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Abstract

The Opium War has had a great impact on China’s modern history, and many related works have
been published. The study of “The Collapse of China: A Study of the Opium War” can be said to bring
forth the new through the old. This book is an important academic achievement of Mr. Mao Hai-
jian’s research on the historical issues related to the Opium War, and is also the epitome of the re-
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search in this field generally recognized by the academic community at present. The author’s
study of the Opium War contains a criticism of the previous studies and provides a new perspec-
tive for the academic community to study the Opium War. This article will discuss from the fol-
lowing three aspects: the main content, historical narration and the breakthrough of the book to
the traditional historical view.
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