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Abstract

“Yama” was originally a Brahmin belief in a primitive underworld deity, which was inherited from
the Buddhist view of hell. When “Yama” first arrived in China, it was often compared to the tradi-
tional folk belief in “Tai Shan Fu Jun”. From the Northern Dynasties to the Sui and Tang Dynasties,
the majestic and almost ruthless “Tai Shan Fu Jun” was replaced by the more vivid and humane
“Yan Luo Wang”, until it became the subordinates of “The King of Hell".
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