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Abstract

From the perspective of the historical development of criminal law, Confucianism centered around
the principle of “virtue as the core and punishment as the auxiliary” has exerted profound influence
on the formation and evolution of ancient Chinese criminal law. Emerging from Confucian ideals of
ethical governance and rule by ritual, a series of criminal law concepts emphasizing moral education,
sequencing rituals before punishments, prioritizing rituals over penalties, integrating rituals and
punishments, as well as exercising caution and empathy in punishments, have been derived. These
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concepts have not only deeply impacted the legislation and judiciary of ancient Chinese criminal law,
but also possessed significant contemporary relevance in the construction of a harmonious criminal
legal system in modern China.
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