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Abstract

Under the pressure of high housing prices in China, the majority of parents tend to finance the
purchase of houses for their children after marriage, and generally do not specify the nature of
such contributions in writing or in any other form due to Kinship and ethical concepts. However,
with the continuous increase of divorce rates and the gradual increase of phenomena such as trial
marriages, contractual marriages, and marriage for wealth, the traditional marriage and family
structure is greatly challenged, resulting in a large number of disputes over post-marital parental
funding for housing. When children divorce, parents often request the return of the contribution
on the grounds that it was a loan, while the children’s spouses mostly argue that the contribution
was a gift. From the Marriage Law and its second and third judicial interpretations, to the current
Civil Code and the first judicial interpretation of the marriage and family compilation, although
there are regulations on this issue, the controversy over the nature of parental funding for hous-
ing after marriage has not stopped. In real life, the timing, proportion, intention of parental con-
tributions, and registration of ownership are complex, and the legal provisions are difficult to
cover all situations, and the courts have not formed a unified judgment on this. This article sorts
out relevant legal provisions and combines different judicial views of various courts to explore the
factors and rules that should be considered in determining the nature of parental funding for
housing after marriage, in order to promote the unification of judicial judgments and maintain the
stability and fairness of justice.
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