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Abstract

The hard clam (Meretrix meretrix) is a cornerstone bivalve species in Jiangsu Province’s marine
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aquaculture industry, playing a significant role in the development of the province’s marine econ-
omy. This paper systematically reviews the development trajectory of Jiangsu’s hard clam industry,
tracing its evolution from early-stage natural harvesting to an integrated industrial framework encom-
passing large-scale aquaculture, processing, brand marketing, and the integration of culture and tour-
ism. The study provides a detailed analysis of the current status of key links in the industrial chain,
including seed resources, aquaculture models, harvesting and processing technologies, sales channels,
brand development, and policy support. It identifies major challenges confronting the industry, such
as the decline of seed resources, reliance on traditional aquaculture methods, primary-level processing
technologies, and rising labor costs. Finally, this paper proposes pathways for transformation and up-
grading toward standardization, intelligent production, and high-value utilization by improving the
technological innovation system and extending the industrial value chain, thereby offering theoretical
references for achieving sustainable development of the hard clam industry in Jiangsu Province.
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Figure 1. Aquaculture production of marine shellfish and clams in Jiangsu Province, 2015~2024
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Figure 2. Master plan map of aquaculture waters and intertidal zones in Jiangsu Province
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Figure 3. Aquaculture area of marine shellfish and clams in Jiangsu Province, 2015~2024
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Figure 4. Price trend of hard clams (Meretrix meretrix) in Jiangsu Province, 2019~2025
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