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Abstract

The Wanbu Huayanjing Pagoda, commonly known as the White Pagoda and called Qagan Suburga
in Mongolian, is located in the eastern suburbs of Hohhot, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. It is
an important tangible cultural heritage along the eastern section of the Steppe Silk Road during the
Liao, Jin and Yuan dynasties. As the landmark religious building of the ancient city of Fengzhou, the
White Pagoda serves as a three-dimensional archive for studying the interaction, exchange and in-
tegration of diverse cultures in northern China during the Liao, Jin and Yuan periods. Based on the
architectural structure, stone inscriptions, ink-written notes and unearthed cultural relics, com-
bined with historical documents and regional archaeological findings, this paper systematically ex-
amines the multi-cultural symbiosis and integration in Fengzhou in terms of population composi-
tion, economic pattern, languages and scripts, and architectural art. The White Pagoda and the city
of Fengzhou vividly demonstrate the in-depth interaction between agricultural and nomadic civili-
zations in the agro-pastoral ecotone, and highlight the key role of the Steppe Silk Road as a cultural
corridor in promoting civilizational exchanges in the eastern Eurasian continent. It profoundly re-
veals the dynamic process and internal mechanism of the formation of the pluralistic-unified pat-
tern of the Chinese nation in border areas in history, providing concrete evidence for understanding
the historical construction of the Chinese national community.
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