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Abstract

Animal abuse incidents have frequently appeared in the public recently. The “cat abuse incident”
by a well-known blogger exposed in May 2023 has aroused strong condemnation from the public.
With the rapid development of the economy, the number of pet owners is constantly increasing.
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Many people view their pets as spiritual pillars, but some people trample on their animals at will;
Stray animals are abused, experimented with, sold, and so on. This phenomenon is a manifestation
of uncivilization, whether it is due to humanitarian care or the development of modern civilized
countries. Due to the insufficient legal protection of animals in our country, the public has no
practical punishment for such phenomena other than condemning them from a moral perspective.
At present, the academic community has different opinions on the legal protection methods for ani-
mal abuse, and there are still many controversies on whether animal abuse should be included in
criminal law protection. It is unrealistic to hastily introduce specialized departmental laws. There-
fore, as a transitional stage, administrative remedies can be taken to regulate animal abuse. This
article will analyze the issue of animal abuse from the definition of animal abuse, the legitimacy of
animal protection, the current legislative status of animal protection in China, and the current
legislative status in foreign countries, and provide corresponding suggestions.
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