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Abstract

The commemorative temples for meritorious officials in the Qing Dynasty were central to the
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imperial “posthumous honors system”, aimed at rewarding loyalty and incentivizing civic virtue
through state-sanctioned rituals. This system began in 1654 with the “Temple of Martial Virtue”
for Kong Youde and concluded in the Xuantong reign with the joint temple for Lishan and Lian-
yuan, spanning over 250 years. Throughout its evolution, the system transitioned from stringent
early-Qing eligibility criteria to excessive proliferation in the late Qing. Through analyzing the con-
struction, spatial-temporal distribution, sacrificial rites, and operational mechanisms of these tem-
ples as documented in Qing official archives, this paper argues that these commemorative prac-
tices inherited traditions of venerating historical figures while their late-Qing excesses resulted
from tripartite contention among the central government, Xiang-Huai military governors, and lo-
cal gentry for discursive power amid internal and external crises. Consequently, these temples de-
volved from ritual instruments “rewarding loyalty and merit” into tools for regional power con-
solidation.
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Figure 1. Simplified chart of the number of dedicated shrines in different periods after the Qing entering the shanhai pass
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Figure 2. Simplified chart of the number of dedicated shrines in different regions after the Qing entering the shanhai pass
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Table 1. Simplified list of names of dedicated shrines for meritorious officials in various regions during the Qing Dynasty
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