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Abstract

Yuan Liu, the leader of the Southern Xiongnu during the Sixteen Kingdoms period of the Jin Dynasty,
established the Xiongnu Han Kingdom, which marked the beginning of this era. Given the complexity
of Sixteen Kingdoms’ history, investigating Yuan Liu’s legacy requires systematic organization of his-
torical sources. The officially compiled Records of Han and Zhao (authored by Bao He) has been lost, with
surviving core materials concentrated in Book of Jin, Taiping Yulan, and Supplement to the Spring and
Autumn Annals of the Sixteen Kingdoms, while Wen Xuan, and Jinshi Lu: Stele of Liu Xiong, the Pseudo-
Han Minister of Works also contain sparse records. Due to variations in historical origins, compilation
timelines, editorial perspectives, and transmission methods, the value of these sources differs. This
study aims to comprehensively analyze foundational historical materials, integrate existing research,
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clarify historical relationships, and assess source value to advance related academic exploration.
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