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Abstract

During the Spring and Autumn period, the Zhou dynasty declined and was unable to control the
mutual conquest and annexation of various vassal states. Political disorder increased, and class
and social conflicts intensified as never before. The application of iron cattle farming and the in-
crease in population brought about a rapid development of productivity and a reform of relations
of production, and the well-field system implemented by the Zhou dynasty gradually collapsed.
With the emergence of new relations of production and distribution, the emerging landlord class
rose, and disputes over the ownership and circulation of land and other means of production
surged. However, at that time, the aristocratic monopoly laws and written laws were still in a “se-
cret state”, unable to settle disputes, exacerbated the conflict. Therefore, the publication of written
laws was pushed onto the historical stage. The casting of penal documents in tripod in Zheng State
and the casting of penal tripod in Jin State were important events that published written laws in
ancient China, but both were fiercely criticized. Shu Xiang had sharp words for Yu Ding, who threw
a penalty to Zheng Guo. He believed that the casting penalty book, which changed the traditional
mode of social control, would cause people to fight among themselves and lead to social chaos and
judicial corruption. Confucius criticized the casting of the death tripod in Jin, arguing that the
casting of the death tripod broke the aristocratic monopoly on legal interpretation and brought
the political disorders of the ruling group into the open, further intensifying the collapse of social
order. Both views are reasonable, but both are too conservative and do not meet the practical re-
quirements of the era of great change and turmoil, and the publication of written laws is an irre-
versible historical trend. The casting of the punishment tripod has broad and significant historical
significance for future generations, promoting the germination and development of the rule of law,
the unification of laws and regulations, the integration of ethnic groups, and the development of
law enforcement supervision. Not only this, the casting of the punitive tripod has provided favora-
ble conditions for the development of legal services and legal research.
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