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Abstract

This paper conducts a quantitative and qualitative study on the vocabulary used in 27 IELTS writing
Task 2 essays. Using corpus analysis tools, it examines the relationship between lexical richness in
the introductory paragraphs and the overall essays, and how this correlates with the “Lexical Re-
source” scores in IELTS writing. By comparing the introductory sections of essays across three dif-
ferent topics and various score bands, the study analyzes vocabulary usage patterns and their im-
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pact on scoring. Finally, it offers suggestions for future IELTS writing preparation and teaching.
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1. 3]

D EAE R VAL AR TS BHE # AR IGE G I B G 7, HAT bR &g, o “3
ICFEE” (Lexical Resource, LR) 2 fiif &5 4 18 & i th i E AL D4 2 — o B 7P AndE B 1 iRC 2
FEPEXT TIRICE A M B . SR, TESEPR#F 585, X — i S brdE AL oy nr g, mill &
MRS, PR T A L R TG P Pkik . 3t A M DG 38 T 7 I & 5 5 1R i & 1 5% & DA A
T I 57 o (BN SCEE R R SRR 2, B B IR AV AR AR G T A2 ) LR JF 2 I IR AN 2

AHIEFE A — TUE L B0 Th RS2 TH 00 H H (S VR SCARNFEAR, BIEIR AR AR 7 £ BUE LS 1 Task
2 EHCEEE EMEAER, aHERE T RSN E R E, S AREE &S
A SCAE TR FRAY 25 B S Mg b (A AE R AT R EE o 3BT FE 4598 0 L S A et R A SR HE, 98
W BRI 2R L.

2. AIRER
2.1. TSR

HE R W R SR 2 LS A Task 2 VR AnESL 7 M0, &R RN &5 S, Wil
B ISP, S B BARERA R Ko, T RETCEE E(LR) M HiR, 8 B
BARRBN “Redi. RISHATRFEE AL, RIEMERER” , 7 0B08 “fEH 2 riaE, JEH—
SERIEVE RERRTE Y, 6 BN AR EMEIENE Y, 5 BN “AE FRETE A R, H Bk B ) B
IREDR” [1]. A “FFZ7 2“2 2] “HGIR” a7 MR REE, BIHEIE 2R,

2.2. L EHL

Laufer & Nation I\ Ky, C3=F AT DAMNIEC R EIE . C 28 B . 3a)V & 2% B ANl YE ARk 5 PO A 4
FEHEATINEL[2] . Read $& H a0 3= & B B RCEE 28 B0 21y A0 A 8 L TRV S A B L Y P AR iR 2R
[3]. WHRSHIBAHG 1 iRIC A2 4k B (lexical variation, LV). 11 % FE (lexical density, LD)F1iaJ & 44 FE (lexical
sophistication, LS) I & 532, NAEE HILARTC . SESCR S AR R 7L SCH A 5 S B R o
3. ARFE
3.1. BIEESH

A AE 5B RT7 AR ITNI0 H ——HE R D RIR T E T, 28 NGOy H R HEBSRRAIN, S
I SV E R T A SRS R, #TRES BN AR SEREE, MSEHN, SN BELEm 3

][l
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Fe AN AL S A Task 2 8655, il vkt 4200 MBEfRY . SO g = A 1 A0 S0 Bk 5

VMREATHEBI T 73, 45 SRR 2> BLRAT 55 IR ML

DU I JEE 1) 7 K o
3.2. BIFEER

TSR . AT AR 2 R R AET

BRI T = ANAFEEB T LR 28E 6 70, 740 8 /K PIICE S 358, L 27T F. CHEE
I P35 B BT 25 5 UM A1 A B 0 B ARVE U AR [4] . T SCEAZIRALEAM 2 BN ALL B1. CL £ 11, A2 3
12, A3 2113 FREEEEAT 55, 0 T 1 o AT A S DL i o #r . LIS 1
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Figure 1. 27 articles numbers with different topics and scores
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MR A EARSSFIREAR, A SCR A E &5 7€ PERT ST

g AN
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JEZ BRI B R RN S AR R AT

(1) AR

AR BEE R H “ SRAFIE AT L (typeftoken ratio), I FRIZ IR EL(TTR)” SKit-5. TEAFRALT-HATTH
WL A7, RN —AGHE, SRERNE SRR — R AT . 0T, BRI
AT RAEICHE— AN K55 [5]. TTR B, 1AL & B il .

Laufer & Nation #& i 715 A Xl R [2]:

LV = numbers of types * 100%/numbers of tokens

XAV ARAE , BT WordSmith TR T8, K BT E SCE A A2l SO (plain text), R HE
WordSmith (A ARFI R AR . SCAKT L EE DI REXTFEA T E B TTR 23 TTR #EAT &AL IEAL: 05T
BB SCRIEEE TS LR 20 AH O

(2) A

) P AR SR T SR 1 T, St EEARE A A S AR AR R, A
HAN[3]:

LD = total number of lexcial words/total number of words in the composition

EEINA, ERERECSEBE T, 8158 (topic words) 51T 4517 (task words) P 28 Skt 7], 4T
55 1R] B AE U AN 875 T B RO AN 8 A R e S E 2R, inii 3 “agree or disagree” &R,
HNFRIESHEEH, P “advantage and disadvantage” {305, A A2 A BRSPS H o 11145 ]
WO, AN E RIE R RAE 3 AN Ah, EE VRIS HAZ O E L, R B AR
fil R ) SEBR N, T SE S MR AT P bt b SR AR 25 B B o PR A IR e AN T S0 Bk
S SCUR BB, TR B TSR 0 1)V = R 7 A SE R S R ) 5 4 SCRE H A3 R VAR R B 1) 3R IE R 5
A B AV BEAT BUYE AT, R AN [F A R AN R B Sem e, A VA AN R 2 A

(3) HCE A

WNEE RS, MR R, 38 I SRAG B2 5138 SO Ao AR T sl ZaiE i o L, 155007 3O8(3]:

LS = number of sophisticated word families/total number of word families

S AR R, A SO A 50 IR EUAR 2 B 2 BOh 1 LR i i ik . IRIAS TR U0t 42
NZERHRREIN, FOMREAR SO, KES/HE SO Io W e A B vk, R ]V 2 26 A
PN LY BE R P 1

4. REES L
41 FRSBBIACEEE

B, MAESEBAT S, IS WordSmith HHRHEPRR FRE, R 5 HOB A 1 BRI AR (A
AR, A 1.

Table 1. Comparison of average TTR between the first paragraph and the entire article among three score ranges
= L3N BB EE RMEICTHRIREE

LR 73 #Bt Bk 5 TTR Bk ) TTR
6 4 HE 81.29% 4 53.27%
745 HE 82.96% 4 53.83%
87 HE 87.90% A 57.73%
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FHa[ WL, LR A 6 4 ) TTR Uik, BEIBAERRCER 7 “E%” BEA%EE, LR A
8 I TTR Wl &, B4R “Revits. RyEHUE A F & il ” o shah, fESCE B TTR Hufl
543 TTR R IEL, HE LR /332 IEAEDC, R B SCh HA B g pialVC 3% FE X o & LR
SEHE T oI . B TTR I s, 5 LR BT 5, R BN B IVE AN /N
[, ghA OB 2Eh e RN, SOt HBLEE B SHE BEN R EIRZ] . X EARED R B2 5 KA
A ZE[6] PRI S S — B MR RN R B8 H R ER, S ERREE— R B AR5
Wi, 55— Bl 3 PR EAT IR AR, S KKIEFASIET LR 42040, MM AR SR 4.
42. FENEBIACEZE

FRiiCEsh, EH 2R R Rem SERRIRICEE R, ARSI ARE.. SIERIGLRL
b H 5 X B R, A SO E U il 5 T BORTC S B AR B AR 2] R, B SO PR S 4 2K,
WEAFTE G T, /5B Bl AR BE A A SO AR B, B85 TTR Lef, “Fak. Py
K&, L 2,

text file| tokens used for| types (distinct type/token] mean wordsentences, mean (in

word list words) ratio (TTR) length (in words)

characters)
Overall 419 183  43.68% 5.06 25 16.76
A1-4E 200 1 Br-LR6-5 {1 5147 5.5.txt 36 33  91.67% 5.17 2 18.00
B1-fk 2 AR5 1y EE-LR6-5 1] 5147 6.4xt 53 42  79.25% 5.11 3 1767
C1-#k 224 77 BE-LR6-5 {1 51 /76.5.1xt 56 44  78.57% 4.43 3 1867
DA-#E 28 1 B-LR7-51E £ 42 39 92.86% 5.64 3 14.00
E1-tE 2B 00 B-LR7-5E A 49 41 83.67% 5.47 4 1225
FA-tE 2B 50 1 B-LR7-5 5007 txt 58 49 84.48% 4.90 3 19.33
G1-4k 2 E 35 1 BE-LR8-5 5.4 7.5.txt 40 36 90.00% 4.93 2 20.00
HA-4E 227550 77 Be-LR8-H5 {1 51478 txt 49 41 8367% 4.92 2 2450
M-k 2374 55 7 Be-LR8-5 {1 5173 7 txt 36 35 97.22% 5.28 3 12.00
text file] tokens used for| types (distinct| type/token| mean word|sentences mean (in
word list words) ratio (TTR) length (in words)

characters)
Overall 515 229 44.47% 4.96 24 2146
A2-A B {47 1 Et-LR6-5 {F 51716 ixt 65 49  75.38% 4.74 2 3250
B2-M Hi i ¢ EE-LR6-"5 {1 51 /r6.txt 54 48 88.89% 4.54 2 27.00
C2- I i 084 17 BE-LR6-"5 {1 51 /76.txt 62 51 82.26% 4.74 3 2067
D2- B {47 17 FE-LR7-"5 { £1.76.5.4xt 55 46 83.64% 5.04 3 1833
E2- I 55 (34 17 BE-LR7-"5 5. 76.5.4xt 44 38 86.36% 4.82 2 2200
F2-A S5 (147 17 B-LR7-5 1 £1476.5.txt 67 56  83.58% 5.18 3 2233
G2-MEL {4 17 B-LR8-5 {1 51777 .5.txt 68 58 85.29% 5.46 4 17.00
H2- S B 47 27 Br-LR8-5 1} & /7 8.4xt 43 37 86.05% 5.00 2 2150
12-J K5 G54 7 BE-LR8-5 {1 54 /7 8.txt 57 53 92.98% 4.96 3 19.00
text file tokens used for types (distinct  type/token mean wordsentences mean (in
word list words) ratio (TTR) length (in words)

characters)
Overall 578 253 43.77% 5.37 25 2312
A3- LA AL P L -LRE-5 {1 51 /76.txt 85 59 69.41% 4.78 4 2125
B3- i {b {645 17 Bt-LR6- 5 {1 £1476.5.txt 60 46 76.67% 5.12 2 30.00
C3- b fL4 P17 FE-LR6-75 {1 £1./76.5.txt 48 43 89.58% 4.94 2 24.00
t P E-LR7-151):44776.5.4x¢t 68 46 67.65% 5.31 2 34.00
[FE-LR7-% 1 5146.5.txt 60 52 86.67% 5.55 3 20.00
EE-LR7-15{]:51/76.5.txt 72 56 77.78% 5.46 3 24.00
B4 17 Be-LR8-5 1 51437 .5.txt 51 47 92.16% 6.08 2 2550
H3- 30 A6 45 07 FE-LR8-"5 {]: 5445 7 xt 72 61 84.72% 5.60 4 18.00
13- LA AL 45 ¢y BE-LR8-15 {1 5177 7.5.txt 62 49 79.03% 5.71 3 2067

Figure 2. Vocabulary analysis and comparison of the first paragraphs on different themes
E 2. FEEECEE RIS
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S R = AR FEEFEY) TTR R, #aAiG . MRS G e B TTR 4051
N 86.82%-. 84.60%F1 80.41%. It AT W2 A= bt 2 AR G AL e R FE P A v, R WHAAT IS H o AR T
FRIFTE 2, T XS SCAAL Ge 2R AR AR ST AN R AR . EARARYE 8 H SRt P A B ARL ) 175 8L B % e Bl st i)
HEAT 8T o

(1) TTR 5 (4 2 A 68 R A LK 3

&

Write about the following topic:

The young people in the workforce are changing their jobs or career every few years.

What do you think are the reasons? Do you think the advantages outweigh the disadvantages?
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or
experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Figure 3. Sample task on social life
3. HEHETELAHT

2] K, FH rh oSG EUR 2> ). young people, change, jobs/career. #EA & 6 4> Bi
A ok S RR] R [F) X3k N youngster, young adult, young staff, switch, pursue; 7 3Bt et
6 R 1 7] R IE A (K 6 0 BEAM): try, position, choice; 8 43 B2 A5 o S b ik FUiR] ) [A) X Ik iE A (5
6. 7 77 Bt4h): workforce, optto/for, flexible role, shift, job-hopping.

(2) TTR AR SCAAL Ge il i ) B L1 4 (% B o8 F iR, 2k BILFE 2017, 2018, 2019 5%
).

Write about the following topic:

The restoration of old buildings in major cities in the world represents a significant expense
for governments. The money should be used in new housing and road development.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or
experience.
Write at least 250 words.

Figure 4. Real exam task on cultural tradition

4. THRGIEER

AT R I, L H SR A 43 )N : restoration, old/new buildings/housing, expense/money, govern-
ments, road development. 6 7Bt A= Xf B 1 A 1Y) [R] LKA : remain, maintain, restore, preserve,
historical, architecture, cost, spent, expenditure, update, construct, traffic infrastructure. 7 /3B 4%t %
S U] 1 [F) X FRIAIE A (% 6 40 BE4h): ancient, cultural heritage, accommodation, rebuild, sustain, age
and outgrow, budget, invest, modern development. 8 4B Ak Xt S 1 MR (1 ] LR IKIEH (% 6+ 7 &
Bt4h): repair, amenities, monuments, financial, funds, renovation, facilities.

MANFE LR 73 BB il i) 6 LT, AR BeB AR R 1~2 AN ia] A2 15 B H b AT )
FAPRIAT ST B e, AR 38 et il o Al AR TS ASB)IE ST R, AX o S0 ]V AR, Rl
HERWM, BEEE/N: W& BINE AR R E iR 2 A, TR R, RGNS,
BN, 6 4B RS HRAET BIEAEIE T B, 11 7 A1 8 4> Bt % A4 RE i B 5218, F2“young people”
A1 “change” #b, ILRER G “job” BATEZ LM E . BLAh, im 70 B =8 A ) i 2R AR ) BE O,
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FEEAERT BT S /ML Re i 0 FOdh AT b SRS GMERE AT CIIfgRE, Wn 7 730 8 43 BUC 4% “road”
B4 “facilities” LA K J& T CEFR 71 C1 251 “amentities” , # “building” f## “cultural heritage” <
“accommodation” F1 “monuments” ; [N, & or BOAVC AR NE 20, B 1 1A ia] B st EHEKIEH
JBFAEC & B A, 0 “opt for, job-hopping” »

5. &g
5.1. i

I B B BF ORI, S B MR S AR BV U R e S P, ORI R R A
TEVFAMBRAE R W B RE ™ AERERSPHE, R ORI A 518 oL o B T RO AR . 2
I 6 0 BT A 07 R BRI, 250 5 1 0k 2 0 O 5 S B T
T 200 T 25 HE O U SARRNE4R  ERARAE 55 5 A 048 o R4 A O S3L,(ELOT HR ] 52
VBRI TS SRR T 25 AT . B RIL, 4 — 0 B0 S B SO B2 2
WL PR B SR TUE S (R .

GIL RTINS I RETT, B B ARV AT I I 5 S
ST ORI SIS AT A A R B A, 31 SRR S, R R S b
RANCHSIAOREFT . IR, #OTT ) WordSmith, AntConc % bk TLEXT S M SCHEATR R L 2k i
e FUBEAT AT, FEBHON O RIS A (I L 038 T E, SR MR YR B BB 2 2,
HUREFLIERICE] DA 31 8RB

5.2. RbRME

TTR AR 5t 32 SCRE A R UM, B SCEE R W AR K, AR 38 Xk Dl e ) 458 R ] (10 o Pt it =2,
TTR LGSR EFEAG, BRI SERTRITEAT L] 0 AT 5 B2 2 BRAR . BRI 90 T R T S 5 A S vy Bk AT
N, FEMREOE, HFEARTE SRR 2R, DI T BOR 2 W SO FU I A it — B2 AR

B oW

B, EHT AR T I bR UE KIWBUL T O R v 0T T R LA e fR B8 0T 20 o7 8 i e 34T PR HE R )
JERIRTHIMIINI H VLR 2 ik, SRt VAR SC L il o RIS th JRR g i A PR A R i 2 I R RN B B 58
e ANID REN S YO = o

SE
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