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Abstract

Marine microplastic pollution has unique attributes that distinguish it from traditional plastic pollu-
tion, making international legislation constructed on the basis of traditional plastic pollution subject
to a certain degree of applicability dilemmas, such as the lack of systemic nature of current interna-
tional legislation, the lack of operationalization in dealing with marine microplastic pollution, and
the non-compliance of some contracting parties with international legislation. In the face of these
dilemmas, it is necessary to enact separate legislation on the prevention and control of marine mi-
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croplastic pollution, to strengthen the operability of international legislation on the prevention and
control of marine microplastic pollution, and to ensure that States parties strictly comply with in-
ternational legislation on the prevention and control of marine microplastic pollution, with a view to
providing strong international law support for the response to marine microplastic pollution.
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Table 1. Major international legal norms for the prevention and control of marine plastic pollution
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