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Abstract

Social complexity is a key topic in research on the origins of human civilization. As an important
material remnant of early societies, pottery wine vessels—due to their close relationship not only
with ritual activities but also with the control of surplus production—serve as a crucial window into
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the evolution of early social power structures. Therefore, this paper takes the evolution of pottery
wine vessels as a clue to explore their significant role in the process of early social complexity,
thereby initiating a discussion on two theories: “competitive feasting” and “surplus and ritual.” This
paper attempts to integrate these two theories into a nested analytical model, using pottery wine
vessels as a vehicle to reveal how economic surplus, ritual power, and competitive strategies jointly
promoted early social complexity. Research shows that the evolution of pottery wine vessels under-
went a process from functional differentiation to ritualization. By comparing these two theories, it
also reveals that artifacts are not merely passive reflections of social relations but also active media
through which social relations are constituted. The morphological and functional evolution of pot-
tery wine vessels is the result of the interplay between the accumulation of economic surplus, the
operation of ritual power, and competitive feasting strategies, serving as an important material tes-
timony to early social complexity.
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ar L, [ R EAL A R A AL 07 T, RETEM T — B E . MRS A SRR . IR SRR
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SALHICTEEE AR T, RO BRI 5 mAE R SR R R R SR, BONSER AU EE S
fibe AEFRIERAE, ERESRIIX AT, WX 5 o R ARFE S H SR, TR T M
P ARG S A R Gl SR 48, O8N S IX OO 22 5 O SR AR EL . o U X AT SR AR MR (45
Ao I T CURMON AL SBR[ 7] MBS D ARAT “R - A% - 17 B /MR IRRI 7 X, B SR I
PAAS N A (442 R 2R [8]

BT PL A SR B ) 2 B R SCAR IR TR 2R M A s AL S B T s, MOl S B B R SO
BEZER AR A IR — AN, TR Z I T IR MT AR BUEBEAS,  HR A B AL A AN i P AN
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R TT FR R ? B, FHIRERIE 5 UGHTESD, HAZ O ReE T IR 55 4440 . 3R 5 210G 5t
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WA FETR P i) EZ AR 5 S TR, G 2 G2 0B, RIS AR 1 A b (1 7
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