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Abstract
This study focuses on the “Build a Sentence” task, a new question type introduced for the 2026 TOEFL
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exam. Based on official sample questions, the paper investigates its design logic, testing principles, and
linguistic theoretical foundations. It is argued that this task assesses test-takers’ syntactic and pragmatic
competence through word order reconstruction, aligning with the authenticity principle of communica-
tive language testing. Integrating perspectives from Generative Grammar and Cognitive Grammar, the
study analyzes the core grammatical points involved and the sources of learners’ typical errors. Conse-
quently, a tiered teaching framework along with proactive training strategies is proposed. The findings
offer valuable insights for language assessment validation and pedagogical practice.
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1. 5|18

B 1 S MR R AL A S M 515 AR RE I A, TR S R AY H 25 52 )
K. 2026 EEVEHEH FCAE S T “Build a Sentence” R, TR AT LI (1)) 15 B A
W EHHA AR SE AT, [FIR B SRS SIE R R . RSB SS A A E, IRAFIT IS
AU BRI SE R RS, IR 2 Pk S R SR
2. BRISH
2.1. EEER

B TR AR U R In the Build a Sentence task, test takers see one intact sentence followed by

another sentence with words or phrases in the wrong order. The two sentences form an exchange between speakers.

Test takers move the words and phrases to form a grammatical sentence that is an appropriate reply in the context.

This task measures the test taker’s command of sentence structures, a skill that is essential for communication [1].

KNS, 2AE5EW HWaTRa R, £ aiaAREES, BTk w8, #TFEs A4+

ANATE P AT AL, 252 AR EEANE SORN, DG 7 S BR 7, TERAT & et e se 8 a) 7.
BT 4 RRE R an R (LA 1)

Make an appropriate sentence.

i% What was the highlight of your trip?

were the was oldcity showedusaround who tour guides

2

The

fantastic.

Figure 1. Official sample question
B 1. BRI
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R 3 BT A 235
1) EHE = WA, BRI BT A A A TS L

4: I'm looking forward to the concert this weekend.

does / what / time / it / start

Z#% % What / time / does/ it /start

2) AR < WAE, VRS 2R 0 EIE /R TEARAE

4. What was the highlight of your trip?

The fantastic.

were /the / was / old city / showed us around / who / tour guides
ZH% % tour guides / who / showed us around / the / old city / were

2.2. MBS IEEREN

12 R BT T B v P R U AT ) g R SR U, AR A X B ) R P A A A R
H12]-[4]. R Z R MEH, ZREAEXMRRIET . GEREF. NS, BeERfEHE2
FH M EE,

B RN SR AE T
o ANLIRA: BEAEUSERRSIAIE S XANEESS], EEE BB
o EVRAEN: WA FIBESEN . SNAMEIE. MR EIE LR
o PRI R ORI T 8 R SOREAE
o EXEIM: BAEFMNATEIBCGEN. fFE LT ZHE.
3. MiZ[RE
3.1. BEARAYE

“Build a Sentence” &AL I L W PEIEVE S M A2 BGRE 70, B R 1 8 B R (content validity) [5][6] .
AR R SRR, REZODIESHRE, BTGS2, FEaEAI S A riE S HERE T .
3.2. XBREEHEIBESRE

1 H% Bachman 1 Palmer )32 FR1E 5 B8 /A2 Y (Communicative Language Ability), 1% 5 M N 5 o
SR SEZEABESS]. EERIAMN E ZE Z MR REVRGE S, 1 B XU R3S AR B s
ANE R N IE S PR ER[5][6], BRI, 1% 58 4% 8] i I 2 25 2 i 2H 21 RE D (EVE S 0 =) FE FH BE
(BTG
33. ERBRESMIAER

BT Ellis FMESSANE SRS, HIOES W MR SCETT A F, 2SR sSE S
MR, AT 55 E s 5 0 (task authenticity) [2] [4]
4. BESFHELTIE
4.1. £RREZEER

A REE IR (Chomsky ) AN, 15 5 BE TR T N R IANEIZENLS], Forp B AR Bk — 203
H “BIFMerge)” #E, HLUERAFHENCHA MR, ZERBIEIES NNEMIRRS, AT Hid
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T EVERU AR 2] [7]. 1AL RNEH S, BN A A AV R .
LA Ry 451
What was the highlight of your trip?

The fantastic.

were /the / was / old city / showed us around / who / tour guides

T R 3 BT A -

« FA)JFETE “The tour guides were fantastic.” , IR EIEMNAIKRAN AU “tour guides” ;

« EEMNAIA “who showed us around the old city” 1&1fi “tour guides” , {BEFN: KHERMNGH + HiE
+ EIE + MG

o FH)FIER “were” , KiBse “fantastic” ;

« SERLA)TIERAIET /& : Tour guides / who / showed us around / the / old city / were fantastic;

o AEROER IR BORE A IR A) TR, B OR 36 0 1 EIE IS

A B R

s EEMENETFORMAI + HE + Kl + i)

« ERREM(EIE + Rabi + Kif);

* JyE)iE showed AL IE1E the old city.

4.2. INHHESFUA

54 BOEVE RS RIUWAIHRAEAN R, INFIEVEAR A A X ST A0E B AR BN (0 Af 5E, iZz diy fr)il
WMESEHE 7 55— 2 T IR S8 . N Langacker FIIAKINEEFIR LA SR B [4] [8], 1X T8 B S bt =
[F3E +who+ Zhidl + EifE + Rahid + RG], BEAEIENBMIFEERLSER. FAEET LEMES
] AT Re sk L) B,

The teacher who helped me was kind.

The guide who explained the museum was knowledgeable.

HAETFE “The tour guides” 1EAEE, i@ E1EMMA “who showed us around the old city” &
Wi, SR ERELHN “were fantastic” 5ERLH) T .

MAF 2115 (constructional learning)f B KA, 5 A A M G4 S8 7, MR KEmN A
T - B U4 (form-meaning pairings) K41 & 7] 5 & 15 WA«

« KHMIA who 5] F 2B MA), $RI5E1T 1A tour guides;

o EiEMNAJIHTE showed &L= 1E the old city;s

o EA)fEH R3] were 53R IE fantastic XK EHE T RERLEH .

M FHIE 5 (usage context) RN A K E, A@ERE T BRI ZIER:  “What was the highlight of your
trip?” , BEREFAMGEE TS, THAGZR@H . B4 FTEE TG EHEEH, R A& H tour
guides 7 A % old city, K IERfA)F#&: Tour guides/who / showed us around / the / old city / were fantastic.

XA EAGR ], B A AR IUR A A E TR R U K E R R AR, TR
B AR E R FFE bR I e B A 1.

5. FiRER SHXIEERR
5.1. EERRES

“Build a Sentence” U i ok W PEE VR 5 A AR R BE 77, A 1R M) P 25 K% (content validity). 1%/8

DOI: 10.12677/0etpr.2025.74020 171 [ Fh B R O 5T


https://doi.org/10.12677/oetpr.2025.74020

RURFE RSB TR 5, RER OIS BRE, MECTHIGCIZ, ERalEERE S AR m ).
o ENER SRS

PRfES R Ain] e SRRV R ORI D, bt

Woman: I spent a lot of time on this project.

Man: Are ?

a presentation give going to you

A, “give a presentation” S 254 T B E IR AL .

FEEEA:

Woman: Where are you headed?

Man: I'm

post office the going to

A, “going to the post office” A& %4 i B HE IR FETL
o IERIREHR G

PRGN FRNE) . SAREE. MRS, A& EEEE. .

Woman: What is your budget for your new phone?

Man: The one

cheap is am buying I

KA H 9 K AEhAE “is” A1 “am” , AT R b AN 1R WA RIS ISR, JFRERS
FNIEE 1 A “Tam buying” & HREMIZEAT1H “The one” , FHJHIIFIEH /A “is cheap” -
© R

SAE IR A AT VAR e, TSR AT RERBE I 00 3 VA D PR et

Woman: I wasn’t at the meeting this morning.

Man: I can tell you

what about it was
XA H A, 2 A T B AR R SE ) 1A 5| S A R B MRS 7 A Rk e HE Y A R
o T

MR A Taf R e B B SCET . M H S T 2 RIENCIESE, XEEH EE A EE NN
F, AT EAWE) TR e Y, R R (AR AR R 2 R . A

Woman: Where did you get those pouches?

Man: The gift shop

sell where went together it used to them we

R B R R, Rk S 2 A SR AR, IR RN R R S LRSS . A
i E X B 5 WAy, 7 RERAT IERHERE .

5.2. MXBEERLEH

MEITHEBEA LA TOEFL Essentials ()% @5k, Build a sentence @A % 2 W55 R ZE A A2
CEFR A1-Bl BJiEE S, WA SIENAITE 7 AR R A ITE 7 RREREE M AR . 8 15 A IE
Jra . BARH N

A7 B ) ) 2R 25 4

] 55 E A1)
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] LA 5 )
—FRCE ) ) (B 5 E Bt IR 1))
FRIRSE ) )
HRA) (AR BIEE
43 P )
— e A + i)
SETE A
HAWRR IR 457
WEhiEds
[ i 4 i
6. FHEEREFRSH
7f “Build a Sentence” 1E45 1, 221 ¥ I E AR E R AEANEF A MM ZE L, XBE M 7 RHETBK

s, WAEIR T IR SAEEIR S EMIN TR AN L o DX SR AT VAN, RDREA IR
FEIF

6.1. S NAIBFIEIR

XS B AR IR, W AR RSB IR ) L TA)E I0) ) S FE TR AN o S AR L 0 ) IR (3R 1 R
T MA], #iin: “She asked when could we present the results.” (4 “when we could present the results” );
“Do you know where can I find some cookbooks?” (>N “where I can find some cookbooks” ). X fhiRZE
2 ) R Re X 4y B 1) 6] 5 AR TE P 22 5, AR BRE AT 50 E B ZORAA 2 .

6.2. NBEGHISHEHRRTBIEIETR S

2F 2 E AL 5] SRl IR AL B A B BRI . 4100 : “I wonder it is better than whether the other one.”
(R4 “Iwonder whether it is better than the other one” );  “Did she tell you which you should get treatment?”
(BN “which treatment you should get” ). 31X %8 iz 156 B 2% ] 06 M A) 5] SR Dhag R, JLHAEA
WA, 1E SRR AR B RO 55 .

6.3. BIFESEENAMLERE
SRR T AN E IR IR R S, SECE A SR FIVES HTEA S . Hln:  “They

were in a drawer that had no opened one.” (R4 “that had not been opened” ); “He’s someone in the lab I
have worked with before.” (3 H 4R F LA “someone I have worked with in the lab before” ). IS {wi% 4
TN ) B ARG B AN AR E R AL B B = A e
6.4. ERBESZHBMNA TR

¢ ) AR B AR ST W [ TR A EE R, ORBEEARIN T, i “Did you try itin plugging?” (B
A “Did you try plugging it in?” ); “Do you know how many classes allowed to we are miss?” (BN “how
many classes we are allowed to miss” ). X L& R UG I 2 A2 X6 Bl ] JE AN ) 45 F oM AR [, i ik
FER IR IE T P AR A 9],
6.5. AL 5 RZEINEER?

A FERIRE TR EE D s S HE A A . 4541 : “1 don’t understand how formula this used is.”
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(R4 “how this formula is used” );  “The one is much bigger than this upstairs.” (M4 “The one upstairs is
much bigger than this” ); “He has been out of week since last the office.” (N A “out of the office since last

week” o IX SR S B H A 3] AR R B VAR A) F A TR I BUREAR S, BB SR R L
6.6. AHIIN T EmAY R

BAKRE, REHRW AR T =R EAARIRE: 55—, fREREX AL, REERE X o E
)5 NEIRIE RN s 55—, PO TR E , S0 SRk« [ FEHC A T RE 1k 2k i) B A4 AL Ab B
=, 1R - RRNEMUNAEEIRIAE, S 21 R T OB MR T ARG AN T, AT 3 AR M A
TELER IR AL .

LR LJiR, %3] (£ “Build a Sentence” {£:55 T 25 I IR AR IEEFIRA R IR Z R, R
T HAE AR BATA RN T IR E k. X — RGAGOEEAR O T IV AL RO S
X EEAEREIN THLH B0 FE SR 4L 1 SRR

7. FEBRERSH

BT XF 5 2] FAE “Build a Sentence” {155 H SR EE IR I VAGN, 1T DUR LB B OAT S AE T HE B 222E
FERNE T A5 G5 M4l N T2 (e 2 B A Bk ES . 126, TEREIN ) BiE MAJ st A SR B
Bz ln) A1) 55 ()2 1) A1) 2 B BB P 22 53, R BRIRTE P AE R R DR FFRIAE,  DURE G 27 A K (5 e it v
. B, EIiExF 2 “ She asked when could we present the results” 5 IEffZ T “when we could present
the results” , 5| A RIRRB T NAEIET LR RGMEZER .

Hk, XFEMmIES s NEREEE, NRIEAEERE IR TR, 2R X B 5%
O Z AN AKAE R & o B S5 Ak TR VE i AT F) figedfr, 22 AR v LB BB T4 “They were in a
drawer that had no opened one” J&45 2, 1M “that had not been opened” 7 ffF & Jiif (1) A)ykE . 1X—1)Il
A BOE 7 AR, TEBR 5 ) F R RS R AN R

IR, AE 2 ETE 450 5 [ E FE G ~J 4507 10T, 20 B AR BB g, @ s 5 I 2R,
PRAE 2 AN WA M N B AR 5 A, DRI T A7 A e sl “ & 3m] 98 i S U B 229 1T,
“Did you try it in plugging?” 5 “Did you try plugging it in?” FJ%} L 7] 55 Bl 22 A2 2 R 2B 1B R 5 D UE N
EYAL I .

T, NAE R HEE PR SR 55 B SR AR FE P . — 7T, RGBT HEF Pl &
R OB AL, WAEEE R A) . @B NEFIBEANTER, AP A SR ftis e i NAE RS S — D71, it
25 KA ()3 SR(a0ia] Fp B L TR 2 ] B S ) 3R T AR AR Sh A TR B v ) AR BRI AN L B4k
Ko WAk, JER G NTCINEN SRS 55 7R, Btk A i R A A AR AR T, BRI IR
IEWE R, MIAE B 155 KB AR 75 R AE

NARTT S, AR 205 50 S R R A R 1, e vk SR SS i A CRE 1R 77 . @
FERN R ESOIN TA TN EI I SR ) S -P 4, 22 2R e a0 SO AR B2 48 BIHE RRaT 7 1) 5 8,
FEFLSEAZ BRI R g HARE S .

8. &g

“Build a Sentence” R I i ) B AY G MOEAEE L WIC S TE H BT RE, A5G IARE B A
Wo XTI PRN TR, HAMN AR A AR AR /), EReR i TE BRI IR . BUE Mk
WP INGR AU SRR B, DRI A RIS S AL G MR Ty . AR T ATIE— D 52 R
ANFIREE T 5N B@E R S A F e, DA e FLAE TR 5 VP55 20 A i R A1
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