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Abstract

The research question of this paper is: facing the risk of containment, the Second German Reich in
history achieved success by relying on Bismarck's original continental alliance policy in the early
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rise process. What factors shaped this successful foreign policy? Combining the overall framework
of neoclassical realism grand strategy, and based on the relevant theories of geopolitics, this paper
puts forward the theory of strategic sovereignty for the first time. The explanatory variables in-
clude: strategic autonomy under the profound influence of technological change and strategic re-
lations between major powers: strategic sovereignty (independent variable), leaders’ overall per-
ception of strategic autonomy: perception of sovereignty (mediating variable), and the state’s stra-
tegic choice: state foreign policy (dependent variable). Case verification of the Continental Union
policy based on the “Kissingen Oral Memorandum” (1877) through the process tracing method.
The relevant conclusion is that: the purpose of the Continental Alliance policy is to help the Second
German Reich to pursue strategic sovereignty, and its success is due to Bismarck’s clear under-
standing of Germany’s existing strategic sovereignty. This historical experience has great implica-
tions for China today.
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Table 1. The relationship between time sovereignty and space sovereignty
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Figure 1. Spatial spillovers of technological change
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Figure 3. Overall variables and explanation mechanisms
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