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Abstract

This paper focuses on the “Liang-raising” ritual of the Tujia ethnic group in Luxi County, aiming to
explore the procedures, functions, and modern evolution of this traditional practice. Through field
investigations and documentary analysis, the study systematically delineates and elaborates on the
seven fundamental stages of the ritual of the Tujia ethnic group in Luxi County, ranging from the
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“prelude” to “sun-drying the beam”, thereby revealing the embedded cultural symbolism and social
logic. The findings indicate that the “Liang-raising” ritual serves as a vital cultural practice for fostering
unity and community cohesion among the Tujia people, while also fulfilling social functions such as
educational dissemination and recreational interaction. However, under the dual impact of widespread
modern construction techniques and shifts in social structures, the traditional “Liang-raising” ritual
is undergoing a process of formal simplification and functional transformation. Based on these obser-
vations, this paper argues for the necessity of preserving and innovating the ritual, proposing specific
strategies for its transmission. The study aims to provide academic insights for the safeguarding and
development of the intangible cultural heritage of the Tujia ethnic group.
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