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Abstract

Yi Tong Zhi, as a comprehensive record of national geography in ancient China, has a long history
and far-reaching influence. There are mainly “Da Yuan Yi Tong Zhi”, “Da Ming Yi Tong Zhi” and “Da
Qing Yi Tong Zhi”, of which “Da Yuan Yi Tong Zhi” was unfortunately lost in the long river of history
and has not been handed down to the present day. And “Da Ming Yi Tong Zhi” has become the key
national geographic general record in ancient China. With its rich content and various editions, “Da
Ming Yi Tong Zhi” occupies a pivotal position in the compilation history of China’s geographic gen-
eral records. Among them, the most familiar editions are: the Inner House of Tianshun in the fifth
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year of the reign of Emperor Tianshun (1461), the revised edition during the Jiajing period, and the
engraved edition of Wanshoutang during the Wanli period. Each of these editions has its own char-
acteristics, which together build up the academic value of “Da Ming Yi Tong Zhi". It is widely recog-
nized that the main historical source of “Da Ming Yi Tong Zhi” is “Huan Yu Tong Zhi”, while it also
absorbed the essence of “Yu Di ]Ji Sheng”, the official history, and various local histories. As the ear-
liest and most complete “Yi Tong Zhi” in existence, “Da Ming Yi Tong Zhi” is of inestimable im-
portance to the study of the history, geography and culture of the Ming Dynasty.
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