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Abstract

This paper explores the trade relationship between the Tang Dynasty and Silla within the frame-
work of cross-cultural communication theory, gaining insight into the structural role of sending
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Tang envoys in building a cross-sea trade network in Northeast Asia. As an institutionalized diplo-
matic-trade complex, envoys not only achieved an organic integration of political symbolism and
practical economic functions through hierarchical staffing, standardized etiquette, and sustained
material flow, it also gave rise to a special trade paradigm within the “tribute-crown” framework,
providing crucial institutional support for the formation of ancient East Asian economic circles, and
offering insights into the development of modern trade relations.
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Table 1. Trend in the scale of sentencing missions to Tang [2] [3]
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Table 2. Changes in the proportion of various personnel in the delegation [6]
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Table 3. The trade gains and losses of Silla
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Table 4. Trade gains and losses between the Tang dynasty and Silla
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