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Abstract

With the development of society, pets are becoming more and more important in people’s minds,
even becoming family members. In civil law, pets have legal characteristics that are different from
ordinary things, and their special characteristics are reflected in the personal benefits they bring.
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When a beloved pet is injured or killed by another person, pet owners often experience emotional
distress and sue for appropriate non-pecuniary compensation. In practice, non-pecuniary com-
pensation for the death of a pet is becoming increasingly controversial and we need to rethink the
legal status of pets. When it comes to compensation for pets, the courts sometimes reach very dif-
ferent results in such cases, mainly because our legislation does not provide for non-pecuniary
compensation for accidents involving animals. The lack of legislation has led to this being a con-
troversial issue in Chinese jurisprudence. There is disagreement as to whether pets can be the ob-
ject of specific moral support or personal meaning, whether moral damages can be claimed, and
what factors should be taken into account when awarding moral damages. Based on the existing
theory and literature, this article analyses and addresses the issue of the objectification of a pet’s
personality from the perspective of protecting the owner’s identity and raises the issue of perso-
nified pets.
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