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Abstract

The basic principle of environmental protection in China, established by the 2014 revised Envi-
ronmental Protection Law, is “prioritizing protection and prioritizing prevention”. Subsequently,
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in January 2020, the Supreme People’s Court issued and implemented the “Interpretation on Sev-
eral Issues Concerning the Application of Law in the Trial of Environmental Civil Public Interest
Litigation Cases”. Article 1 stipulates that actions that pollute the environment or damage the ecolo-
gy with significant risks of damaging social and public interests can be brought to the court for lit-
igation. From this, it can be seen that the country’s intention to prevent and protect the ecological
environment is to eliminate the risk of ecological damage in its infancy and maximize the protec-
tion of social public welfare. However, due to the vague provisions on preventive environmental
civil public interest litigation in current legal norms, which limit the acceptance of existing envi-
ronmental judicial practices, the best opportunity for environmental relief is missed, and the ac-
tual effectiveness needs to be studied. The purpose of this study is to clarify the initiation criteria
for preventive environmental civil public interest litigation from both conceptual and institutional
perspectives based on existing legal foundations, in order to facilitate the understanding and ap-
plication of this system.
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HISTEEAE AT R V)58 . DO TS P SR AR A A 0 15 BE PR DUB B 2 s BEAT IR BT 1A E , AN
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WIH g, RMERAIESE, Hdd AT U A FTYRPE[10]. X “HRMEE 7 MRlEEH, 3R 24 LA
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