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Abstract

Jacob Burckhardt, as one of the founders of modern Western cultural history, produced The Civ-
ilization of the Renaissance in Italy, a classic work on Renaissance studies. Building on the prin-
ciples of individualism and secularization, Burckhardt was among the first to explore women’s
status during this period, formulating his view of Renaissance womanhood and portraying the
Italian Renaissance as a “golden age” in which women’s social position rose significantly. Like
his sweeping vision of the Renaissance itself, Burckhardt’s assertions about women of the era pro-
foundly influenced subsequent scholars. Later research on Renaissance women gradually advanced
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through critical reassessment and continued discussion of Burckhardt’s perspective—shifting from
partial depictions of elite women to comprehensive examinations across multiple classes and spheres
of life—thereby broadening the field of women'’s history and offering new avenues for scholarly
inquiry.
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