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Abstract

As an important document for studying local history, the historical value of local chronicles (fang
zhi) has been continuously explored. The “Arts and Literature Section” (Yiwenzhi) in local chroni-
cles is of great historical value and serves as a key focus for historical research. This section covers
awide range of records, including local book catalogs, inscriptions, poetic works, official documents
and memorials to the throne. A survey of various local chronicles reveals that the “Auspicious and
Ominous Events” (Xiangyi) and “Arts and Literature Section” contain abundant records about the
disaster culture of a specific region. Therefore, based on the ways disasters are recorded in local
chronicles, this paper sorts out how the compilation of local chronicles reflects the interactive
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relationship between the state and localities, aiming to gain a deeper understanding of historical
texts.
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