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Abstract

Tang Yin, a quintessential figure of the Wu region literati circle during the Ming Dynasty, achieved
posthumous fame as the “Romantic Talent”. His life trajectory and intellectual contradictions reflect
the dual influences of the flourishing Yangming School of Mind and the rise of urban civic culture.
Initially aspiring to Confucian scholarly glory, Tang turned to Buddhism and Taoism to cope with
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disillusionment after the imperial examination scandal. Yet, he ultimately crafted an unconven-
tional legacy by constructing the public persona of the “Romantic Talent” within the context of bur-
geoning civic culture. While the Qing court refused to legitimize his reputation, Ming loyalists in
Jiangnan covertly embraced it as spiritual solace, while the public celebrated his libertine image.
This contested memory forged the enduring legend of the “Talented Scholar of Jiangnan.”
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