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Abstract

As the core component of the hub-and-spoke protocol, the horizontal relationship is a necessary
element for the hub-and-spoke protocol, and its proof is the most important. The author uses the
case study method to collect hub-and-spoke agreement cases that occurred in China by searching
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the official websites of anti-monopoly government agencies, reading relevant literature, and brows-
ing relevant websites, and conducts horizontal classification and comparative analysis of the con-
stituent elements and legal application of hub-and-spoke agreements, with the intention of sum-
marizing the commonality of horizontal relationships of hub-and-spoke agreements in China and
further abstracting the general judgment path of horizontal relationships in hub-and-spoke agree-
ments. The author believes that China’s judicial organs and law enforcement agencies have not
deeply analyzed the horizontal relationship of the hub-and-spoke agreement in almost all punish-
ment decisions and judgment documents for the lack of horizontal collusion, which brings obstacles
to the application of law. This paper argues that parallel behavior is the premise of horizontal col-
lusion, and believes that under the premise of coordinated behavior, there is suspicion of hori-
zontal collusion from coordinated behavior, and then the existence of horizontal relationship is
supported by analyzing additional factors.
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EEM B “BrERCE 37 (Toys “R” Us, Inc. v FTC) %2 56 [ 1 82 _E 55—l 76 B A e AE 4 E 1
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YInterstate Circuit, Inc., et al. v. United States 306 U.S. 208 (1939).
2Elder-Beerman Stores Corp. v. Fed. Dept Stores. 139 (1972).
Toys “R” Us v. FTC, 221 F.3d 928 (7th Cir.2000).
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Figure 1. Cross-section structure diagram of hub-and-spoke protocol
B 1. iR E A E

Figure 2. Three-dimensional structure diagram of hub-and-spoke
protocol
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Table 1. Horizontal splitting table of the constituent elements of hub-and-spoke agreements
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