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Abstract

Under the influence of the Confucian thought of “cautious punishment”, the system of death pe-
nalty review was created, thus making the procedure of confirmation and review of death penalty
cases more rigorous and scientific, so as to ensure the fairness and justice of the cases. The system
began in The Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, and ran through the Tang, Song, Yuan,
Ming and Qing Dynasties. It maintained and consolidated the imperial power in the feudal period
and provided protection for human rights in the feudal period. With the change of dynasties and
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regimes, the system has been gradually improved and matured in the process of development and
evolution, and has provided a theoretical basis for the formulation of the review procedure of the
death penalty in the modern criminal procedure law. Although compared with the modern system,
the ancient death penalty review system is backward and inadequate, the ancient system contains
the spirit of cautious punishment and fairness, and pays attention to procedures and so on the
modern death penalty review process, still has a considerable impact.
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