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Abstract
To ensure the transportation of grain tribute, the Qing government continued the Ming Dynasty’s
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policy of building weirs to store clear water. The water from the entire lake was channeled through
Qingkou, with seven parts used to counter the Yellow River and three parts for aiding canal
transport. The Qingkou system was of vital importance. However, with factors such as the silting up
of the Yellow River’s channel and the implementation of the policy of diverting the Yellow River to
aid canal transport, the water from Hongze Lake gradually became unable to flow out of Qingkou
smoothly to counter the Yellow River and aid canal transport. The Qingkou system gradually col-
lapsed. In the sixth year of the Daoguang reign, the policy of using water-lifting devices to irrigate
ponds was tentatively discussed and implemented. In the seventh year of the Daoguang reign, the
method of irrigating ponds to aid canal transport was officially put into practice. This method was
used in subsequent years. The Qing government’s water transport policy shifted fundamentally
from “storing clear water” to “irrigating ponds.” This paper focuses on the Qingkou area, where the
Yellow, Huai, and canal water systems converge. By exploring the views of the Qing emperors and
river commissioners on river and canal management, it analyzes the reasons for the shift in the wa-
ter transport policy during the Daoguang period.
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