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Abstract

The diplomatic between the Song and Liao Dynasties played an important role in the history of
relations between the Song and Liao dynasties, and it was a model of peaceful and equal exchanges
between opposing regimes in Chinese history. From the perspective of the diplomatic system,
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ambassadors sent by both sides are generally divided into two categories: Regular Ambassador
and Interim Ambassador. Regular ambassador includes “Celebrate Spring Festival Ambassadors”
“Celebrate-Birthday Ambassadors” “Death Declaration Ambassador” “Return thanks Ambassadors”
etc., and the interim ambassador is a special envoy to discuss important affairs. From the perspec-
tive of ambassador route, influenced by the Khitan’s four-reason NaBo (Hunting, Hunting camp)
system and the types of emissary post of ambassador-to-Liao in the Song Dynasty, the places where
Liao masters received gifts were all over five capitals, so the route of the ambassadors in the Song
Dynasty was not fixed. In the process of the ambassador of the Song Dynasty going to the Liao Dy-
nasty, the envoys of the Song Dynasty recorded “detours”, probably due to mutual defense and
suspicion between song and Liao envoys, or other objective reasons.
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Table 1. The types of envoys in the Song and Liao Dynasties
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