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Abstract

Although both Qi and Lu cultures originated in Shandong and shared the foundational Dongyi culture
as well as the influence of Zhou civilization, they exhibited distinct differences in political philosophy,
economic structure, social customs, academic tendencies, and cultural perspectives: Qi culture was
pragmatic and open, emphasizing utility, commerce, and craftsmanship, with an inclusive approach
to scholarship; whereas Lu culture prioritized ritual norms and patriarchal lineage, centered on agrar-
ian life, and was dominated by Confucianism. From the pre-Qin period through the Han dynasty, these
two cultures gradually integrated via intellectual exchange, culminating in Zhongshu Dong’s synthesis
that formed the unified concept of “Qi-Lu culture”. The contemporary cultural divisions within
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Shandong—Northwestern, Southwestern, and Eastern Shandong—to some extent inherit these his-
torical and cultural traits, reflecting a profound regional tradition and the continuity of multicultural
amalgamation.
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