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Abstract

With the rapid development of artificial intelligence, unmanned technology has been successfully
applied in many fields. Countries around the world are actively exploring and practicing intelli-
gent ship technology. The emergence of the autonomous ship with data and artificial intelligence
is a double-edged sword. For criminal groups, they can use their remote control to carry out illegal
acts and intensify the threat to maritime peace such as illegal trafficking and piracy; For maritime
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law enforcement, its advantages of low cost, strong endurance and high efficiency will help to
strengthen the law enforcement force and maintain maritime peace. Autonomous ships pose new
challenges to the application of international maritime rules, which take “traditional ships” as the
adjustment object. It is urgent to solve how to regulate autonomous ships in maritime laws, which
have been established in the shipping practice for hundreds of years. Through empirical, norma-
tive and literature research and analysis methods, it is concluded that autonomous ships can be
used as warships to exercise the “right of visit” in the United Nations Convention on the law of the
sea, but there are problems that the right of visit cannot be exercised against drug crimes and the
specific procedures for exercising the right of visit are vague and uncertain.
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“Lynch, supra note 175 (Further complicating identification efforts, cyber criminals can mask their actual location by giving the appearance
they are located somewhere else, Lynch noting that cyber criminals “often mask their location by giving bouncing electronic commands off
servers in several countries.”).
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