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Abstract

The largest population globally is in China, and English course is compulsory in primary schools
and secondary schools in China. Chinese students take massive tests during secondary education
(six years) and university (four years undergraduate). Furthermore, English is a compulsory sub-
ject counting for the most significant weights in both Senior High School Entrance Exam (SHSEE)
(or Zhong Kao) and National College Entrance Exam (NCEE) (or Gao Kao) in China, both of which
are placement tests to arrange students into different senior high schools (SHSEE), or universities
(NCEE). According to the levels of their academic performance in SHSEE, students are then
grouped into different senior high schools with different educational resources. Backwash influ-
ences the English Language Teaching (ELT) in China from primary schools to tertiary schools. In
primary schools, backwash influences students and teachers in a positive way. The assessment in
primary schools is less significant and more practical than the tests in middle schools and colleges.
Students tend to enjoy English courses and master the knowledge and skills they are expected to
learn because of the tests. English teachers also have more freedom and creativity to develop their
classroom activities. Besides, teachers can know what students have learned during the ELT based
on the test results. Nevertheless, backwash effect has negative impacts on the ELT in junior and
senior high schools due to the forms of SHSEE and NCEE. ELT in junior high school imposes too
much attention on vocabulary, grammar and reading because of backwash. Students in senior high
schools are negatively influenced by the backwash from NMET in NCEE. They almost receive no
training in English speaking skills. They only obtain little training in writing since writing counts
for a small part of MET, and the genres in MET are only argumentative or narrative, which are the
only two genres they are taught in English classes. On the other hand, they have paid too much at-
tention to vocabulary, grammar and reading comprehension. Besides, ELT in the universities of
China is also highly limited because of backwash. Students, teachers, and curriculum designers
and managers are constrained both in secondary and tertiary education because of backwash.
Therefore, educational administrations, curriculum designers, teachers, and students are strongly
suggested to pay less attention to the English tests within SHSEE and NCEE. They are supposed to
focus on the English competence of mutual communication. Besides, colleges and the society
should impose less emphasis on the English test results in NCEE and pay more attention to how
students use English in mutual conversations and other authentic situations. In tertiary education,
CET and other tests should not be the only main focus of ELT. Alternatively, the tests in tertiary
education can be diverse, and different tests are suggested to target different competence of Eng-
lish skills such as EAP, or communicational English, or English for Business.
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