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Abstract

With the development of information technology, data, as a new type of production factor, has be-
come the country’s most important strategic resources and key elements of core competitiveness.
In recent years, with the rapid development of the digital economy, the scale of cross-border data
flow has shown exponential growth, and its contribution to the global economy has attracted at-
tention, and the governance of cross-border data flow has become an important issue related to
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the politics, economy and society of various countries. This paper uses the method of systematic
literature review to explain the governance status of global cross-border data flow from the as-
pects of the main governance models of global cross-border data flow, the governance models of
major countries/regions, the relevant provisions in major trade agreements, and the current go-
vernance status of China. Through analysis, it is found that the main research focus of the world is
the United States and the European Union, and most countries use the US model or the EU model
as a reference, and there is less research on the trade agreements that China has applied to join,
and there are also certain shortcomings in China’s regulatory methods. In future research, we should
start from the governance models of many countries, and study the trade agreements that China
has applied to join, so as to put forward effective suggestions for the governance of cross-border
data flow in China.
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