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Abstract
During the pre-Qin period, the Ba people, who had long inhabited the Qingjiang River basin, eastern
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Sichuan, and the Wuling Mountains, developed a unique White Tiger totem culture. This culture be-
came a spiritual bond deeply embedded in the Ba people’s daily life: the totemic rituals before hunt-
ing expressed prayers for a bountiful harvest, the White Tiger patterns on the battlefield served as
morale-boosting banners, and tiger-shaped carvings on everyday objects became markers of ethnic
identity. At its core, this culture embodied the Ba people’s bravery, perseverance, and the wisdom
of righteous and magnanimous conduct. After the Qin conquest of the Ba state (316 B.C.), some of
the Ba people retreated to the Wuling mountain region. Through long-term integration with the
local indigenous groups, they gradually faded from official historical records, yet the Baihu (White
Tiger) totem culture did not disappear. As inheritors of Ba culture, the Tujia people have passed
down this spiritual symbol from generation to generation. Over the long course of its transmission,
the Tujia people not only softened the mystical aspects of its original religious significance but also
incorporated it into everyday life. For example, Baihu patterns transformed into auspicious motifs
in clothing embroidery, and sacrificial rituals evolved into folk activities that combined blessings
with entertainment. Today, the Baihu totem has become a symbol of good fortune for the Tujia peo-
ple. It carries the group’s historical memory and cultural genes and serves as an important link be-
tween tradition and modernity, helping consolidate a sense of Chinese cultural identity. In the pro-
cess of ethnic integration, it highlights the unique charm of the diverse yet unified nature of Chinese
culture.
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