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Abstract

The origins and development of the Jiaoshi Yilin can be examined from three perspectives: the form
of its divinatory verses, its methods of milfoil divination, and its intellectual traditions. Transmitted
and excavated texts suggest that the accumulation, organization, and compilation of early divination
records offer clues to the formation of the Yilin. In terms of form, its four-character rhymed verses
resemble the divinatory pronouncements found in the Guicang and other divination manuals, shar-
ing a practical concern with determining auspicious and inauspicious outcomes in specific human
affairs. In terms of divinatory methods, the imagery associated with numerical lines and the rules
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organized by categories of inquiry in the Tsinghua bamboo manuscript Shifa reveal various connec-
tions among divinatory numbers, images, and judgments of outcomes, providing a comparative ba-
sis for examining the Yilin’s use of imagery and divinatory language. In terms of intellectual tradi-
tions, the Yilin’s use of diverse forms of knowledge for divinatory prediction has affinities with the
traditions of astronomy, calendrical calculation, divination, omen interpretation, and the recording
of anomalous phenomena maintained by scribal officials. These connections suggest that the Yilin
may have incorporated divinatory resources beyond the interpretive framework of the Zhouyi and
its commentaries, and that its formation was related both to the tradition of rhymed divinatory pro-
nouncements found in the Guicang and to the knowledge traditions of scribal officials.
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