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Abstract

During the Tang Dynasty, Lingnan was regarded by the imperial court as a barbaric region, making
it a place of exile for officials who had fallen out of favor. Zhang Zhuo, due to the ups and downs of
his official career, was twice exiled to Lingnan. His work Chao Ye Qian Zai contains extensive records
about Lingnan, making it a first-hand resource for studying the customs and social conditions of
Lingnan during the Tang Dynasty. The book frequently mentions officials in Lingnan, often portray-
ing them as ruthless and cruel, which was closely related to the harsh living conditions there. Addi-
tionally, the book dedicates considerable space to describing Lingnan’s funeral customs, dietary
habits, and mineral resources. These accounts not only reveal the unique way of life in Lingnan but
also provide valuable insights for research on the region during the Tang Dynasty, holding signifi-
cant historical value.
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