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Abstract

The frontier problem has always been the main problem that the rulers of all countries pay atten-
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tion to. Tranquility in border areas is conducive to national stability and social and economic
prosperity and progress. But if there is a crisis in the frontier, the whole governing authority of the
country will be questioned. For example, the most typical case is the northwest frontier problem
in the late Qing Dynasty. In ancient China, the rulers attached great importance to the settlement
of border problems. Because the rulers knew very well how important the stability of the frontier
was to their rule. From the Qin Dynasty to the early Qing Dynasty, the rulers defended the ethnic
minorities in northern China. However, in the middle and late 19th century, with the invasion of
Western colonists, China’s border problems appeared a huge crisis. The northwest, South China,
southwest and other regions were invaded by Western colonists. And this stage especially the
northwest problem is the most difficult. At this time, the Qing government abandoned everything
and adopted Zuo Zongtang’s policy of “attaching equal importance to the land and the sea” to deal
with the northwest problem resolutely, which made the northwest region never leave the central
government during the 70-year reign of the late Qing Dynasty. Based on this situation, the concept
of great national unity implemented by the central government in the early Qing Dynasty and the
national identity of all ethnic groups were closely related.
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