given in ScoreltNow! feedback

[& 2. ScoreltNow! % {5 %t T 1R AR

Table 2. Accuracy of ScoreltNow! feedback based on the 8 essays from study participants
& 2. B5MRM 8 BXE ScoreltNow! & IR

ISRV€ NRed R HER =
Grammar 8 4 4 50%
Usage 20 14 6 70%
Mechanics 21 10 11 47.6%
Style 16 16 0 100%
Organization and Development
Conclusion 8 6 2 75%
Introductory Material 5 4 1 80%
Main Ideas 20 20 0 100%
Supporting Ideas 20 20 0 100%
Thesis Statement 7 4 3 57.1%
Transitional Words and Phrases 243 227 16 93.4%
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I3 Hr ScoreltNow!h 4 f SC 245 I S it FRATTAR I ScoreltNow! % 3C & AR G HERf B AN i 7E
FATVHT I AN 2, Bk (grammar), 47 3CREYE (mechanics) FlEL 8 55 (thesis statement) fric i HERf & R
H 50%7c A7, HAAT SCTE R IEfR 2B A F] 50%. A SCAEETEN, X EFRFR ScoreltNow! R 5l AN HEff 1)
JR R 32 BRI S S S AR AL, ASRENS 58 4k M — 2 [ 2 R SR VE I 4 9140, “If this is the
case, the local farmers are not making excessive profits and regulating retail milk price would be unnecessary.”
ScoreltNow!#57E: “retail milk price” #/bjekin], (Hi2 NEEAIRE, X BIFA T ZBSMINE I o

ScoreltNow! 7£ 3 {7 (style) . 7318 s (main ideas)F1 37 500 i (supporting ideas) =3 _E- it 1K 51 4 s 54 5
T 100%; %A Alia 4 (transitional words and phrases) FI#ERG R R, EF] T 93.4%. (H2 T EEEM
&, I IrHT ScoreltNow! ¥ S iit,  FRATT A I DY T At 22 A v 1) J R 2 — R I T LI B o alionl - B,
FESCRIX — TR, bR S 2 k2 R FLn], 13X — SO T ScoreltNow! Rt 70 i #/E . ik, 1E
PRI EEFE R AR ZHIN,  ScoreltNow! 75 X 1) st /2 #2155 22 G 1F Rk FEAH X 82 1R 2 42 17 (however, but, when
EENTE], FrLLIERRWLE . B —J7TH, ScoreltNow! f{IkRic T/ Hlbk. Ebin ScoreltNow! 23t filf
[ B EE — A1V E N R, BT BRI 8 AN N AR N SRR IR 5. ScoreltNow! [RIX Mzt 78 2 2 1
LT RERS B HERS, RN 2 805 AR R SO M LU e . — IR 4~5 Bk, Hh s —BoaIk, &5
—BONES R, TR 2~3 MRV N TRBL EERED, 2R CEWBEGRE A A, SR
BN . (B — B XX ER S ScoreltNow! TR 45K, X R AIFRIC G 26 iR . Ebin,
ScoreltNow! £ C 5 [ 8¢ Ji — BelhRic A 45 BEIE « 9 1 AR ScoreltNow! & 75 RE % R 1R 31 H & fi —
BOEK R NGB, AR ZUM 2 (1) 1ssue SC & Ml sibh BB R AS . IXI, SR ARG —BCSERR B —4
FARE, {HZ ScoreltNowlid je ¥ i J5 — B bR ic N 45 B . 734k, ScoreltNow! X T i i il (AR th A A 2
HERI . 24TT BRI T “as far as | am concerned” 53 R A IR IARS,  ScoreltNow! BE W% HEH
W B0 B IR A SR B R4, ScoreltNow! Tk &6 2. tLln,  “In the argument, the
author concludes that the television station should restore the time devoted to weather and local news to its for-
mer level. While the conclusion might seem reasonable, the argument is based on a series of unsubstantiated as-
sumptions. In order to better evaluate the argument, the author needs to provide us with more evidence.” X &
argument 7ESCHIFFSLEE . ScoreltNow! 41X — 3 By (1] (N A B An i A S W i, BRI UERI .

Bribz oh, ABFRERI, LEFG AN ScoreltNow! JE XA Aric. B0, “In this case, few
complain cannot lead the conclusion that majority of them are happy with the change.” 7EiX —%]if
ScoreltNow! fi H 1 6 = e 18] () 1) @, AHR AR A 7 S itk IR . FEEdn,  “Classes such as
language and math, which is fundamental for almost every field....” X&) F1 fiE L4 1% ScoreltNow! tH K fig
WK .

5. &

I TE I, ScoreltNow! 25 H ¥ 73 H0FH 52 25045 B I S A 73 Bk A — 5. {H2 ScoreltNow! ¥F-4y
Jea 25 I AR HER . A SCYEFIE MK 32 22 T ScoreltNow! SUFANSHERI I E , BllniEik, 473
FTESE, FEVE I BT S AE AR, B DR BEA G =y, A 20 i fa o B b ) Ko 22 .

WHFEIE R I ScoreltNow! = X S & K135 5 AT VRO, Joi2nd SCE I N 25 AT HERA T, I BLVE o
T FERKERMRA. Hie B RBEESCRRBERIE AW, HHRE# sk iR, s NS IR
o], A)FZ A KmEHE ISR, e-rater tHREHZHT H =157

HEERERE, SEhr%Y Bl TIEA NEUF B ESGEAT RSy, BRI A A KA R 5 584 58
HIE R s, WA E X R, e-rater 458K AT UIEAT 4 5 1R 16 3037 40 1 TAE
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6. FR

AR T REA KRB /b, Issue F1 Argument SCEECE S 4 i, JFH R &S 5300
T BAh, JUMZ 5, BR TR 1 28 SN EENAKR, BTl IRE AT T ScoreltNow!
TR BB EE ARG eSS B ER . FlRikZ 25~35 X — X [EHCE, 1M 2.5~35
o7& E %A GRE S AR i WK e[ 7]

7. NHFHET

I T H L% GRE BEHU A A — 13 TR o GRE B HUNAE Hr (it FE rpal BUIE =4
PREAZESRITE 5 RIA M EENE . KB IIE S RIE, EERIRESRIE LMEmTE, R ERRES
HiR o WA DU A AR PRAIEAE SO ATIR T, & IR SCE EARBOERIR IR, i5h, X AR
e, BOm AT DU 2 kb 78— LA [ e P A AR JE ] . IXLeHn] L — @ R L B2 A e-rater PF
Iy IR — L%

MR, BRTIESARIEZ AN, #UTROZE E GRE EXXM 5L, # A HIES %, e
YRR, AR E GRE Bl F UG =7, S RENSAE [ 2 5 (% 3] AL BT

SE K
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