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Abstract

This study investigates the newly introduced “Read in Daily Life” question type in the reformed
TOEFL iBT exam. Based on an analysis of 16 texts and 40 sample questions, and employing theoret-
ical frameworks including Bloom’s Taxonomy and the CEFR proficiency levels, this research pro-
vides a systematic examination of the question type’s fundamental characteristics, design princi-
ples, difficulty differentiation, and assessment objectives. An exploratory study was further con-
ducted using five simulated test cases completed by instructors. The findings reveal that this ques-
tion type encompasses short non-academic texts, including emails, notices, menus, text messages,
and social media posts, focusing on assessing students’ ability to decode information from non-lin-
ear text formats. This includes comprehending the contextual meaning of informal language, mak-
ing reasonable inferences based on text features, and filtering key information. Based on the anal-
ysis, this paper proposes a tiered teaching framework aligned with CEFR levels and text-type-spe-
cific teaching strategies, providing teachers with a systematic teaching plan for future instruction
of this type of question. Furthermore, it offers constructive recommendations for future question
type development in areas such as text type expansion, cognitive dimension deepening, cultural di-
mension optimization, and topic scenario supplementation.
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Figure 1. Communicative functions in the “Read in Daily Life” official specimen paper
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Figure 2. Taxonomy of contextual scenarios in the “Read in Daily Life” official specimen paper
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Figure 3. Distribution of item types in the “Read in Daily Life” official specimen paper
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Figure 4. Proportional distribution of CEFR levels in the “Read in Daily Life” official specimen paper
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Table 1. Correspondence of cognitive process characteristics with difficulty level, cognitive operations, and average response
time in “Read in Daily Life”
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Table 2. A Comparative analysis of five TPO mock test cases: Overall accuracy, “Read in Daily Life” accuracy, navigation
paths, and performance outcomes

72 2.5 N TPO # &R RS EMZE, Read in Daily Life ERIZ, PiEHEUR RS
Module 1 Read in Daily Life

Module 2 Module 2 Read in Daily Life %

RS wEmw  Emmen) | BHEAH RE  BEWE  EREM) &4
Case 1 63.64% 5/5 (100%) Lower Level CW(10)+RDL(5) 100% 5/5 (100%) 4.0
Case 2 70.37% 5/7 (71.43%)" Upper Level CW(10) + AP(5) 100% N/A 5.0
Case 3 70.00% 4/5 (80%) Upper Level CW(10)+ AP(5) 60% N/A 4.0
Case 4 65.00% 3/5 (60%) Lower Level CW(10) +RDL(5) 53.33% 3/5 (60%) 3.0
Case 5 40.00% 2/5 (40%) Lower Level CW(10) + RDL(5) 86.67% 4/5 (80%) 35
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