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Abstract

The problem of environmental pollution is related to the survival and development of human
beings. At present, countries all over the world pay more and more attention to environmental
protection, and the legal system of punishing and preventing environmental crimes is gradually
improving. China’s administrative regulations and criminal law norms regulate environmental
pollution. The criminal law is the most severe means to crack down on environmental pollution.
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After many amendments, the crime of environmental pollution is gradually established and per-
fected. However, in the judicial practice, the complexity of the case and the difficulty in the cha-
racterization of the behavior lead to the increasing contradiction and controversy in the appli-
cation of the crime of environmental pollution, which is mainly reflected in the different appli-
cation standards of the protection law, the structure of the behavior and the form of the crime,
resulting in different penalties for the same case and poor penalty effect. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to solve the dispute of environmental pollution crime, in order to clarify that the protection
law of environmental pollution crime is the human-centered legal interest of ecology, and to rec-
ognize the crime as a circumstance crime and adopt the intentional theory is more conducive to
cracking down on crime and playing the regulation function of criminal law on environmental pol-
lution behavior.
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Figure 1. Chart of the growth and change of the number of first instance cases of environmental pollution crimes
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